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Focus Group Interview Questions

How Can We Develop Pupils’ Written Responses to an End of Main Activity Extension Task in a High Ability Group?”


Date of Interview: 


Thank all participants for their contributions and remind them that they can leave the interview without explanation if and when they so choose. Mention that this will help to improve lessons and extension tasks in future lessons.

Question 1: How do you feel about your overall progress in this subject?

	Interviewee
	Answer

	Child A
	

	Child B
	

	Child C
	




Question 2: What would you consider your strengths and weaknesses to be in English?

	Interviewee
	Answer

	Child A
	

	Child B
	

	Child C
	





Question 3: Do you enjoy the extension tasks that are made available to you in the lesson?

	Interviewee
	Answer

	Child A
	

	Child B
	

	Child C
	




Question 4: Do you feel that the extension tasks are challenging? 

	Interviewee
	Answer

	Child A
	

	Child B
	

	Child C
	




Question 5: Do you feel that the extension tasks help to improve your understanding of the work completed in the lesson?

	Interviewee
	Answer

	Child A
	

	Child B
	

	Child C
	


Question 6: How do you think extension tasks can be improved? Are there any tasks that you can think of that would be more engaging?

	Interviewee
	Answer

	Child A
	

	Child B
	

	Child C
	




Question 7: Are there any occasions that you can remember that you found the extension tasks particularly enjoyable? 

	Interviewee
	Answer

	Child A
	

	Child B
	

	Child C
	




Question 8: Do you think that having an extension task puts any pupils at a disadvantage?

	Interviewee
	Answer

	Child A
	

	Child B
	

	Child C
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Appendix 7 – Lesson Study Lesson Plan
	Time
	Activities/Methodology/Key Concepts
(Teacher’s Role – including key teaching points and key questions differentiation strategies,, )
	Pupil Tasks
(Pupils’ role -including engagement in formative assessment and homework)

	Resources
(Including Health and Safety requirement)

	

Opening phase  (with links to  prior learning)
	· Starter questions and ‘challenge’ questions on the IWB.
· Explanation of today’s tasks and L.Os.
Task should take 5 minutes

	· Pupils will complete two recap questions and two challenge questions. These will then be discussed with the class. 
Task should take 7 minutes


	

	

Teaching & Core Learning
	· There will be a PowerPoint with top tips and an outline of today’s tasks. Pupils will use this information in their planning. 
· There will be a structured planning sheet given to all pupils. This will be explained at the front of the class to ensure that all pupils are aware of what goes in each box. 
· Pupils will then complete this information sheet with the appropriate information. 
· There will also be an extension task where pupils will analyse the speech from a settlers point of view. Pupils will write a spider diagram in their books.
	· Pupils will follow a PowerPoint, which will outline today’s tasks and will have top tips for each section.
Task should take 10 minutes
· The planning sheet will be explained to all pupils from the front of the class, ensuring that all pupils are aware of what needs to be done. 
Task should take 7 minutes
· Pupils will complete their planning sheets with the information that they would like to include. 
Task should take 20 minutes
· There will also be an extension task for the pupils who finish their plan before the 20 minutes. 
	

	

Plenary
	· I will bring the class back to the front where I will go through each section. Pupils can share ideas and the information that was put in each section. 



	· Pupils will share their ideas from each section with the rest of the class.
Task should take 10 minutes
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YSGOL GYFUN EMLYN

Prifathro | Headteacher: E. H. Thomas, B.6d., N.PQH.

January 2020

Dear Parent / Carer,

I am currently a student teacher at Ysgol Gyfun Emlyn and am studying for a Post

EG)ro%ucfe Certificate in Education qualification at the University of Wales Trinity Saint
avid.

As'partl of my course | am required to include an aspect of my teaching in a
}anersvfyfbosed research task. With your permission, | would like to use some of the
information | gain from teaching your son/daughter for my assignment. The activities |
under?oke With your child, and their class for my research, will form part of their usual
teaching and learning, and | will not be changing how or what they learn, just
observing and recording the outcomes.

In brief, I will be looking at pupils’ responses to extension tasks and noting the impact

of the tasks. | then hope to improve the responses given by pupils through a range of
activities in class.

The research is supported by school and will be carried out by myself and a
colleague from another local school. Information will be gathered on a series of

observation and reflection sheets used during your child’s lesson. These will be stored
securely. | can assure you that all names will be kept strictly confidential, and will only
be known by myself, and my research partner.

Your child's participation in this study is completely voluntary. Your child can withdraw
from the study at any stage. Your child will also be asked to give their consent before
starting the study. ;

My study will be stored on a password protected OneDrive account, and the
research and observation sheets will be destroyed once the assessment has been
marked. | would be happy to provide you with a copy of my observation findings at
your request.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your support with this
task, which is fully supported by Ysgol Gyfun Emlyn.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact myself, or Mr Seamus
O'Sullivan, Assistant Head Teacher, here at the school.

Yours sincerely,

Jessica Jones [Student teacher for English]
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