Chapters and other information to include within the dissertation:




[image: Text

Description automatically generated]



Title of dissertation:
To evaluate the extent to which knife crime has increased or decreased in Gwent, Wales, and England over the last decade, and to assess the effectiveness of police strategies in mitigating knife-related violence.



Name of student: Thomas Griffiths
Student number:2236403
Degree title: To evaluate the extent to which knife crime has increased or decreased in Gwent, Wales, and England over the last decade, and to assess the effectiveness of police strategies in mitigating knife-related violence







Declaration 
This work has not previously been accepted in substance for any degree and is not being concurrently submitted in candidature for any degree.
Signed: T. Griffiths
Date: 15/06/2026

STATEMENT 1 
This dissertation is being submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of BA.
Signed: T. Griffiths
Date: 15/06/2026

STATEMENT 2
This dissertation is the result of my own independent work/investigation, except where otherwise stated.
Other sources are acknowledged by footnotes giving explicit references.  A bibliography is appended.
Signed: T. Griffiths
Date: 15/06/2026

STATEMENT 3
I hereby give consent for my dissertation, if accepted, to be available for photocopying and for interlibrary loan, and for the title and summary to be made available to outside organisations.
Signed: T. Griffiths
Date: 15/06/2026

STATEMENT 4
I hereby give consent for my dissertation, if accepted, to be available on the university’s IT system to those who have consent to use the system.
Signed: T. Griffiths
Date: 15/06/2026




Table of contents
Chapter One
1.1 Background and Context ..............................p5
1.2 Research Aim and Objectives ...................... p6
1.3 Rationale for Focusing on Gwent-.................p6
1.4 Scope of the Study....................................... p6
1.5 Conclusion....................................................p7
CHAPTER 2 – LITERATURE REVIEW ....................p7
2.1 Introduction.................................................p7
2.2 National Trends in Knife Crime....................p7
2.3 Post-Pandemic Stabilisation.......................p7
2.4 Regional Variations.....................................p7
2.5 Theoretical Explanations............................p8
2.6 Demographic Patterns...............................p9
2.7 Demographics...........................................p9
2.8 Knife Crime in Wales.................................p10
2.9 Policing Responses....................................p10
3.0 Conclusion................................................p10
CHAPTER 3: METHODOLOGY ........................p11
3.1 Introduction.............................................p11
3.2 Research Design.......................................p11
3.3 Data Sources............................................p11
3.4 Analytical Framework...............................p12
3.5 Validity and Reliability...............................p12
3.6 Limitations of the Methodology.................p12
3.7 Ethical Considerations................................p13
3.8 Conclusion.................................................p13
CHAPTER 4: NATIONAL TRENDS IN KNIFE CRIME
4.1 Introduction.................................................p13
4.2 Overview of National Knife Crime Levels......p13
4.3 Long-Term Trends (2012–2025)....................p13
CHAPTER 5: KNIFE CRIME IN WALES
5.1 Introduction..................................................................................................p14
5.2 Overview of Knife Crime Trends in Wales (2013–2023) ...............................p15
5.3 Knife Crime by Welsh Police Force Area......................................................p15
5.4 Serious Violence Indicators in Wales...........................................................p15
5.5 Factors Driving Knife Crime in Wales...........................................................p16
5.6 Policing Responses in Wales........................................................................p16
5.7 Comparison with England...........................................................................p17
5.8 Conclusion..................................................................................................p17
CHAPTER 6: KNIFE CRIME IN GWENT
6.1 Introduction................................................................................................p18
6.2 Overview of the Gwent Police Area............................................................p18
6.3 Long-Term Trends in Knife Crime (2013–2023) ...........................................p18
6.4 Types of Knife Crime in Gwent ....................................................................p19
CHAPTER 7: POLICE MITIGATION STRATEGIES
7.1 Introduction...............................................................................................p19
7.2 Enforcement-Based Strategies..................................................................p20
7.3 Prevention-Focused Strategies.................................................................p20
7.4 Public Health Approaches.........................................................................p21
7.5 Multi-Agency Collaboration......................................................................p21
7.6 Technology and Intelligence-Led Policing.................................................p22
7.7 Challenges Facing Police Forces in Wales.................................................p22
7.8 Conclusion ...............................................................................................p23
CHAPTER 8: EVALUATION OF POLICE EFFECTIVENESS
8.1 Introduction..............................................................................................p23
8.2 National Evaluation of Police Effectiveness..............................................p24
8.3 Effectiveness of Specific Policing Strategies..............................................p25
CHAPTER 9: CONCLUSION 
9.1 Introduction...............................................................................................p26
9.2 Summary of Key Findings..........................................................................p27
9.3 Interpretation of Findings.........................................................................p28
9.4 Final Reflections......................................................................................p28
Reference list and Bibliography....................................................................p29
Appendices....................................................................................................p31-41



