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Title
Content Analysis Report: Analysis of types of aggressive behaviour demonstrated by two opposing groups in a video of protestors against hunting with hounds confronting pro-hunt group members.


Abstract
Aggression is defined as a behaviour or and action intended to harm another person. In the UK protests against fox hunting take place frequently. The attendees of these protests can exhibit some levels of aggression. There are several theories of aggression that can offer explanation of the frustration and anger shown at protests. In this paper the two main theories, Frustration-aggression Hypothesis and Aggressive Cue theory are discussed to offer explanation on the aggressive behaviours exhibited by the protesters and the pro-hunt groups shown in the video.
Literature Review/Introduction
Aggression is defined as a behaviour or an action that is intended to hurt another person. Baron and Byrne(2000 as cited in Hogg & Vaughan, 2008). Aggression has been studied by many researchers but it difficult to be agreed upon on how to describe it, give an explanation or to how to separate its different components. 
The two theories that will be explored in this report are Frustration-aggression Hypothesis and Aggressive cue theory. Frustration-aggression theory proposed by John Dollard (1939) have two major suggestions 1) Frustration which is the result of an individual to not reach their goal leads to aggression 2) all aggression is caused by frustration. Dollard believes that motive to aggress is just like the psychological drives like hunger. Just as food deprivation would induce a hunger drive, frustration would induce an aggressive drive (Kassin, 2022). When we are frustrated our choice of target is the source of our frustration. But if that is not possible the or the person is in a position of power the frustration may be directed towards a safer target. This is called displaced aggression. In the video the anti-hunt protesters on a few occasions start pushing and shoving the pro-hunters that are on foot closest to them and were not showing any aggressive behaviour and not the ones that are wearing red coats who seem to be the ones that carry out the hunt. 
Aggression is made of different behaviours and exists on different levels. Another relevant theory is the Aggressive Cue Theory by Berkowitz 1966 which states that acts of aggression are influenced by the presence of socially learnt cues or environmental situations, which make committing aggression acceptable (Kent, 2006). 
Berkowitz's aggressive cue theory identifies several stimuli which include frustration and can lead to aggressive responses. He believes that simply their presence does not result in aggression Instead, for aggression to occur, aggressive cues must be present. With the case of the anti-hunt protesters their level of aggression might be dependant on the external stimuli like watching videos that show the foxes being hunted. The videos could be graphic in nature which could result in arousal and increase of aggression. 
Hypothesis
The hypothesis being tested in this report will indicate that the anti-hunt group displayed more aggressive behaviour than the pro-hunt group.
Method
This report will carry out a qualitative analysis of a pre-recorded video where the anti-hunt group are protesting the hunting of fox using hounds. The anti-hunt protesters are on foot and the pro-hunters are on horses and on foot. The scoring excludes the police officers present at the protest. This will be done by recording instances of different forms of aggressive behaviours. An equal number of participants will be chosen and scored for each instance of behaviour. To score the instances of behaviour of aggression, the video has been watched 10 times and 5 participants from each group have been selected and scored on the behaviours of types of aggression e.g. verbal, physical, gestural and provocation. A scoring grid has been used to collect this data. There was no need to recruit participants for this report as the video is available for public viewing on YouTube and recorded by a member of the public present at the protest. 
Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0aLAbwR3fog 
See Appendix Table 1 for scoring grid

Results
The findings from this report indicate that the anti-hunt group were more aggressive than the pro-hunt group. The anti-hunt protesters showed more verbal aggression in the form name calling and chanting. They also displayed more physical aggression and some participants were seen shoving and pushing the other group’s members. The pro-hunt group was seen displaying behaviours that was provocation like blowing horns, waving hats and smiling/laughing at chants and name calling directed towards them from the other group. Both the groups showed gestural aggression which in the anti-hunters was in the form of facial expressions and in the pro-hunters as waving hands and clapping. Overall, the anti-hunt group displayed more behaviours of aggression which is clearly shown by the graph in Table 2. 
Discussion
The finding show that some of the behaviours of the anti-hunt and pro-hunt group member can be explained using the two theories mentioned above. The pro-hunt group displayed provocation and some verbal and physical behaviours and the anti-hunt group showed several types of aggressive behaviour. The display of frustration was clear from the shouting, chanting, name-calling and pushing behaviours.
The video was a short 3-minute clip which only captures a small part of the protest. It could be argued that the scenario is selective, or parts of the video are not clear on the other hand it is a real-life scene, and the participants are actual protester and supporters of fox hunting. 
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Appendices

Table 1
	Types of aggression
	Anti-hunt Group
	Pro-hunt Group

	Verbal
	|||| |||| |||| |||| ||||
	||

	Physical
	|||| |||
	|||

	Gestural
	||||
	|||| |||| |||

	Provocation
	|||
	|||| |||| |



Table 2

Anti-hunt vs Pro-hunt

Anti-hunt	Aggressive behaviours	40	Pro-hunt	Aggressive behaviours	29	



