Dissertation Report

Topic

My topic for my dissertation concerns the influence of religion on science, in particular astronomy, and how the connection between the two made ancient Egypt such an advanced civilisation.

The topic has changed since my dissertation proposal earlier this year which was instead on dream interpretation in ancient Egypt. The reason I changed my topic was because there was very little information on dream interpretation to devise a good enough dissertation. Furthermore, I struggled to form any arguments or theses to even take a direction in this topic. Therefore, I changed my idea to the connection between ancient Egyptian astronomy and religion as this had a great deal more sources to provide me with enough information to form a structural argument and place theories within my dissertation.
Title

The title of my dissertation has been an issue that I still have yet to address. The problem I am having is wording my title appropriately to fit my dissertation. One possible suggestion is ‘To what extent did the emphasis on religion and science, specifically astronomy, contribute to the success of ancient Egyptian civilisation?’ This title covers my dissertation topic effectively but may change through the course of writing and researching this dissertation in order to adapt to the contents of my paper.
Overview
My aim of this dissertation is to question how far religion contributed to science in ancient Egypt. I will discuss a range of sub topics which will comprise the bulk of my research. I will argue that the belief in their gods was what made them an advanced civilisation because science was intertwined with religion. My research has provided me with evidence both for and against my argument and will detail a range of modern scholarship which will offer contemporary views on the relationship between science and religion in ancient Egypt. However, I am not questioning what the Egyptians could have achieved without religion, I am emphasising what they did achieve because of religion. This overview will form the basis of my abstract, introduction and will form part of my outline.
Sub topics
My three research sub topics are astronomy, pyramids, and gods and astronomy. Within these sub topics, a discussion of buildings’ layouts, religious festivals, mathematical precision and stars in the construction of the pyramids, and the connection between gods, astronomy and religion with particular reference to the goddess Seshat.
 These sub topics have formed the basis of my contents page, however the more research I gather and ideas and theories are considered, these topics may be altered slightly to form a better dissertation structure.
Contents Page:
· Introduction
· 1. Outline
· 2. Astronomy
· 3. Pyramids
· 4. Gods and Astronomy
· 5. Summary/Conclusion
· Bibliography

So far in my progress to date, I have a rough idea of my contents page which will allow me to keep on track of my topics without letting my research become too broad. The advice given to me by my personal tutor was to make an approximated word count for each heading in my dissertation, so this will my next consideration. I have also compiled a bibliography covering a range of primary and secondary sources. However, I have yet to look through these in great detail. Therefore my next step will be to do the in depth research in these texts in order to place the information within my dissertation and appropriately discuss the research in context with my topic.
Literature review

Since I have not yet thoroughly examined the literature I have access to, I am limited to what I can review, but I do have an extensive bibliography to begin with. I began with a very broad literature base which covered everything under Egyptian science. However when it came to writing my contents page, I realised ‘science’ was far too broad for a dissertation, so narrowed my literature to astronomy. 

