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	1.	Points of contact



If you need to discuss anything relating to the module contact: 
Tom Cox (module coordinator)  at t.cox@uwtsd.ac.uk

	2.	Our expectations



We hope that you will enjoy the module and programme and are here to help. You should: 
· Make good use of the University facilities and resources
· Attend and participate in sessions
· Act responsibly 
· Meet assignment deadlines
· Engage and Participate in all sessions

Please read the University Regulations for Students.



	3.	Aims and Learning Outcomes



AIM(S) 
· To engage students with the knowledge and understanding of child development and external factors that influence well-being and development. 
· To equip students with the skills to observe learners and reflect on practices in an education-based setting, through the model of ‘meet, test, share’.


LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
· understand theories and research that underpin child development, well-being and learning from 0-19 years and how these relate to teaching and learning;
· identify and reflect on professional and legal responsibilities of working with children and young people from 0–19 years and how these relate to the role of the professional teacher; 
· identify effective approaches for meeting the diverse needs of all learners.




	4.	Relationship to four purposes of the new curriculum:



	To develop children and young people as:
	Relationship in this module: Students will be able to:

	Ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives. 
	Begin to understand the diverse needs of all learners to ensure pupil progress.

	Enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work.  
	Engage in a range of creative learning opportunities, promote autonomy and apply their knowledge and skills to teaching and learning.

	Ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world.  
	Understand the role of a professional teacher in respecting the needs and rights of pupils as members of diverse societies, and challenge assumptions and beliefs that lead to stereotyping.

	Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. 

	Show an understanding of theories and research that impact on promoting the mental and emotional well-being of pupils by developing confidence, resilience and empathy in their practice. 






	5.	Module introduction



The module will provide you with a variety of experiences that will allow you to explore and develop a conceptual knowledge and a critically considered understanding of the key theories and research that underpin the holistic development of children and young people including an introduction to physical literacy.
Throughout the module we will consider how theory and research impact on practice within educational settings and you will be introduced to a teacher’s contractual, pastoral, and legal responsibilities relating to Additional Learning Needs, Additional Needs, safeguarding and child protection, children’s health and well-being, rights and voices.
The module will introduce the physical, emotional, social, intellectual and other needs of learners that impact on their learning and development and allow you to consider initial approaches to reflective practice within an educational environment. 
Over the course of the module we will explore strategies and approaches that support equality and diversity and challenge beliefs and assumptions about the norm. 
This module incorporates many elements which relate to the global dimensions, an appreciation of culture and diversity and the UN rights of the child to have a voice and express an opinion. 
            






	6.	Module Content



This module will promote the development and application of the following research dispositions:


Key: Reference to Research Mapping and Bridging

	Being an Ethical Researcher
	To understand the ethical base of inquiry in a complicated workplace
· knowing ethical principles of research
· understanding positionality within research
· recognising own beliefs and assumptions about the world


	Being a Sceptical Researcher
	To understand empirical evidence in a contested terrain
· Being aware of the political, economic and social drivers for, and implications of, ‘evidence’. 










MODES OF DELIVERY
 
	Synchronous sessions - online timetabled sessions held in real time where there will be live input from tutors, directed tasks and tutor and peer led group discussions.
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	Asynchronous sessions - online timetabled sessions where all material will be posted online with follow-up online input e.g. discussion forum, blogs etc. 
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	Directed tasks – tasks set during or at the end of sessions that you will be expected to complete independently. These will support your knowledge and understanding of the topic and will be formatively assessed in follow-up sessions. 
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	Face to face sessions – Live sessions on campus in timetabled classrooms 
	[image: ]










Session Outline

N.B The order of these sessions may change according to circumstances and there will
be overlap in the themes covered.


	Sesiwn / Session
Date/Dyddiad
	Cynnwys / Content
	Staff/ 

	1

28/9/26

 

	
Introduction to aims/outcomes of module, handbook overview,
Location of materials on Moodle. 