Abstract
This dissertation examines changes in knife crime in Gwent, Wales, and England over the past decade and evaluates how effective policing strategies have been in reducing knife related violence. Using police recorded data, hospital admissions, and sentencing statistics (ONS, 2023; NHS Digital, 2022), the study identifies long-term patterns in serious violence and compares local trends in Gwent with wider national trajectories. It also explores social and structural drivers such as deprivation, youth exploitation, and community inequalities, drawing on contemporary criminological research (Harding, 2020; Pitts, 2018). The dissertation further assesses the effectiveness of police mitigation strategies including targeted enforcement, hotspot policing, early intervention initiatives, and multiagency partnerships (College of Policing, 2021). By integrating quantitative trend analysis with qualitative evaluation of policing approaches, the study aims to provide an evidence -based understanding of knife crime dynamics and inform future violence reduction policy.


CHAPTER ONE
1.1 Background and Context
Knife crime has become one of the most pressing public safety concerns across England and Wales over the past decade (Office for National Statistics, 2023; Home Office, 2022). While overall crime has generally declined since the early 2000s, violent crime involving knives or sharp instruments has risen sharply, particularly between 2012 and 2020 (ONS, 2023). This trend has generated significant political, academic, and media attention, with knife crime increasingly framed as a national crisis requiring urgent intervention (Home Office, 2022; Allen and Audickas, 2020). In 2012 knife crime was concentrated in a few urban areas but by 2022 knife crime has not only intensified and risen but is now seen across the UK in both urban and more rural areas. The issue is not confined to major cities such as London or Birmingham, smaller regions, including those in Wales, have experienced substantial increases in knife-related violence (ONS, 2023).
Within Wales, the Gwent Police force area covering Newport, Torfaen, Blaenau Gwent, Caerphilly, and Monmouthshire have seen one of the most dramatic rises in knife crime anywhere in the UK (ONS, 2023; Gwent Police, 2023). Over the last decade, Gwent has recorded a 478% increase in knife-related offences, far exceeding both the Welsh and England-wide averages (ONS, 2023). This escalation has raised concerns among policymakers, community leaders, and residents, prompting questions about the underlying causes and the effectiveness of policing strategies designed to mitigate the problem (Home Office, 2022).
Knife crime is a complex phenomenon, influenced by a range of social, economic, and cultural factors (Harding, 2020; Pitts, 2018). These include deprivation, youth service cuts, drug market dynamics (particularly county lines activity), social media-driven conflicts, and changes in policing practices (Robinson et al., 2019, HM Government, 2018). Understanding how these factors interact within specific local contexts is essential for developing effective responses (Pitts, 2018). Gwent’s rapid increase in knife crime makes it a particularly important case study for examining how national trends manifest at a local level and how police forces adapt to evolving challenges.
Despite extensive public debate, there remains uncertainty about the true extent of knife crime increases across different regions and the degree to which police interventions have been successful (Allen and Audickas, 2020). National statistics often obscure regional variation, and local data can be difficult to interpret without broader context (ONS, 2023). Furthermore, while police forces have implemented a range of mitigation strategies including stop-and-search, hotspot policing, youth engagement programmes, and multi-agency partnerships, their long-term effectiveness remains contested (College of Policing, 2021; Braga et al., 2019).
This dissertation addresses these gaps by examining:
How knife crime has changed over the last decade both nationally within England and Wales, locally focusing on Gwent Police force area as this is where I work. I will also aim to examine how effective police mitigation strategies have been in reducing knife-related offences, in preventing youth involvement, in addressing underlying drivers such as drug markets and in improving community safety and trust (College of Policing, 2021). By combining national datasets with localised analysis, this study provides a comprehensive assessment of knife crime trends and policing responses.