Works by Krupp investigate Egyptian cultural rituals which worshipped sky gods
 and look at how the skies played such a significant role in Egyptian culture.
 I feel these works would accompany my gods and astronomy chapter effectively. Other works discuss the use of archaeoastronomy in the discovery and evaluation of Egyptian mysteries.
 The selected literature offers several viewpoints on how religion was connected to science and astronomy, and it is these texts that could support my argument, but also offer alternative views to how the Egyptians viewed religion in relation to the skies. 
However, one issue I am having with my research is that there does not appear to be a big bulk of information in any one given text, so a lot of information comes from sparse chapters in modern scholarship. Although since I am yet to read these texts, there may be more relevant information than I first anticipated. What I will do with the literature is analyse any gaps I come across, for example, question why there is a lack of scholarship on a certain topic, or try to fill in gaps by comparing several sources to come to a conclusion on an underrepresented topic. Also, I have come across several more useful sources, but these are currently inaccessible due to expenses or not being available online.
In addition to modern scholarship, I will also analyse and include primary sources. The majority of the primary sources I have found are in the form of pictures, such as astronomical paintings on the ceilings of tombs and other buildings. One source I will be focusing on is the tomb of Senenmut which details an astronomical ceiling.
 Some primary texts I may include will be the Pyramid Texts
, the Coffin Texts
 and the Rhind Mathematical Papyrus.
 A combination of both primary sources and relevant secondary sources will allow me to research my topic in great detail.
Methodology
My hypothesis for this dissertation is that religion was very much the foundation of the development of science in ancient Egypt. Without religion, the Egyptians would not have become as advanced as they did. However, I also make the prediction that modern scholarship will be against my hypothesis and will instead support the theory that religion in fact limited the Egyptians’ scientific knowledge. My method for conducting research is to gather as much information as possible from primary and secondary sources, which will include analyses of pictorial sources. I will sort the information into arguments which support my hypothesis, and arguments which are against, then I will proceed to draw conclusions from this research. 
One of my case studies will be the astronomical ceiling in the tomb of Senenmut.
 There has been several interpretations put forward questioning the meaning of this image.
 Therefore an analysis of this will test my hypothesis on the impact of religion.
Another of my case studies will be on the pyramids and how they were constructed in relation to the stars.
 There has been a great deal of discussion about whether this is fact or myth. If it is fact, then it shows how far the Egyptians went to achieve mathematical and scientific precision for the benefit of their religion. 
Furthermore, I will aim to apply a structuralist approach to my research. As structuralism is defined as ‘a framework for building theory that sees society as a complex system whose parts work together to promote solidarity and stability’
, I believe this applies to my hypothesis in the sense that religion structured the Egyptians’ lives to the point that science became a part of religious practices, making science a part of their structured society. 

These methodologies, case studies, and approaches will be put into context with the selected literature which will give me a thorough examination of my theories.
Reflection
From the time when I began to think of possible dissertation topics, I struggled to come up with any ideas of what I wanted to focus on. Eventually, the idea of dream interpretation interested me, so I began to research it over the summer of this year. However, it proved increasingly difficult to find scholarship and sources which would aid my research, therefore I could not get any feel for this topic or come up with any arguments or theories to create a strong dissertation. After a lot of consideration, I decided to change my topic. This again proved difficult as I did not have an alternative idea. However, when researching dream interpretation, the lack of useful sources forced me to broaden my subject area, and I ended up looking into the variety of areas of study that the Egyptians were interested in. Initially, I attempted to look into how several sciences filtered into their religious beliefs, but realised quickly that this topic area was too broad. I decided to specialise it further, focusing on subjects such as medicine and mummification, but eventually settled on astronomy and the symbolism of the stars as the perfect subject that tied well into religion. From here, I tailored my new idea around this theme.

One problem I am foreseeing is that whilst I have specialised from the broad sciences down to astronomy, this could still prove to be a vast subject area. This may divert me away from my initial question and end up in a discussion of how astronomy and religion simply influenced and created Egyptian culture without answering if it had an influence on the success of the civilisation as a whole. To prevent this from happening, I will regularly refer to my original question and review my work to ensure I am constantly striving towards answering it and not getting off topic.
Conclusion
For this section I will have both a summary and conclusion as this will allow me to separate my findings and my final interpretation of those findings. My summary will aim to review the points and arguments made on this topic and prepare me to develop those points in to a thorough conclusion and allow readers to reflect on the points being made to make their own judgement on this topic. I will also remind myself and the readers of the aim of my dissertation which will put into perspective how correct my hypothesis is after a detailed evaluation of the primary sources and modern scholarship.
I will follow my summary with my overall conclusion of this dissertation. In theory, I would hope to come to the conclusion which would support my idea, however, it is very likely that my idea for the conclusion will differ from what I am intending on writing. Momentarily, however, I aim to come to the conclusion that religion did indeed allow Egypt to become such an advanced civilisation as the precision and quality of the mathematical structures was built in mind with pleasing and worshipping their gods. Therefore, science and religion became inseparable and one could not exist and be put into practice without the other. 
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