Part B – Written Assignment

As a student-teacher in University in Wales at Trinity St David, taking part in the Primary Education with QTS course challenges my beliefs and assumptions about how schools respond to opportunities and challenges in their community on a daily basis. At such a pinnacle point in the history of education in Wales applying my knowledge and understanding of what is required as a student-teacher operating under the old curriculum for the next two years, while taking on new approaches designed in the reformed curriculum is a unique position I have the privilege to experience. Recognising that we are in a transitional phase in the educational process here in Wales makes the application of curriculum reform challenging. Exposure to such change deepens my perception of how education across Wales differs considerably and how this effects my professional teaching experience in a classroom environment . 

My PTE has been designated at Pembroke Dock Community School which in its own right has generated a series of questions about my own learning experiences in a Primary School in Wales. I hope to  combine these experiences to help the new generation of Early Years children in my Placement School. I am passionate about listening to how children feel when guiding them through a process designed to give them the relevant skills expected to meet demands of the society they live in. I believe it is important to identify their individual strengths and as a teacher to  guide them in avenues that accommodates them. It is important for children to have a strong sense of self and individuality when they do begin to engage independently in the wider world to ensure sound emotional well-being. I feel when put in a position to teach the Foundation Phase that it is vital you consider their life outside of school when assessing their ability to learn in your classroom. I believe thorough investigation of observing children’s experiences away from curriculum content is key to unlocking their individual potential which is extremely important when keeping children’s emotional and physical well being in tact. 

The assumptions I have about what it means to be a teacher in foundation phase have been pleasantly reinforced in my placement school.  I felt that children should be given the opportunity to explore their environment beyond stereotypical gender roles of play. My placement school offer children in the early years and reception wing an extremely inclusive environment for such exploration to take place. Pembroke Dock Community School is a Rights Respecting School who have put the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) at the heart of their policies. Article 12 informs you that children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them and have their opinions taken into account.This becomes clear when entering the Early Years wing through their choice of displays. Currently exhibiting Frozen 2 (the movie) which was picked by the children in early years themselves when asked by the class teacher what would they like to learn about.  Alongside creative displays there was also a rich supply of resources such as dresses, toys and books all running in theme with the movie. To me,  this demonstrated how every child no matter what gender were given the opportunity to engage in a non biased imaginative play. Jacques Rousseau, a Geneva philosopher would support this inclusive environment through his theories of education brought to light by his 1762 novel “Emile”. This emphasises the importance of expression to produce a well balanced free thinking child and steers away from an environment of repression.
Refer This gives me confidence in that education reform within Wales is keeping up with the curriculum reform set to be enforced by 2022. 

I think its important observe  a child’s physical ability when trying to understand their intellectual ability. Through my SKIP Cymru training at Pembroke Dock Community School, emphasis was made that as a teacher it is important to recognise if children in the classroom are missing fundamental gross and fine motor skills. As a League school they have recognised that they are seeing more children coming into the school without these fundamental skills. They have areas close to the Early Years and Reception wing designated for “Flying Start” children (a Welsh Government anti-poverty programme). Jean Piaget, a Swiss psychologist constructivist theory identifies they children construct their own learning through interacting with both physical environment and through language and interaction with adults and other children. This theory alone exhibits the importance that a child’s physical development must be engaged in a supportive environment. In the age of technological advancement children face a different set of challenges for their physical development as a direct result of the expendable technological goods around them that can act as a distraction to physical play. 

I value the importance of a child’s emotional well being, especially in Early Years when trying to teach them any form of a curriculum set by Government. I argue that it would be a dis-service to the children teaching them curriculum content if emotional hygiene is not taking place in practice. After attending the National ASD development talk delivered by Dr. Lorna Wing,  at the UWTSD I discovered a whole new perspective on supporting young children with autism and the brains of young children as a whole. She explained how autism is a life long neurological condition affecting 1 out of 100.  A new found way of viewing autism in children would recognise that certain behaviours in an early years environment could possible indicate a hidden neurological disability. Norbert Herschkoitz, wrote a book understanding your child’s brain recognises the bases of behavioural development of a child. His work indicates that by the age of two a toddler begins to understand that other people can have different needs and feelings that are different from their own. With Herschkoitz perspective supported by Jerome Kaga (a key pioneer to developmental psychology) and newly discovered research on ASD children qualified teachers in 2022 will hopefully be able to provide the right learning environment in classrooms for all children. Less likely to make the mistake of conform those with ASD to sensory overload as their resistance to an environment may appear as two year old tantrum. This illustrates in order to achieve effective practice as a teacher in 2019 it is important to bear in mind old practice  methods and the new discoveries being  made in child learning