1.2 Research Aim and Objectives
Aim
To evaluate the extent to which knife crime has increased or decreased in Gwent, Wales, and England over the last decade, and to assess the effectiveness of police strategies in mitigating knife-related violence.
Objectives
To analyse long-term trends in knife crime using police-recorded data, hospital admissions, and sentencing statistics (ONS, 2023; NHS Digital, 2022).
To compare knife crime trends in Gwent with those in Wales and England (ONS, 2023).
To identify social, economic, and structural factors contributing to changes in knife crime (Harding, 2020; Pitts, 2018).
To evaluate the effectiveness of police mitigation strategies, including enforcement, prevention, and partnership approaches (College of Policing, 2021).
To provide evidence-based recommendations for improving knife crime reduction efforts in Gwent and similar regions.
1.3 Rationale for Focusing on Gwent
Gwent is an especially compelling case study for several reasons. As can be seen in Figure 1.3.1, Gwent has experienced one of the steepest rises in knife crime in the UK, with offences increasing from 65 in 2012–13 to 376 in 2022–23 (ONS, 2023; Gwent Police, 2023). Gwent shows the most dramatic proportional growth of any Welsh force over this period rising approximately 480%, no other force comes close to this rate of increase. This far exceeds the Welsh average (150% increase) and the England-wide increase (85%) (ONS, 2023). Gwent has become a significant hub for county lines drug networks, particularly in Newport (HM Government, 2018). This may have a direct impact on the knife crime rate within the Gwent area.
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Figure 1.3.1 Data chart showing increase in knife crime in areas of Wales – (Source South Wales Argus 2024)
These networks often rely on coercion, exploitation, and violence, including the use of knives (National Crime Agency, 2019). Gwent includes both densely populated urban areas such as Newport and rural or semi-rural communities such as Monmouthshire. This diversity allows for analysis of how knife crime manifests across different environment. Gwent Police has acknowledged that rising knife crime presents unique challenges, including youth involvement, weapon accessibility, and community trust (Gwent Police, 2023). Evaluating their response provides insight into the strengths and limitations of current policing model.

1.4 Scope of the Study
This dissertation focuses on the period 2012–2023, a decade characterised by significant changes in knife crime trends and policing strategies (ONS, 2023). The study examines:
Police-recorded knife/sharp instrument offences
Knife-related homicides, assaults, robberies, and threats (ONS, 2023)
Hospital admissions for sharp-object injuries (NHS Digital, 2022)
Sentencing patterns for knife possession and use (Ministry of Justice, 2023)
Local authority and police force reports
Academic literature on knife crime causation and prevention (Pitts, 2018; Harding, 2020)
The study does not attempt to predict future trends but instead evaluates historical data to understand patterns and policy impacts.

1.5 Conclusion
Knife crime remains a significant and evolving challenge across England and Wales, with Gwent representing one of the most affected regions (ONS, 2023). Understanding the extent of the increase and the effectiveness of police responses is essential for developing strategies that can reduce harm and improve community safety (College of Policing, 2021). This dissertation provides a comprehensive, data-driven examination of these issues, contributing to both academic understanding and practical policymaking.

CHAPTER 2 – LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Introduction
Knife crime has become a central focus of criminological research, policing strategy, and public policy across England and Wales (Pitts, 2018; Harding, 2020). Over the past decade, government bodies and academics have sought to understand the causes of rising knife-related violence, the groups most affected, and the effectiveness of interventions designed to reduce harm (Allen and Audickas, 2020).
Knife crime is not a single offence but a broad category encompassing homicide, attempted murder, threats to kill, assault with injury or intent, robbery involving a knife, and possession of a bladed article (ONS, 2023). Scholars emphasise that “knife crime” is a socially constructed term shaped by media and political narratives (Jewkes, 2015), which can oversimplify diverse forms of violence. Nevertheless, the ONS definition remains the most widely used and is adopted in this dissertation for consistency.

2.2 National Trends in Knife Crime
 Research documents on the rise in knife crime across England and Wales since the early 2010s (ONS, 2023). Studies consistently show that knife-related offences increased sharply between 2012 and 2020, with some categories such as knife-enabled robbery and assault rising by more than 80% (Allen and Audickas, 2020).

