



Youth crime is a crime committed by the youth, people aged 10-17, and is at increasing risk in England and Wales. According to the Crown Prosecution Service (2019), across England and Wales, the age of criminal responsibility is 10 years old. This means any person between the age of 10 and 17 can commit youth crime. 
Data from the Ministry of Justice (2019) clarifies that there were 4500 knife and offensive weapon offences committed by children from the year 2017 to 2018. Such crimes have been rising year after year since the year ending March 2014, with a rise of 7% over the last year, these figures are particularly alarming which is extremely concerning. Nonetheless, figures were worse ten years ago, in the year ending March 2009, rates are still smaller than those reported (Ministry of Justice, 2019). 
The average length of custodial sentences for indictable offences has risen, the average length of incarceration for children’s indictable offences has risen from 11.4 to 16.7 months by five months over the last ten years (Ministry of Justice, 2019). The number of children detained in custody on remand has increased, over the past year, the number of children in youth custody on remand has risen by 19% and accounted for almost a quarter of all youth custody children (Ministry of Justice, 2019). The number of incidents of behaviour management in custody has increased over the past year for all measures, like other behaviour management initiatives in the last year, the number of incidents of self-harm has seen the largest increase, increasing by 40% to nearly 1800 incidents (Ministry of Justice, 2019).
The media portrayal of youth crime can be seen as demonisation of the young, but some parts of youth crime have decreased in England and Wales, for instance, 26700 children and youth were cautioned or sentenced in the year from 2017 to 2018, over the last ten years, the number of children and youth receiving a warning or sentence has fallen by 82%, with a 6% decline over the past year and the decline over the most recent year is the lowest year on year drop in the last ten years (Ministry of Justice, 2019). There were 14400 first time entrants to the Youth Justice System, the amount of first-time entrants has declined by 86% since the end of March 2008, with a decline of 14% since the end of March 2017 (Ministry of Justice, 2019). In the last year, 40.9% of children and youth reoffended, the rate of reoffending declined by 1.3%, although the rate of reoffending is higher than ten years ago (Ministry of Justice, 2019).
West (2019) believes there is an increase in youth crime in the UK due to young people in disadvantaged areas, suffering because of cutbacks to schools and youth services, feeling abandoned as youth crime increases when people feel disappointed with their lives. According to Harding (2018, cited in Barr, 2018) cuts to youth services mean that young people don’t have any place they can go to for immediate help, and there is not much cooperation or community engagement taking place due to cuts in police and community safety. Eighty-eight youth centres in London had their borough funding cut or were shut down between 2011 and 2017, according to research by the Green Party (Barr, 2018). The knife crime all-party parliamentary group released new data from more than 100 councils showing cuts of up to 91% in youth services, this reported that there had been greater rises in knife crime in areas that had suffered the greatest cuts to spending on youth people (Booth, 2019).
To reduce youth crime the Department of Education (2011) recommends after school recreation which offers the chance for young people to engage in a variety of activities including non-academic ones and learn skills. This could help those who struggle with schoolwork and are at risk of low self-esteem and alienation. Mentoring is also suggested to reduce youth crime which includes a non-professional who spends time with at-risk youth in a non-judgemental, positive capacity while also serving as a role model (Department of Education, 2011).
Youth work covers a wide range of programmes for ages 11 to 25, from youth clubs to fighting homelessness and mental health concerns, and includes school youth workers (Lewis, 2019). According to Lewis (2019) this year, the Welsh government said it had doubled funding to £10 million for youth services. The funding provides £2.5 million to improve the mental health and wellbeing of young people, and £3.7 million to help reduce homelessness among young people (Lewis, 2019). This money for youth services in Wales is supposed to ensure young people thrive, youth work is open and inclusive, volunteer and paid youth specialist youth work staff are encouraged to develop their practice in their careers, youth work is respected and recognised, and we have a sustainable model for youth work delivery in Wales (Welsh Government (2019). 
Although youth crime is still increasing in England, it could start to decrease in Wales with this new initiative and focus on youth crime. We will only know for sure if it works if there is less news of youth crime taking place in Wales and the Ministry of Justice youth statistics prove to have changed in the next release of data. 
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