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Autism Act (2009) Available at:https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpda/2009/15/contents  (Accessed: 1st July 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_MUzS1ntC][bookmark: _Int_f1Ec3ef0]Acting legislation was an effective way to add support context to the debate. The information gathered was used to raise awareness on how the UK has supported people with autism. Overall, I used this as evidence to back up the government. Additionally, out of all the disabilities in the world, autism is the only one with this provision. It provides people under the spectrum with more equal rights, for example, guidelines for local authorities and healthcare providers to comply with, which ensures needs are being met and a better quality of care is delivered.   
Autism.Org.Uk (2022) what is autism? Available at:https://www.autism.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/what-is-autism (Accessed: 1st July 2022).
This reference was used for the main source of information regarding symptoms autistic people face. While researching information a government website is more accurate, for example, always up to date with regular reviews taking place. Moreover, this website shares real life experiences from autistic people and their families. All information is credible and from valuable sources. Also, it gave a good insight on how the public can best support people with this lifelong condition.
Brian, J. Zwaigenbaum, L. (2019) ‘Standards of diagnostic assessment for autism spectrum disorder’. Pediatrics & child health,24(7), pp.444-451. https://doi.org/10.1093/pch/pxz117 
[bookmark: _Int_BFJtdpUF][bookmark: _Int_KYZhyWv1]Researchers from this article used three diagnostic approaches to identify	 ASD (autism spectrum disorder). The information source was from google scholar, also useful in providing credible and accurate tools to assist with diagnosing ASD. The tables outlined step by step guidelines for assessment, which I found easy to follow. Overall, such a complex condition requires close observations, so the correct interventions can be put in place. More to the point, communication between all care providers is crucial to the diagnosis process. Individual behaviors and developmental processes are used to determine ASD diagnosis. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2022) Screening and Diagnosis. Available at: https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/screening.html (Accessed:1st July 2022).
Researchers from this website use data collected from people who have been identified with ASD or their families. During the debate I used some facts from the perspectives of real-life stories. I learned because of the complexity of ASD no medical tests can rule out the condition. Accurate and credible information provided from this website gave me an insight and better understanding of the diagnosis process. 
Childaustism.org (2022) Support, advice and services for children with autism. Available at: https://www.childautism.org.uk (Accessed: 1st July 2022).
Child Autism UK has over 20 years of experience providing support. It is a charity based in the UK. The main reason for using this foundation for a reference was to highlight the importance of seeking help. They offer a helpline for parents, as many have unanswered questions or may find it useful to talk with a clinician. Help is always at hand. More to the point, my plan was to utilize reliable and credible support for autistic people and their families.

Children and Families ACT (2014) Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6 (Accessed 2nd July 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_VxI5P4XD]Children and families ACT outlines governmental changes to the law which supports any child with Special educational needs (SEN) by providing the services of a special educational need's coordinator, they draw up a plan for staff to use as a guidance to support individual needs. Moreover, I found information useful to prove how the UK continues to support SEN children. Before this act came into effect many children did not get help to maintain their place in mainstream school. The use of this act demonstrates the protection vulnerable children have nowadays.
GOV.UK (2014) Education, Health and care plan. Available at: https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50258/sendiass/2355/education_health_and_care_plans/5 (Accessed: 2nd July 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_YD3ers99]Considering how the UK has supported autistic children, I utilized this government website to make awareness on the legal document available to children with SEN in education settings. Additional assessments with Child psychologists to determine the individual's need and level of support is requirement. Teaching staff can refer to suitable strategies on avoiding triggers and challenging behaviors. Many 
Mental health Act (1983) Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1983/20/contaents (Accessed 1st July 2022). 
[bookmark: _Int_4LQsiOOv]This legislation includes guidelines to protect individuals with mental health issues. The act was updated in 2007 to introduce more safeguarding for vulnerable people. To ensure individuals considered to be causing self-harm cannot refuse treatment. However, law states fair treatment should be given regardless. More to the point, it was useful to prove autistic people are entitled to equal rights, dignity, and respect which are covered by the mental health act.

MYASDF.ORG (2022) Identifying the disorder. Available at: https://wwwmyasdf.org/about-autism/identifying-disorder/  (Accessed: 2nd July 2022).

[bookmark: _Int_Qyu5qZxy]This research was useful in terms of helping with diagnosis process. Also advising early interventions as this improves their development. The website is reliable and regularly updated to comply with government guidelines. I used information to get the message across, what signs and symptoms to look out for, also act accordingly to ensure a better quality of life.

  

NHS.UK (2019) What is autism? Available at: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/autism/what-is-autism/  (Accessed: 9th July 2022)
[bookmark: _Int_U5OYuf68][bookmark: _Int_HZMezxX2]I found information from the NHS (National Health Services) website credible. It highlighted the potential causes; however, the main one is unknown. Many factors can contribute to the condition. This information source provided knowledge on how to treat and manage symptoms of ASD.

[bookmark: _Int_gjakvGjB]NICE.ORG.UK (2011) Autism spectrum disorder in under 19s:recognition, referral, and diagnosis. Available at: https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cg128  (Accessed:1st July 2022).
Guidelines on this website came into effect to support under 19-year Olds with autism. This source of information is reliable as it is government funded. Parents or healthcare providers can refer to, for a better understanding of what interventions can be put in place to help improve health. All information is accurate and updated on a regular basis. 

The.Guardian (2022) The Guardian view on Camhs in crisis: young people need more help. Available at: https://www.//amp-theguardian-com.cdn.ampproject.org (Accessed: 3rd July 2022).
This newspaper article provided efficient evidence to back up a point made during the debate. The information was gathered from surveys distributed by GP surgeries in the UK, for accuracy and credible facts. As states, times for assessments are growing longer since the pandemic. Camhs staff have been under pressure due to the current 25% rise in children suffering with mental health. Meanwhile, staff are spending time minimizing risks and identifying problems to combat safeguarding issues. Staff have a duty of care & the health and safety of children should come first. 

 


     
   
 
      


  