2.3 Post-Pandemic Stabilisation
More recent literature highlights a stabilisation or slight decline in knife crime following the COVID-19 pandemic (ONS, 2023). However, researchers caution that this does not represent a return to pre-2012 levels.
2.4 Regional Variations
Research shows that knife crime is not evenly distributed (ONS, 2023). London, the West Midlands, and Greater Manchester have historically recorded the highest volumes, but smaller regions including parts of Wales have experienced some of the fastest proportional increases as the data in Figure 2.4.1 states.
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Figure 2.4.1 Crime in England and Wales: Police Force Area Data Table 2025 – Source ONS
2.5 Theoretical Explanations
    Academic literature offers several frameworks for understanding the rise in knife crime:
· Social Disorganisation Theory argues that crime flourishes in communities with weakened social structures, high deprivation, and limited cohesion (Shaw and McKay, 1942).
· Strain Theory suggests individuals may turn to crime when they cannot achieve socially valued goals through legitimate means (Merton, 1938).
· Routine Activity Theory posits that crime occurs when a motivated offender, suitable target, and lack of capable guardianship converge (Cohen and Felson, 1979).
These theories highlight how structural disadvantage, opportunity, and weakened community resilience interact to shape patterns of violence.
                                                       
Research shows a strong link between knife crime and the expansion of county lines networks, which exploit vulnerable young people and bring increased violence into communities (HM Government, 2018; National Crime Agency, 2019).
Cuts to youth services have also contributed to rising knife crime. Reduced access to youth clubs and support has left more young people at risk, with a 14% increase in crime in areas where services were cut (Institute for Fiscal Studies, 2019).
Social media further escalates conflict, amplifying tensions, spreading misinformation, and facilitating violence (Harding, 2020).

2.6 Demographic Patterns
Knife crime disproportionately involves young people aged 15–24 (ONS, 2023). As the graph shows in Figure 2.6.1, overall knife-related hospital admissions have remained broadly stable over the last ten years (admissions were 4% higher in 2023/24 compared to 2013/14), admissions among 0-17-year-olds have surged by 58%. In 2023/24, they rose by 9%, the first annual increase since 2018/19.
[image: ]
Figure 2.6.1 chart involving children and hospital admissions due to knife crime – Source Beyond the Headlines 2025 Youth Endowment Fund


2.7 Demographics
While knife crime remains an overwhelmingly male-dominated phenomenon, there is growing evidence to suggest that female involvement in such offences has been gradually increasing over recent years (Harding, 2020). It is also important to note that ethnicity is frequently misrepresented in public discourse surrounding knife crime; research consistently indicates that socioeconomic factors such as poverty, unemployment, and deprivation are far more reliable predictors of involvement than racial or ethnic background alone (Lammy, 2017).



2.8 Knife Crime in Wales
In comparison to England, academic research specifically focused on knife crime in Wales remains relatively limited in both scope and volume (ONS, 2023). Nevertheless, the studies that do exist paint a concerning picture, with Wales recording faster proportional increases in knife crime offences than might be expected given its population size (ONS, 2023). A significant contributing factor to this trend is the expansion of county lines drug networks, which have been widely identified as a major driver of knife-related violence in communities across Wales and beyond (HM Government, 2018).

2.9 Policing Responses
A range of policing strategies has been deployed to address knife crime, these being:
· Stop-and-search can produce short-term reductions but risks damaging community trust, particularly where certain groups feel disproportionately targeted (College of Policing, 2021).
· Hotspot policing focusing resources on high-crime areas has strong evidence of effectiveness and is widely supported (Braga et al., 2019).
· Knife amnesty schemes have mixed results and are generally insufficient as standalone interventions (Home Office, 2022).
· Youth diversion programmes and public health approaches, such as Violence Reduction Units, show considerable promise by addressing root causes rather than symptoms (Public Health England, 2019; Scottish Government, 2018).
· Multi-agency collaboration is widely regarded as essential for achieving sustainable reductions in violence (College of Policing, 2021).


3.0 Conclusion
 The literature demonstrates that knife crime is a multifaceted issue shaped by structural inequality, social disorganisation, drug market dynamics, youth service cuts, and the influence of social media. While national trends show sustained increases over the past decade, regional variation is significant, with areas such as Gwent experiencing particularly rapid growth.
Evidence suggests that enforcement-led approaches alone are insufficient. Prevention-focused, multi-agency, and public health models offer the most promising long-term solutions. This review provides the theoretical and empirical foundation for the analysis that follows.