Assessment overview and the introduction of Ella. Introduction to the learner and the holistic development of children. 
Age v Stage and progression in learning. 
Learning development debate – Nature v Nurture.  

	
TC- EM
9am -10:40pm
TL14


	2

28/9/26

	
Consider various and contesting views regarding cognitive, emotional, social and spiritual development and an introduction to neuroscience. 
The whole brain child.



	
TC- EM
11am-12:40pm
TL14


	3

28/9/26

	
Personality Development 
Erikson’s stages of personality development theory. The importance for teachers and possible implications for the classroom. 





	
TC- EM 
1:30pm-3:10pm
TL14


	4

5/10/26






	
Exploring the influence of different layers of the environment on the individual learner (team around the child), e.g. Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems model. Considering the challenges of multi-agency collaboration. 

	
TC EM 
9am -10:40am
TL14


	5
5/10/26

	
The development and stages of play + OBSERVATION TECHNIQUES + Reflection  




	
NR- EM 
11am-12:40pm
TL14



	6
5/10/26

	
Attachment Theory 

INTRODUCTION TO EMOTIONAL & SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT BRIDGING ACTIVITY


	
TC- EM
1:30pm-3:10pm
TL14



	Bridging TEST DAY 

7/10/26


	Bridging TEST day – Emotional development focus “Policy to Practice” & Social development focus “Respecting their rights”. 

See guidance booklet and Student-Teacher Enquiry Evidence Records (STEER) on Moodle.

	Network Schools



	7
Bridging SHARE 

8/10/26

	Bridging experiences / information will be shared at the beginning of this session in order to develop students’ ability to articulate an argument.  

Links to Ella’s profile explored. 

(Scaffold / Walk through identification of Ella’s emotional and social developmental needs – identify strategies observed in school on bridging and collaborative research for supporting theoretical underpinning. Paired work to continue to modelled approach for Ella’s other needs.) 

	
TC EM 
9am -10:40am
TL14


	8

8/10/26

	The child as a learner: Learning theory 1

Learning and memory

Introduction to contesting historical theories of learning, e.g. Constructivism. Introduction to Piaget and Vygotsky.




	
TC- EM
11am-12:40pm
TL14

	9

12/10/26

	The child as a learner: Learning theory 2 

Introduction to contesting historical theories of learning, e.g. Behaviourism and Humanistic, and the various key theorists associated with each.




INTRODUCTION TO COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT BRIDGING ACTIVITY

	
TC- EM 
9am -10:40am CJ4



	10
12/10/26

	The importance of physicality and quality movement for child development. 

Developing a broad movement vocabulary- Fundamental movement concepts, foundational skill development.  Links to physical literacy.
The significance of high expectation in gross motor development, physical activities across areas of learning and daily physical development opportunities.

GUEST SPEAKER – Dr. Nalda Wainwright Introduction to Physical Literacy.

INTRODUCTION TO PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT BRIDGING ACTIVITY

	Dr Nalda Wainwright
11am-12:40pm
WM + EM
CJ4

	11
12/10/26

	Assessment Guidance


	TC/ MD
 WM + EM
1:30pm-3:10pm
CJ4

	Bridging TEST DAY

14/10/26

	Bridging TEST day   Cognitive development focus “Approaches in action” +  Physical development focus “Focus on physicality”. 


See guidance booklet and Student-Teacher Enquiry Evidence Record (STEER) on Moodle.

	Network Schools



	12
Bridging SHARE 
15/10/26


	Bridging experiences / information will be shared at the beginning of this session in order to develop students’ ability to articulate observations and opinions. Links to Ella’s profile explored. 