 An inclusive environment of all abilities helps children at different stages develop into more resilient individuals. My placement school places no physical  barriers between the 6 classrooms of Early Years and Reception.  Each child is allowed to engage with other children in directly opposite classes demonstrating the social constructivist theory. Russian psychologist, Lev Vygotsky research supports this learning environment as children who go to this school are being exposed to the system of ZPD. Devised by Vygotsky, Pembroke Dock Community school provide ‘Zone of Proximal Development’ (ZPD) through the building’s architecture alone. Children will  communicate with more knowledgable others as they share learning spaces.This validates the work of American psychologists Daniel Goleman’s who’s theory of emotional intelligence aim to help children develop self-awareness and learn how to recognise and manage their emotions. Pembroke Dock Community school have  become self motivated and build relationships and empathise with others which will in turn help children develop into healthy individuals. I found that this made children create stronger relationships with one another as this lay out gave them the environment to reconnect with other children they shared bonds with promoting a positive learning experience. 

When discussing the abilities of children coming areas who fall into areas of deprivation, paying attention to their family structures is vital for the success of children. The Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) categorises Pembroke Dock as an area of high in the poverty gap. This is indicated through the strong presence of Flying Start within the school grounds and in the surrounding community area. In Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs individuals must attain the first level of the pyramid in order to progress and self-actualise. If you apply this theory to children of deprived areas it can highlight the second tropic level. As children come into school without certain motor skills the role of the class teacher is crosses over to to fulfil initial parental care roles. Pembroke Dock Community school Early Years and Reception teachers will go out to the surrounding neighbourhood and do home visits of children and parents who they can see need guidance to engage the children into learning.This exacerbates the need to identify and accept cultural diversity surrounding a school’s premises.  contemporary families are so diverse that using the term families rather than family automatically embraces the concept of diversity. Therefore it is important to respect that not every child is going to have the same support systems as the child sat next to them, which will make for a more inclusive attitude off supporting children’s needs to learn across Wales. 

I think children and teachers need to show more care to the impact developing new technological skills has on their perception of themselves and the world they go into.In an area where children are susceptible to deprivation they are exposed to the unfair conditions of differences in the standard of living. Robert Cloninger, a Washington University psychologist research explores the temperamental limitations made up through infants genomes. This could be used to understand the developments a child’s personality. An aspect of memory dependant on the prefrontal cortex sometimes called autobiographical, or episodic memory is a king of memory that lets you consciously recall where you were and what you were doing. Children in early years won’t develop this kind of memory until about the age of four. These kinds of findings should be taken into consideration when education children of deprived areas as temperament interacts with upbringing and therefore life experiences. A simple biological difference in a neurotransmitter system may, in effect remove an obstacle to anti-social behaviour in a deprived area in turn placing them at risk to criminality. Therefore it is vital that learning experiences of children from all backgrounds are given a safe well structured environment to learn in.

Children looking for motivation in the classroom is key to engaging them in necessary learning. If children can’t relate to the importance of why they need to do something their learning may be affected as they cannot feel the achievement’s they have made.  What a school should look like depends on the values held by myself and colleges working in the environment. It is important to recognise that adults around children hold their own values and this can effect the progress of a child’s learning in school. Norbert Elias made an important conceptual distinction between the term evolution (refers to biological processes) and social ‘development’ processes which are malleable and potentially subject to change. At the beginning of my course on as a student-teacher I attended THRIVE training at UWTSD which helped me understand ways  to engage with children of all backgrounds and ability. To engage with children play unlocks communication. It’s explore an emotional landscape for them and is a creative way for children to unlock their ability to communicate their emotions. This approach to children’s learning in schools will allow more care in handling children and their success with the new curriculum coming to play in wales as it recognises the challenges children face in the  diversity of  learning. 

To conclude, in order for me to move forward to develop as a professional teacher I have to
keep myself up to date with developing research that supports how I deliver my practice in school environments. This should have the desired impacts that I am not using outdated practices no longer effective in todays societal demands. I also must understand there is always going to be new practice encouraged for me to use throughout my professional career as a teacher but should draw the line between experimental teaching practices and  consistency teaching practices,  for the well being of children in the Foundation Phase as this could be the first opportunity these children have to be in a structured environment. Lastly remember that teaching effectively must acknowledge the surrounding area, as good practice isn’t always well received from children or parents in deprived areas as the socio-economic construct is vastly different depending on the location of the school.  What may make sense and work really well in one school should not be generalised across all schools as each one is designed to meet the needs of the soft infrastructure around them. 
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