CHAPTER 3: METHODOLOGY
3.1 Introduction
This chapter outlines the methodology used to examine knife crime trends across England, Wales, and the Gwent Police force area between 2012 and 2023. The study is based entirely on secondary data, drawing on official statistics, academic literature, and policy documents. This approach provides a robust foundation for analysing long-term trends, comparing regional patterns, and evaluating policing strategies (Bryman, 2016; Creswell, 2014).

3.2 Research Design
Overall Approach
The study adopts a mixed methods secondary research design, combining quantitative and qualitative analysis to develop a comprehensive understanding of knife crime. Quantitative data includes police-recorded crime figures, hospital admissions, and sentencing statistics (ONS, 2023; Ministry of Justice, 2023). Qualitative analysis draws on academic studies, government reports, and policing strategies (Harding, 2020; College of Policing, 2021).
Using both strands allows the research to identify patterns in offending while also exploring the social and structural factors that shape them. Quantitative data highlights the scale and distribution of knife crime, whereas qualitative evidence provides context for interpreting these trends and assessing the effectiveness of interventions.

Justification for Secondary Data Analysis
Secondary data analysis is widely used in criminology because long‑term, reliable datasets are maintained by authoritative public bodies (Bryman, 2016). In knife‑crime research, collecting primary data from offenders or victims poses significant ethical and practical challenges beyond the scope of this study (Israel and Hay, 2006). Official datasets enable consistent regional and temporal comparisons (ONS, 2023) and support the examination of long‑term trends and geographical variation. They also allow crime statistics, health records, and sentencing data to be integrated within a single analytical framework (NHS Digital, 2022; Ministry of Justice, 2023). Given the study’s broad aims, secondary data analysis was therefore the most appropriate and feasible methodological choice.
3.3 Data Sources
The study draws on several authoritative sources to ensure accuracy and reliability:
· Office for National Statistics (ONS): police-recorded knife/sharp instrument offences, homicide data, and regional breakdowns (ONS, 2023).
· Home Office and Ministry of Justice: sentencing outcomes, offender demographics, stop-and-search data, and policy developments (Home Office, 2022; Ministry of Justice, 2023).
· NHS Digital and NHS Wales: hospital admissions for sharp-object injuries, providing insight into incidents not reported to police (NHS Digital, 2022).
· Gwent Police: local crime figures, county lines activity, and details of local policing strategies (Gwent Police, 2023).
· Academic literature: theoretical frameworks and evaluations of knife crime interventions (Pitts, 2018; Harding, 2020).
These sources collectively support a detailed and multi-layered analysis of knife crime trends.

3.4 Analytical Framework
Quantitative Analysis
Quantitative analysis focuses on identifying changes in knife crime over time and comparing trends across geographical areas. Rates per 100,000 population are used where appropriate to ensure comparability between regions of different sizes. This enables the study to assess where knife crime has increased most significantly and how Gwent’s experience aligns with or diverges from national patterns (ONS, 2023).

Qualitative Analysis
The qualitative component involves a thematic review of academic and policy literature. Key themes include the root causes of knife crime, youth vulnerability, county lines activity, and the effectiveness of policing and prevention strategies (HM Government, 2018; Harding, 2020). This analysis contextualises the quantitative findings and supports the evaluation of interventions.

3.5 Validity and Reliability
Validity
Validity is strengthened using official, independently produced datasets with established methodologies (ONS, 2023). Findings are cross checked across multiple sources, and both quantitative and qualitative evidence are used to support conclusions (Bryman, 2016).

Reliability
Reliability is enhanced by the consistent use of standardised definitions particularly those established by the ONS and long-term datasets with stable data collection methods (Creswell, 2014). Although some limitations remain, these sources are widely regarded as credible and robust.

3.6 Limitations of the Methodology
Several limitations must be acknowledged. Police-recorded crime data can be influenced by changes in recording practices, public reporting, and policing priorities, meaning increases may sometimes reflect improved recording rather than actual rises in offending (ONS, 2023). Hospital data captures only incidents requiring medical treatment, omitting less severe injuries (NHS Digital, 2022).
Local data from Gwent Police is sometimes aggregated at force level, limiting the ability to analyse variation within specific towns or communities (Gwent Police, 2023). Academic research on knife crime in Wales is relatively limited, restricting the depth of theoretical analysis for the Welsh context. Finally, while associations between factors such as deprivation and knife crime can be identified, causal relationships cannot be definitively established (Pitts, 2018).

