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Written Report - Self Reflection
For an assignment that should have been straightforward and liberating, it has actually proven to be rather challenging.  I have often been told that my writing skills have been one of my strongest attributes and it is something I enjoy doing.  One of my other interests is the cinema and, by extension, film.  I love discussing films and nearly every other word out of my mouth, according to my friends and family, is a film quote or reference.
Naturally, my favourite film related hobbies include discussing and critiquing film, which I often do with my somewhat likeminded brother, watching other film reviewers on You Tube, such as Schmoes Know, Jeremy Jahns  and reading articles and reviews on news websites like Collider.com and Ign.com.  
This inspired me to create my own blog online, isthatareference.blogspot.com, a place where I could publish my thoughts and opinions on the films I see as and when I want to.  I named the blog Is That A Reference as a reference to something my friends often poke fun at me for - a lot of what I say is usually a reference to a film, television show or video game.  Initially, this was purely just for my benefit, a hobby that I could go to whenever I felt like it.  However, it did not take me long to realise that this was something I would like to pursue as a career,  which is why I chose to work on my personal blog for this Professional Development module.
I started by taking the reviews I had already done for the 2019 Carmarthen Bay Film Festival and uploading them to my own blog, with a preface explaining how the purpose was slightly different than usual for these reviews, by not mentioning any negative aspects of the films in order to better promote independent film and the festival.  Writing about this type of content is new for my blog.  So far I have mostly reviewed big budget, studio, blockbuster movies, except for Eddie the Eagle, so it does make for a nice change of pace for me and my content.  The reason for this is that trips to the cinema these days are rather expensive, so I end up choosing these bigger films, such as Marvel and Star Wars, because I really enjoy them and can join in with the wider conversation and interaction with other fans.   
After this I decided to write a review on a new release film I had very recently been to the cinema to see – X-Men: Dark Phoenix.  I did have a backlog of reviews I wanted to make a start on, but I felt it was better to work on this one first as it was fresher in my mind.  However, as it turned out, it was also the first film in a while that I did not quite know how I felt about it at first.  After a couple of days mulling it over, discussing it with my brother, I started to get a clearer picture of my opinion on it.  This review still took a couple of days to write, despite not being that long.  Writer’s block is a real thing though and in those moments, everything can become distracting.  “I cannot leave those dirty dishes unwashed any longer”, “is that picture on the wall a bit squiff?” “I quite fancy a walk to Subway for lunch today”.  To paraphrase what a friend of mine, who is also a writer, once said to me, “writing is mostly procrastination”.
My next objective was to address the backlog, starting with Captain Marvel.  This was a different type of challenge because it has been a few months since I went to the cinema to see this Marvel movie, so I did have to turn to the internet for assistance - from other reviews, to promotional clips, to written synopses, I used whatever I legally could to help remind me of what I thought about it.  However, there has been a lot of controversy surrounding Captain Marvel.  On social media, you are only allowed to love it or hate it.  If you like it, you are considered liberal snowflake shill.  If you dislike it, you are labelled a misogynist.  Thankfully, this is only a very vocal minority and, at the moment, I am not a big enough name in the film reviewer space to be targeted in this way.  Regardless, this sort of situation would not deter me from giving my honest opinion on any film.  What would be the point in writing reviews otherwise?
Moving on from one Captain Marvel to another, DC’s Shazam! was the next review on my list.  Another comic book film, the trailers promised a light hearted tale of a young boy inheriting superpowers, like Penny Marshall’s Big meets superheroes.  Whilst still fun, it was also more emotional and surprisingly rather dark (or maybe unsurprisingly dark, since it is a DC film).  I remembered really enjoying this one.  It is not without its flaws, but it was fun and entertaining, so I found it less of a challenge to review.
I thought I had missed the chance to see How To Train Your Dragon: The Hidden World in the cinema but thanks to a Saturday morning Odeon Kids screening I attended with my younger sister, I managed to complete the hat trick of seeing this trilogy on the big screen.  For an animated multimedia series aimed at families and children, these films have well written characters, a heartfelt story and beautiful visual effects.  Therefore, in addition to the usual non-spoiler review, I also wanted to write an analysis or observation piece on the thematic and visual beauty of the trilogy as a whole.  This piece, however, is going to take more time to write and needs more planning and research than a typical review.  It would probably benefit from another viewing of all of the films as well, so the essay may need to be put on the back burner for a while longer until the home entertainment release of the third one.
The final item in my backlog was a review of Avengers: Endgame.  It closed out a twenty three film story arc across eleven years and has since become the second highest grossing film worldwide (before adjusting for inflation), very close to James Cameron’s Avatar.   I tried with this to write it as a conventional review, though at some point I realised that that would be too difficult.  Instead, I embraced my emotions towards it and just wrote about them.  
As I am doing this work for myself, I did not exactly have a contractor, client or host company to report to for feedback, so I thought it would be an interesting idea to get it from visitors to my blog.  Without an audience, without readers, this occupation goes no further than being a personal diary entry, so their opinion matters.  Since I do not have the broadest audience yet, I put the call out to friends whom I trust to tell me how it is, what they honestly think.
