[bookmark: _GoBack]Using a theme or traditional tale as a stimulus, consider how you might embed the six areas of learning and experience and four purposes (Donaldson) in an integrated, cross-curricular approach.

Barnes (2015) says “The world beyond the classroom is cross-curricular. Through my window I see walls, trees, people walking by, cars, birds, clouds and the occasional aeroplane – I understand none of them fully from the perspective of just one curriculum subject.”  This quote shows the importance of teaching cross-curricular subjects within schools, emphasising that in the real world, you need knowledge from all subjects to understand what’s in front of you. Therefore, I have chosen the topic ‘The Tudors’ to discuss within this essay, showing a range of cross-curricular activities aimed at year 4 children. 

Donaldson (2015) says “the purpose of the new curriculum in Wales is to support out children and young people to be: ambitious capable learners, enterprising creative contributors, ethical informed citizens and healthy confident individuals.” He also says the new curriculum will have six areas of learning, these being “expressive arts, health and well-being, humanities, languages literacy and communication, mathematics and numeracy and science and technology.” In addition to the three cross-curricular responsibilities: Literacy, numeracy and digital competence. (Welsh Government: Date:2017) 

As primary school teachers, it is our job to ensure the purposes are being met and taught across the curriculum. Barnes (2015) says “Today many teachers continue to see cross-curricular approaches as motivating, enjoyable and capable of building relevance and meaning into a curriculum” thus showing the importance. After considering Donaldson’s four purposes and areas of learning, I have planned and prepared activities which include as many of these. Although Donaldson has used six areas of learning and experience, he also says “subjects and disciplines should remain important but
that these should be grouped within six Areas of Learning and Experience” (Donaldson 2015, P38), so therefore I have ensured this within my planning. I have also included cross-curricular activities where appropriate as Barnes (2015) says “Cross-curricular learning recognises multiple viewpoints and seeks to build more knowledgeable, lasting and transferable understandings of the world around us.” However, I have insured I have not included too many subjects in each activity, as Barnes (2015) says “in past manifestations spurious links were often made between too many subjects” showing that if too many subjects are linked, some subjects show little progression. 

The children will have been introduced to the topic the Tudors in previous lessons. They will have learnt about the food, clothing and lifestyles. All the activities I have planned are building on the children’s previous knowledge of the topic and allowing the children to learn more in depth about each area. The children will have created a power point presentation summarising what they have learnt so far, which they will read through on their iPad at the beginning of each lesson, encouraging them to recap the topic. 

The first activity I have planned is for the children to look at the different styles of Tudor dance. This coming under the area of learning Expressive Arts, focusing mainly on the subjects Physical Education and Music “encouraging the children to develop their creative appreciation and talent and their artistic performance skills.” The children will look at the differences between dance and music from the Tudor times, to today’s society. They will compare and contrast the music developing their language, literacy and communication area of learning and then work in groups and pairs to plan and rehearse their own Tudor style dance, preparing to perform in front of the rest of the group giving them the “opportunity to recognise the principles of simple composition and choreography in order to use them to plan sequences” (DCELLS, 2008, Physical Education), allowing them to “practice and evaluate their performing in order to improve” (DCELLS, 2008, Music) and also allowing them to become “healthy confident individuals” by “helping them to develop resilience and feel more confident as they gain enjoyment and personal satisfaction from creative expression; contributing directly to enriching the quality of their lives. “(Donaldson 2015, P44). Donaldson (2015) says digital competence needs to be improved within the future curriculum, therefore to enhance their Digital Competency skills, the children will have the use of iPads to research the different types of music and dance, allowing them to “plan and make decisions about which music they are going to perform, and how to perform it.” (DCELLS, 2008, Music) 