(ACTIVITY - Giant mind mapping of Ella cognitive development needs/ school strategies from bridging to aid Ella’s development and research to support) 

	GUEST SPEAKER- EM 
9am -10:40am
TL14


	13
15/10/26

	Introduction to Speech and Language development 

GUEST SPEAKER  - Carmarthenshire Speech and Language Dept

	GUEST SPEAKER-
TC- EM
11am-12:40pm
TL14

	14
19/10/26

	Introduction to reading Development 

	JM – EM
9am -10:40am
TL14

	15
19/10/26

	ALN documentation and statutory obligations
Recent developments (New Bill statutory in 2020)
Planning for individual needs – Individual Development Plan. Inclusive support strategies focusing on equality and diversity within the mainstream classroom.  Challenging personal beliefs and assumptions regarding supporting pupils with ALN and other needs



	
NR – EM
11am -12:40am
TL14


	16
19/10/26







	Develop students’ understanding of The Rights of the Child (UNCRC), children’ as voice e.g. article 12 and pupil participation.  
Explore the ethical considerations of working with children, including the use of inclusive language and challenging stereotypical beliefs and assumptions.

Assessment guidance Q&A

	
TC – EM
1:30pm-3:10pm
TL14











	7.	Assessment tasks and guidance





	MODULE CODE
	   MODULE TITLE
	     MODE OF ASSESSMENT

	
ECAD4016
	
Cycle 1 Core Studies: The Learner: who am I teaching?

	Assessment/Component: 1

TYPE: aSSIGNMENT
COMPONENT WEIGHTING: 100%

WORD COUNT: 2000 WORDS

SUBMISSION DATE: 2/11/26




Please see Assessment Specification form (on Moodle) for more detailed assessment information and guidance.

Assignment Title:  

Using the pupil profile given, identify how specific aspects of the child’s holistic development could be met within an educational setting. Underpin this with references to relevant theories, research and examples of excellent practice.






	8.	Reading list




	Module Code
	ECAD4007

	Module Title
	Cycle 1 Core Studies: The Learner: who am I teaching?

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic

	Essential
	Boyd , D. & Bee, H. (2014) The Developing Child (13th ed.). Harlow: Pearson Education Ltd.
MacbBlain, S. (2014) How children learn. London: Sage.
	
☒


	Essential
	Department for Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills. (2016) Inclusion and Pupil Support, Cardiff: Welsh Assembly Government. Available at: https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-05/guidance-inclusion-and-pupil-support_0.pdf
	
☒

	Essential
	Donaldson, G. (2015) Successful Futures. Crown Copyright. Cardiff. Available at: https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/successful-futures.pdf
	     
☒

	Essential
	Gray, C. & Macblain, S. (2015) Learning Theories in Childhood (2nd ed.) London: Sage.
	☒

	Essential
	Hughes, A., Netherwood, A., Neve, L., & Stokoe, J. (2010) Teaching Primary Special Educational Needs, Exeter: Learning Matters Ltd. 
	☒


	Essential
	National Assembly for Wales. (2002) Special Educational Needs Code of Practice for Wales, Cardiff: National Assembly for Wales.  
	☒

	Essential
	National Assembly for Wales. (2006) Safeguarding Children: Working Together under the Children Act 2004, Cardiff: NAW. 
	☒


	Further
	Dixon P, (2016) Testing Times: Success, Failure and Fiasco in Education Policy in Wales since Devolution. Cardiff:Welsh Academic Press.
	☒

	Further
	Farrell, M. (2012) Educating Special Children. 2nd edn. Oxon: Routledge
	☒

	Further
	Guldberg, H. (2009) Reclaiming Childhood – Freedom and Play in an Age of Fear. London: Routledge.                                                                                                
	☐


	Further
	Painter A, Bamfield M, (2015) The New Digital Learning Age: How we can enable social mobility through technology. London: RSA.
	☒

	Further
	Welsh Assembly Government. (2008) Personal and Social Education Framework for 7 to 19-year olds in Wales, Cardiff: Welsh Assembly Government. 
	☒


	Further
	Welsh Assembly Government. (2010) A Curriculum for All Learners, Cardiff: Welsh Assembly Government.
	☒
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