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Abstract

This report explores students experiences and the impact Virtual Learning Environments have on ones learning experiences. The sources used during this report are primary and secondary sources of research and including the methodology, findings and conclusion.





Introduction

In this report I will be exploring the impact that virtual learning environments (VLE) have on students’ learning experiences and looking at the advantages and disadvantages surrounding this. I will also be carrying out a survey in which I will ask my peers and other university students about their experiences with virtual learning; what they found beneficial, what they thought could have been done better and what kind of support they were offered if needed. During the last 2 years when we have been in a pandemic, virtual learning environments have become increasingly popular due to it being impossible to carry out learning in person and having to therefore adhere to the government’s advice. The use of VLE has increased all over the world and has therefore had a major impact on students’ learning experiences and lecturers’ teaching experiences as everything has had to be conducted through online resources. 












Methods

During this report  I conducted a primary and secondary research in order to support my findings in regards to Virtual Learning Environments (VLE) and students learning experiences. For my primary research I conducted a questionnaire which I sent of to my peers to fill out in order to gain and understand their experience with VLE and to gain a little more insight to how other people find as I personally was not satisfied however I was not necessarily satisfied either.

Whereas in the secondary research I aimed to find articles relating to a wider VLE students experiences essentially around the globe and some more censured around the UK where I found about different learners such as passive and active learners and the differences within their experiences and the questionnaires and figures to support the researcher’s findings.


Primary research

As my primary research I was asked to conduct a questionnaire in order to gain a better insight and understanding of other people’s experiences about virtual learning environments which most of us had to experience over the last to 2 years due to the ongoing pandemic. 
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Overall, 17 people answered my questionnaire in which I found important to ask their gender as I do feel that it plays a part in one’s preferred learning styles.

Question 1.
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I do believe that the result I gained for this part of the questionnaire was unreliable, the reason I say this is because I think some of my participants may have entered to different answers as there were 19 responce on the table however it was answered by 17 people.

Question 2. 
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Finding out how learning was provided to my peers was also important as I believed it to have an impact in their answers and experiences.

Question 3
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After finding out that some of my peers had both online and in person lecture I found it vital to try understand to how it was divided in terms of percentages closes to their experiences.

Question 4
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Most people said they found it easy to locate the pre-recorded materials for their course whereas a few people said they did not and the rest answered maybe which gives me an indication that they did not know they had that option or they just did not find it nessecary. 

Question 5
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Question 6
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Question 7
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Question 8

In this part of the questionnaire I asked my peers who answered no or said the wish they had more to the previous question what kind support they would have liked. In which I gained very diverse answers 5 out the 17 people who answered my questionnaire stated that they weren’t sure or answered N/A. Whereas others mentioned things such as providing reading materials prior to presentations, one on one sessions with lecturers, better explanation, continuous reviews and extra support.

Question 9
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I found it really important to understand what kind of learners my peers were in order to gain a better insight into why they may or may not have had a pleasant learning experience. As the questionnaire shows most of my peers are auditory learners.





Secondary research

In their review of Virtual Learning Environments, Ryan and Poole (2019) noted that VLEs were developed to help students become less passive learners, which was often an issue with class learning situations. This benefit of VLE has made a big difference in my learning experience, as the VLE can be more pace-friendly, allowing me to process information I would perhaps have not have been able to in a class room setting. Active learning is believed to promote critical thinking skills which are vital in the life outside education as I believe that it pays a vital part in students actually learning rather than memorising the content without an actual understand of why or what they are learning about and perhaps how they could implement it in their daily life. In my personal experience I do believe that sometimes teachers/lecturers play a part in whether their students are passive or active learners, the reasons to this is because sometimes the teacher do not realise the amount of pressure the lay on student in terms of their attainments and how quickly they learn instead of focusing on how a student’s learns best in order to not only retain the information until exams but to also be able to apply that outside a classroom.

