Unit 1 Task 4

On 1st December, I went and saw a show in Y Llwyfan called The Visit. I went in having no idea what type of show it would be, or if I’d even like it. I didn’t let myself search up any information on the play, as I wanted it to be a surprise, and I also wanted to feel that excitement as I left the theatre, having just come out from watching something I had never heard of before, and thinking about how everyone did an amazing job showing off their skills and telling the story perfectly. I personally really enjoyed the play. They added a modernised spin to it, to make the play seem more relatable to today’s audiences, and although I didn’t understand the plot of the play at the beginning, I started to quickly get the story that the actors were trying to tell me, and having found out what the play was actually about, that’s when I came to the conclusion that the actors did an excellent job. It first started off comedic, with some jokes added here and there. From then on, I thought it was going to be a comedic play, but then a twist was added, and it had a dark turn during the middle. It still contained some of the comedic elements, but I wasn’t expecting the dark turn at all. All the actors even played 2 characters, but the characters were parallel to each other. One character was a part of this world with a modernized problem that they were involved in, and the other character was a part of this world that seemed to be set a lot more in olden times, where they also had a problem they were involved in, and for example, if one of the characters the actor played, if they were the cause of the problem in one world, the character was the cause of the problem in the other world. This is what confused me in the beginning, as sometimes the worlds switched and I had no idea, but I quickly caught on, and it turned out to be a fantastic play. I was given the chance to interview one of the actors, Pay Kedar, who played Mrs Ill. One of the questions I asked was ‘How did you play a character that’s playing an actor and playing a character who’s playing a character?’ She replied with “If you’re playing a student who’s acting, the student who’s acting knows that’s she’s playing a character, right? And, we had to do like ‘Hammy Acting’ like smackting which enhanced when we were playing the character. So, I guess, if you’re playing a character who is acting, you’re acting.” Kedar (2023). I thought this was quite interesting, because I’d never heard of Hammy Acting before, but all it is is overacting, so that makes sense now that I have seen the play, and I guess just playing another character parallel to the other character you’re playing, you are just playing another character, so just act it! Another question I asked her was ‘Was there anything you didn’t understand?’ and her response was “I think this is more of a question for people who watched the show than who were not in the show, because if I didn’t understand something that was going on in the show I’m in, I’m not doing my job right. I’m in the play, I’ve read the script, we worked on it and rehearsed it, we’ve worked on it with the director and everyone else, so you should know everything that’s going on. By the end, you should understand what the plays about and what is going on because you’re in it. And if you don’t understand that, you’re not really doing your job. But I do understand if you’re an actor at the beginning of the play and you don’t understand some bits that are going on, because that’s the beginning, you’re going to figure that out with the director and your classmates and then in the end, you’ll understand everything, but I did understand everything that was going on.” Kedar (2023).This was also interesting to me to find out that someone figured out the plot straight away, despite me being confused and not having realise what happened until the end of the play. Although it may not be everyone’s cup of tea, you can tell everyone in the production worked hard, and I would definitely recommend this play to all. 
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