3.7 Ethical Considerations
Although the study uses only secondary data, ethical considerations remain important. All information is presented accurately and sensitively, avoiding language that could stigmatise individuals or communities. The study respects the confidentiality of anonymised datasets and avoids sensationalism by situating findings within broader social and structural contexts (Israel and Hay, 2006).
3.8 Conclusion
This chapter has outlined the mixed‑methods secondary research design used to examine knife crime trends and policing responses across England, Wales, and Gwent. By combining quantitative analysis of official statistics with qualitative insights from academic and policy literature, the study establishes a rigorous framework for understanding the scale, causes, and implications of knife crime. The following chapters build on this foundation to present and interpret the findings.

CHAPTER 4: NATIONAL TRENDS IN KNIFE CRIME
4.1 Introduction
Knife crime has become one of the most scrutinised forms of violent crime across England and Wales over the past decade (ONS, 2023). Unlike overall crime which has generally declined since the mid‑1990s offences involving knives have risen substantially, particularly between 2012 and 2020. This chapter draws on police-recorded crime figures, homicide statistics, hospital admissions, and sentencing data to outline how knife crime has evolved nationally. Understanding these trends provides essential context for interpreting developments in Wales and the Gwent Police force area.

4.2 Overview of National Knife Crime Levels
Police-recorded data shows a marked increase in knife/sharp instrument offences from 2012 onwards (ONS, 2023). Key categories such as knife-enabled robbery, assault with injury, and threats to kill all rose significantly during this period. The rise was particularly steep between 2015 and 2019, when knife crime reached its highest levels in a decade.
Although knife crime fell temporarily during the COVID‑19 lockdowns, this decline is widely attributed to reduced public mobility rather than long-term behavioural change. Post‑pandemic data indicates that levels remain well above those recorded in the early 2010s.
Hospital admissions for sharp-object injuries provide an additional indicator of serious violence. While overall admissions have remained relatively stable, youth admissions particularly among those aged 0–17 have increased sharply, suggesting growing vulnerability among young people (NHS Digital, 2022).

4.3 Long-Term Trends (2012–2025)
The Rise from 2012 to 2020
Between 2012 and 2020, knife crime rose sharply across England and Wales, reaching its highest level since comparable records began by 2019/20 (ONS, 2023). This sustained increase reflects several overlapping factors: rising weapon carrying among young people, the rapid expansion of county lines drug networks, and major reductions in youth services during the austerity years (HM Government, 2018; Harding, 2020). Improvements in police recording practices also contributed to the rise, meaning part of the increase reflects better data accuracy rather than a pure growth in offending (ONS, 2023).
See Appendix B1: Recorded Knife Crime Offences in England and Wales (2012–2025)
The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic
The COVID‑19 pandemic created an unprecedented disruption to established patterns of violent crime across the UK (ONS, 2023). During national lockdowns, reduced social interaction and restricted movement sharply limited opportunities for street based offences such as robbery and assault, leading to a short-term fall in recorded knife crime. However, this decline was widely understood as a temporary and artificial effect of exceptional circumstances, rather than a genuine or lasting reduction in offending.

Post-Pandemic Stabilisation
As pandemic restrictions eased and social and economic life resumed, knife crime quickly rebounded to pre‑pandemic levels (ONS, 2024). By September 2024, recorded offences had risen to just over 55,000 almost identical to the 2019/20 peak indicating that the pandemic merely paused, rather than altered, the long-term upward trend (ONS, 2024). This rapid return highlights how deeply entrenched the structural and social drivers of knife crime are and raises serious questions about whether current responses are adequate to address them.