My second activity is ‘A day in the life of a Tudor’. This activity includes a visit to St Fagan’s which is within the children’s local area, developing their Y Cwriculwm Cymreig. Barnes (2015) puts emphasis on engaging activities, he says “An activity that ‘lights us up’ or makes our eyes sparkle is a powerful motivator.” This activity gives the children a “desire to be active” which acts on what Barnes says about the importance of powerful learning. (Barnes,2015, P264). This activity links with the area of learning Humanities, focusing on history but also including science and technology. There is a disadvantage to teaching science and technology as a cross curricular subject. Gozutok (2010) says “Regarding science and technology education program, explanations about cross-curriculum skills seems to be insufficient.” He believes this is because of the lack of information the subject teachers were given about making it cross curricular (Science Direct: Date 2010). Donaldson (2015) says “The Humanities Area of Learning and Experience provides rich opportunities for learning beyond the school walls, for example through exploring the local environment and learning from the experience of people.” The children will be carrying out many different activities within the trip to St Fagan’s, they will prepare a costume on the run up to the trip during their technology lessons, which they will be allowed to wear on the day. Within the trip the children will be able to compare and contrast the clothing from today’s society to the Tudor Times enabling them to “identify differences between ways of life at different times” (DCELLS,2008,History), discover more about the Tudor life after watching roleplay by an expert within St Fagan’s, drawing in on the environmental issues of the time and how their health was different to ours, allowing the children to develop their understanding about “how humans affect the local environment e.g. pollution” (DCELLS,2008,Science) . They will also experience a lesson within the trip, being taught on chalk boards, exactly how it was back in the Tudor times.  This trip will aid the children in becoming “ambitious capable learners” as they will be “gaining a solid base of knowledge and understanding of different times” (Donaldson,2015, P47) 
As a follow up to the visit as a short activity to develop the children’s literacy skills, they will write a diary following the trip. They will discuss the everyday life of a Tudor, comparing and contrasting on how it is different to our lives today. They will “organise talk so that different audiences can follow what is being said, e.g. giving background information, providing a brief summary of main points” and “explain main idea(s) with supporting details, including observations and explanations where relevant.”  (Welsh Government: 2013) 
Another activity I have planned is for the children to design and create the famous ‘Tudor Roses’. The task will be to research, design then create their own rose unique to them but with meaning behind it. This activity falls mainly under the area of learning expressive arts but will also link with language literacy and communication as the children will be exploring the artist ‘Holbein’ and making fact files on the importance if his work, “inspiring” the children. (DCELLS, 2008, Art and Design) This activity has focus on the subject art and design but will also be focusing on improving the children’s literacy skills whilst their creating the fact files. The children will present their Tudor rose to their peers, allowing the peers to reward them two stars and a wish (two good things, one improvement). To create the Tudor rose the children will be sculpting using clay allowing them to “explore, experiment with and apply the elements of visual, tactile and sensory language of art craft and design including line, tone, texture, shape” also allowing them to become “enterprising creative contributors” by “developing their creativity in a range of forms of expression; providing rich contexts and challenges within which they can work collaboratively, learning from critical appraisal of their work” after presenting their rose and fact file to the class. (DCELLS,2008, Art and Design).  This activity is difficult to plan to keep the children engaged. Barnes (2015) says “cross curricular learning is not without its dangers.” He says this could be down to a variety of issues, however with this specific activity, planning. Although this activity is fun for the children, the planning of each child’s individual needs may be an issue, some children may not find the activity engaging and therefore, as the teacher it would be essential to plan distraction/alternative methods for that specific child which may again, disrupt the cross-curricular learning. 
Finally, as an extra activity to develop the children’s numeracy skills we will look at the different money during the Tudor times ‘there were 240 pennies in one pound – ‘how does this compare to today’s money?’ will be the starter question. The children will then be given a scenario of a family during the Tudor times, given calculations and expected to work towards a total. This will enable the children to “transfer mathematical skills to a variety of contexts and everyday situation” and “select appropriate mathematics and techniques to use.”  (Welsh Government, 2013) 
Barnes identified eight cross-curricular approaches, these being ‘tokenistic, hierarchical, multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary, opportunistic, double focus, single transferable subject and theme-based.’ These pedagogies are “common and contrasting ways of using more than one subject to respond to a problem” and each has a “different aim.” (Barnes, 2015, P.272) Within my activities I have mainly focused on ‘Hierarchical cross-curricular learning’ which “occurs when ideas from one subject are used to enhance learning in another and also ‘theme based’ which is “using a theme to generate exploration through the eyes of several different subjects”. For hierarchical the aim is for learning in a dominant subject to be enhanced by the introduction of a subsidiary subject.” (Barnes,2015, P.272) For example, within my first activity of creating a Tudor style dance performance, both the children’s physical education and music skills are being developed equally. The main aim of the activity is for the children to compare and compose their own piece, however listening to the music is also enhancing the learning in the dominant subject. Regarding theme-based, I used “a relevant and authentic theme” ‘The Tudors’ to “generate learning in a variety of subjects.” (Barnes, 2015, P70) 
In conclusion, I believe cross-curricular learning is important. The areas of learning interlinking and being cross curricular pushes the children away from the negative attitude of saying “I can’t do art” or “I don’t enjoy art” as it is interlinked with other subjects, there will always be a reason for the children to enjoy an activity/topic when its cross curricular.
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