(Weller, 2007) believes that virtual learning environments would be suitable to learners regardless of their learning styles and therefore provide them with the best possible education in comparison to being only in a classroom/lecture environments which he believed catered for auditory learners only which researchers (Williams and Fardon, 2005; Vigentini, 2009) explained to be those who learn best by listening. The teaching style and a student learning style is believed to have an impact to their virtual learning experience which I agree upon in my personal experience as a student with a learning disability which already places me to an advantage as I am a visual and auditory learner, however is a disadvantage in terms of my ability to concentrate for extensive hours as I due to it not being in a way compulsory for me in comparison to a classroom setting. Other may however argue that because it is a virtual learning environment, they find it easier to concentrate as they are able to go at their own pace. Whitworth, 2005, argues that many universities or higher educational institutions are gradually becoming disunified therefor lacking in unity.

Whitworth sees VLE’s as a method to defeat the issues brought up by the national increase in the numbers of students coming to university and the increased workload that comes for the lecturers, supports (Richardson, 2001). Research also shows that students who were in an active learning environment had a better attainment in comparison to more passive learners which was based on solely on lecture environment. 

In a study conducted by (Bromage, 2003) he discovered that out of the 209 students at Coventry University, 57% of the students who took part in the study read the learning materials, whereas 52% of students actually downloaded the learning materials, however only 14% of the students actually accessed external web pages. This demonstrated that students used VLE as an online lecture note instead of additional information used to increase ones understanding and encourage further research into the topic or module. This could potentially cause the students to not have the most successful attainment in their studies as they do not possess enough knowledge which is required with further and independent learnings and outside resources.  Von Kondky et al. (2009) argues that “uploading recordings of lectures to the VLE does not impact on lecture attendance and students who attend lectures and listened to online recordings tend to perform better.” I believe this is true as it gives the students opportunity to go over the slides and voice recordings and write notes whilst processing questions and therefore coming to lecture with an insight of what the lecturer is talking about but also be able to ask questions in order to further their knowledge.

Most academic focus on learning in terms of the use of VLEs, however it is argued by Selwyn (2000) that researcher should be aware and careful because there is a social, cultural, political and economic impact in educational computing. Alexander (20060 then furthers this pointing out the diverse society we live in and the importance of taking other people’s cultural factors into account. The significance should be made to make sure that individuals and minorities are reassured to develop mental models within their own minority group, this is usually described as the “salad model of diversity where the richness of the mixture is sees as valuable, instead of the melting pot where uniformity is encouraged. (Aleksander, 2006).

In a study conducted by Bridges and colleagues the dental students experiences and therefore preference was influenced by the year they started their course. The percentages of dental students in their first year who preferred distance learning was undeniably higher in comparison to the dental students in the years above. A similar study was conducted by Sritongthaworn et al. (2006) and Teo at al. (2011) which supported Bridges finding that younger dental students were found to adapt to e-learning quicker. A factor which played a part in the result might be the curriculum difference at the time of studies, older dental students learned the more theoretical science of the course which entailed theory and procedural knowledge and skills.






Conclusion

My conclusions are as follows. Through my secondary research discovered that students had different experiences in regards to their virtual learning experience and it was believed to be due to the year they started their studies. Research had also shown that student had become more active learners due to VLEs and due to being able to refer back to their learning materials, whereas in classroom environment the learning was more passive than active which could lead to students falling behind with their studies. From my primary research which was a questionnaire I found out that my peers had different experiences when it came to the VLEs partially due to their learning styles however must people believed that the support offered by the university could have been better for example, by offering one to one support, extra reading materials prior to presentations and continuous review.
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Merkitse vain yksi soikio.
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pre-recorded lectures
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1. How much did you enjoy online learning? *



2. How was the learning provided to you? *
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6. were you provided with online material eg. slides to look at before your lectures? *
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Hands on learner
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Google ei ole luonut tai hyväksynyt tätä sisältöä.



7. Did you feel like you had enough support in order to achieve a successful attainment? *



8. If your answer to the previous question was no or wish I had more what kind support would
you have liked? *



9. What kind of learner are you? *
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