A number of people took the time to give their opinions on my blog.  Here is what they had to say.
“I like it. It’s quite professional, like something I’d read on IMDb or Rotten Tomatoes”. 
“I like how you make notes very close to when you viewed the film/series to use when you’re reviewing something.  It’s nice because you make sure that your audience gets all the relevant information about the film/series they need without you forgetting anything.  I really like the format of the blog itself too and that you also look at not so well known bits of media.  To improve, I guess I’d just keep adding more content regularly”.   
“Some of the reviews I think could be more extensive.  I’m sure you’re trying to keep them mainly spoiler free, but maybe you could use some more specificity in some.  In the Paris Song review, you mention the use of cinematography, but it could benefit more from some examples of contextual shots as opposed to just a general overview (which is how it felt).  All in all, it is written well though.  Your one on Shut Up and Dig made me actually want to go and see it, so that’s got to be pretty beneficial.  You talk about a good range of things too. Some plots, shots and contextual development - I think you could be more opinionated as well as factual, like, less of ‘[The Film] is a powerful message...’ and more ‘I felt [Film] sent a powerful message because...’”.
“When reading ‘Is That a Reference’ I found it clear and easy to use.  The layout is formal but not dull.  I mostly enjoy how there is a varied style of review, instead of just reviewing new releases there is a mixture of short films, film festivals and pilots.  However, I think my favourite thing is the style of writing.  I often find blogs and reviews these days trying to be too smart and sesquipedalian, aka, they try to use big words to bulk out their review.  ‘Is That a Reference’ is simple and explains everything in a short but analytical way that gives me all the information I need, nut, more importantly, actually makes me feel interested in finding out more about the subject.  
“The only thing I can say to improve on is I want more.  Sometimes, although the information is there, I want more.  I enjoy the style of writing and feel the writer could expand at certain points.  For instance, in ‘Paris Song Review’, James entails how he found Madi’s performance to be ‘brilliant’.  I would be interested in seeing an example of this without spoilers.  It is clear James is a capable writer, so why not give more examples of specific moments of performances or directions the film/plot goes in without spoiling anything”. 
“Starting with constructive criticism on the design/layout of the blog, include a logo - something memorable related to you, your name, your blog name, etc.  Include a border with the logo and a newer slogan, one that is snappier - shorter, to the point.  However, ‘Welcome’ to start is okay, I like the familiarity that it creates between you and the reader, with you giving the warm welcoming greeting.  
“The Firestorm review for example is to the point.  It doesn’t spoil anything for the viewer/audience allowing them to form their own opinion on the film without any influence.  However, by likening it to other well television shows, such as Thunderbirds, it appeals to fans of that series and allows them to know what sort of thing to expect from this.  
“With the Imaginary Bullets review, it is a very in-depth review.  Again, it doesn’t spoil anything and allows viewers to enforce their own opinions/reactions of/to the film. However, it also gives people more philosophical, hidden meanings/symbolism behind the narrative of the film.  This is done well so that it guides people to analyse the film for themselves, making them appreciate the work and research gone into the making of the project.  
“As far as how to improve, is there anything else these film makers/directors have done that you can mention or is it their debut?  This will not only guide more people who liked the film to more of their works, but would also show that you have done more research, making you appear more professional.” 
The extent of the feedback I received was overwhelming, particularly from friends.  I expected honesty, but the amount that they wrote and how seriously they took it was gratifying.  More have said that they would send feedback, but it will most likely be given after I have submitted this report.  Nevertheless, it should still prove valuable, regardless of when I receive it.   
I agree to some extent with the comments on the brevity of my reviews.  In order to avoid upsetting people with spoilers, since the definition of what classifies as a spoiler varies from person to person, depending on who you ask, I did keep my reviews general.  Judging by the feedback, maybe I kept them too general.  It is possible to avoid spoilers whilst also being specific, so with more time, thought and patience, that is something I can definitely work on.  I also agree with the comment about improving the slogan and adding a logo.  It is something I have thought needed doing, but might require some assistance with.  It would help forge my personal brand to have some sort of iconography synonymous with my blog.
It is touching and encouraging reading their comments writing style and ability.  I believe that they would not have necessarily praised it if they did not actually think positively of it, so it does make me feel fairly more confident.       
I have found some difficulty with this particular report for this module.  This has come from the fact that, other than actually watching the films and what I have already outlined above, most of my days were spent sitting at my laptop, either typing or thinking about what to type.  It has been difficult to write a daily journal in order to assist with the writing of this piece as a result, therefore this report has suffered to some extent from repetitive content and, despite somewhat unfocussed rambling, brevity.  I have been asked to continue my work with Carmarthen Bay Film Festival by contributing more reviews for the 2019 award winners, to be published online.  Hopefully this will help me to further develop my hobby into a profession, even if my work for this module is unsatisfactory and does not show it.  Either way, this has been another valuable experience.
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