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	Aim/Amcan:
The Buddha is the core figure in Buddhism, his teachings are what make the religion. However, Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism have different interpretations of these teachings and I aim to analyse these differences, focusing on Buddhology. 





	Methodology/Methodoleg:
In order to analyse the differences in Theravada and Mahayana Buddhology, I will do the following:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Use a text based approach, using both primary and secondary sources to support my findings.
· Discuss the history of the divide between the two schools of Buddhism and where their beliefs originated. 
· Explain what a Buddha is to both schools and compare Theravada and Mahayana teachings on the Buddha.
· Examine the path to enlightenment/nirvana from both Theravada and Mahayana perspectives.
· Assess whether the term “lesser vehicle” associated with Theravada Buddhism and “Higher vehicle” with Mahayana Buddhism, are appropriate labels of the schools.




	Main theories/Prif ddamcaniaethau:
My theory is that Theravada Buddhism takes the teachings of the Buddha literally and because of this is limited in its consideration of alternative outcomes. Mahayana Buddhism considers factors outside of the word of the Buddha, it takes the Buddha’s personality into consideration, places an emphasis on ‘skill-full means’ and has a wider range of sources that it engages with. 
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Anālayo (2010). The genesis of the bodhisattva ideal. Hamburg: Hamburg University Press.
Cush, D. (1991). Buddhism. London: Athenaeum Press.
Fowler, M. (1999). Buddhism, Beliefs and Practice. Brighton: Sussex Academic Press.
Gethin, R. (1998). The Foundations of Buddhism. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Harvey, P. (1990). An introduction to Buddhism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Sangharakshita (1999). The Bodhisattva Ideal. Cambridge: Windhorse Publications.
Sangharakshita (1998). What is the Dharma?. Birmingham: Windhorse Publictions.






Are there any ethical considerations associated with your proposal?/A oes unrhyw ystyriaethau moesegol ynghlwm wrth eich cynnig? 		YES/NO		OES/NAC OES
NO
image1.jpeg
Prifysgol Cymru
&) Y Drindod Dewi Sant
) University of Wales
Trinity Saint David





