[bookmark: _GoBack]Making use of funerary evidence associated with one individual pre-Roman Iron Age site, discuss how the evidence can be used to identify differences in social status in this community.

Introduction.
In this essay the Arras culture of Garton Station with regards to social status in the community will be analysed to collaborate a conclusion as to whether there are differences. Within this essay both books and journal articles will be used to contribute to the wider discussion.

Significance of site/time period.
Most sites that are in East Yorkshire are considered to be associated with the Arras culture, according to Timothy Darvill this is “Middle and late Iron Age in eastern Yorkshire”[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Darvill, Timothy, 2008] 

The Garton Station site is in East Yorkshire, this has some sort of significance as Jay, Montgomery, Nehlich, Towers and Evans suggest “that their Arras culture affinities with Continental Europe”[footnoteRef:2]. This shows the significance of this particular site as it is in Northern England. Barry Cunliffe suggested that the “Arras Culture burials have much in common with several distinct groups of the La Tène burials in northern Europe”[footnoteRef:3]. Which Sarunas Milisauska suggests that “La Tène style of ornament first appeared around the beginning of the fifth century BC”[footnoteRef:4]. And it is suggested that this period end around the first century BCE. [2:  Jay, Mandy et al, 2013, p.473]  [3:  Cunliffe, Barry, Iron Age Britain, 1995, p.47]  [4:  Milisauskas, Sarunas, European Prehistory A Survey, 1978, p.354] 

It is believed that the burial customs would sometimes change from one thing to another, and that they would be similar to one another for example inhumation or cremation. Yet, when talking about inhumation, Barry Cunliffe states in his book that “This style of burial, hitherto completely alien in Britain, is well known among early La Tène cultures of France and Germany”[footnoteRef:5]. 	To build on this Mandy Jay et al state that the “Garton Station … were contacted with the head to the north (the normative Arras Culture rite)”[footnoteRef:6]. Therefore showing how this culture in Yorkshire was different to the others in Britain at the time [5:  Cunliffe, Barry, 1992, p.131]  [6:  Jay, Mandy et al, 2013, p.46] 

What sort of individuals were buried there.
According to one article a skeleton of a man was found in this site and that it is “of a man aged 30-40 about 1.7m (5ft 9in) in height in apparently good health and with an excellent set of teeth for the time”[footnoteRef:7]. From what is written it suggests that this individual had a high social status due as it seems that he was in good health. The same article also states that “Over 12,000 bone fragments from over 180 cattle were discovered in burial pits around the chariot”[footnoteRef:8]. Due to the bones being fragments this could suggest that the bones of the cattle could have been cremated, showing how there could have been a difference for how people and animals were buried. [7:  N/A, 2017]  [8:  N/A, 2017] 

I.M. Stead wrote in his book they “There was a considerable variety in the barrows/enclosures excavated”[footnoteRef:9]. The barrows that are described are the same as a Tumulus but with a different name, but one thing to not is that there are 2 different Tumulus which Kevin Garstik et al suggests that “one served primarily as a mausoleum – mound as cemetery – and one that acted as a memorial focused”[footnoteRef:10]. [9:  Stead, I.M, 1991 p.17]  [10:  Garstik, Kevin et al, 2014, p.25] 

In the article Mary Jay et al describes how some bone samples were all taken and states that “Bone samples were all rib, except for three of the chariot burial, where samples were taken from both rib and humerus, as well as dentine”[footnoteRef:11]. This could either suggest that there were multiple individuals buried in this area or only one. But once again according to Mandy Jay the “dentine showing a mainly childhood signal, humerus showing long-term average lifetime and rib having a higher turnover rate”[footnoteRef:12]. The evidence here therefore shows how there were multiple individuals buried in this area, it could suggest that there was a family buried together or it could be something else, [11:  Jay, Mandy et al, 2013, p.478]  [12:  Jay, Mandy et al, 2013, p.478] 

Significance of the items.
One notable discovery in the Garton Station is that of chariots where Barry Cunliffe wrote “Actual two-wheeled vehicles, possibly of the war chariot kind, have been recorded in a number of Yorkshire burials, most notably at Wetwang Slack Garton Slack”[footnoteRef:13]. Suggesting that the people here are of high status. Barry Cunliffe also argues that the “principle element of the Yorkshire cart burials can therefore be seen to be inhumations”[footnoteRef:14]. It could be suggested that inhumation is the preferred method of burial as Mandy Jay et al suggests in the article that “inhumations fit within the general pattern and it is the Garton Station and Kirkburn individuals that fill in this area”[footnoteRef:15].  [13:  Cunliffe, Barry 1991, p.492]  [14:  Cunliffe, Barry, 1991 p.503]  [15:  Jay, Mandy et al 2013, p.481] 

One thing to remember is that it is not only chariots that were discovered in the Garton Station, but other objects as well, according to Graeme Erskine et al “1 Shield, 14 Iron Spearheads, 1 Iron Sword”[footnoteRef:16]. This suggests that the people that were buried here could have been warriors of some sort due to the weaponry. [16:  Graeme Erskine et al, 2016, p.47] 

One thing that’s stands out is that some glass artefacts were discovered in the site, according to Miranda Green “and other sites in the East Riding of Yorkshire have yielded examples of jet, amber, bronze and more commonly glass”[footnoteRef:17]. This is something that is uncommon to find in certain areas, so we could suggest that it was either made in the area or that it was imported, therefore suggesting that the majority of people that lived in this area had some sort of high status, or what we would consider a way to access some wealth.  [17:  Green Miranda, 1995 p.103] 

Something that was discovered with the chariots were linch-pins, which are used to stop a wheel from sliding off whilst it’s riding. I.M Stead states in his book that “A very different linch-pin at Garton Station had a small iron ring in a comparable position”[footnoteRef:18]. Which suggests that the people of this area either had a different knowledge and knew how to make them better, or not enough knowledge and therefore they were not of very good quality. But the evidence we have suggests that the majority of the people that were buried and lived here were had a relatively high social status. [18:  Stead,  I.M, 1991, p.46] 

Conclusion.
To conclude it is suggested that many of the people that were buried here, were of a high social status due to the fact that many of them were buried with chariots. The only one that we could suggest was of a low social status could be the child, since because of its age it may not have as much status as someone in the community who would be older.
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