CHAPTER 5: KNIFE CRIME IN WALES
5.1 Introduction
Knife crime is often associated with major English cities such as London, Birmingham, and Manchester, where high‑profile incidents have drawn significant attention (ONS, 2023). However, Wales has also experienced a substantial and sustained rise in knife‑related violence over the past decade, a trend that warrants far greater scrutiny (ONS, 2023). Although Wales has historically recorded lower levels of knife crime than England, recent data shows that areas such as Gwent and Dyfed‑Powys have seen some of the fastest proportional increases anywhere in the UK, with major implications for policing, public health, and community safety (ONS, 2023; Home Office, 2022).
This chapter examines knife crime trends across Wales, drawing on police recorded data, regional comparisons, and analysis of the key social and structural factors shaping these patterns. It also provides essential context for the following chapter, which focuses in greater depth on the Gwent Police force area.



5.2 Overview of Knife Crime Trends in Wales (2013–2023)
The scale of the rise in knife crime across Wales over the past decade is striking and demands serious attention (ONS, 2023). Offences involving a knife or sharp instrument increased from 598 in 2013 to 1,574 in the year ending September 2023 more than a two and a half times rise, with little indication of reversal (ONS, 2023). This proportional increase is higher than that recorded in England, suggesting Wales faces a growing and distinctive challenge rather than simply mirroring national trends (ONS, 2023).
Knife crime in Wales in 2023 also spanned a wide range of offences, from threats and assaults to attempted murders, sexual offences, and a small number of homicides (ONS, 2023). This diversity shows that knife crime is not confined to one type of behaviour or one community but reflects a broad and varied pattern of violence across the country.
See Appendix C1: Recorded Knife Crime Offences by Welsh Police Force Area (2013–2023)

5.3 Knife Crime by Welsh Police Force Area
Wales is divided into four police force areas, each with distinct social and geographic characteristics that shape their knife crime challenges (ONS, 2023).
South Wales Police recorded the highest number of offences in 2023, with 719 cases, reflecting its coverage of the most urban and densely populated parts of Wales, including Cardiff and Swansea (ONS, 2023). High population density, active night-time economies, and pockets of deprivation all contribute to elevated violence in these areas (Pitts, 2018).
Gwent Police recorded 376 offences, and although this is lower in absolute terms, the rate of increase is far more concerning. Knife crime in Gwent has risen almost six-fold since 2013, making it one of the fastest changing force areas in Wales and the wider UK (ONS, 2023).
North Wales Police recorded 316 offences, with a steady upward trend linked closely to the spread of county lines networks from English cities such as Liverpool and Manchester (HM Government, 2018; National Crime Agency, 2019).
Dyfed‑Powys Police recorded the lowest total, with 163 offences, yet knife crime there has tripled over the decade one of the largest proportional increases in Wales. This challenges the assumption that knife crime is primarily an urban issue (ONS, 2023).
See Appendix C2: Proportional Increase in Knife Crime by Welsh Police Force Area (2013–2023)



5.4 Serious Violence Indicators in Wales
Serious categories of knife crime provide a clear indication of the level of harm caused across Wales, showing that the issue is both widespread and significant rather than localised (ONS, 2023). In 2023, police recorded 11 attempted murders involving a knife, with cases spread across all four Welsh forces, demonstrating that the most severe violence is not limited to major urban areas (ONS, 2023). There were also 261 knife‑related threats to kill, often linked to drug disputes, domestic abuse, or youth conflict, each carrying substantial risk even without physical injury (Harding, 2020; ONS, 2023). Knife‑related assaults were the most common offence, with 998 incidents particularly concentrated in South Wales and Gwent (ONS, 2023). Although less frequent, 33 knife‑related sexual offences represent some of the most harmful incidents (HM Government, 2018; ONS, 2023). Finally, three knife homicides were recorded, reflecting the most severe outcome of knife violence (ONS, 2023).
See Appendix C2: Proportional Increase in Knife Crime by Welsh Police Force Area (2013–2023)

5.5 Factors Driving Knife Crime in Wales
Several interconnected factors help explain the sustained rise in knife crime across Wales and understanding them is essential for developing effective responses.
A major driver is the expansion of county lines drug networks, through which organised groups from cities such as Liverpool, Birmingham, and London have extended operations into Welsh communities, bringing violence and exploitation with them (HM Government, 2018; National Crime Agency, 2019). These networks often target vulnerable young people, using knives and threats to maintain control and enforce compliance (Harding, 2020).
Rural vulnerability is another key factor. Large parts of Wales are rural or semi‑rural, with limited police presence, slower response times, and reduced access to youth services and community support—conditions that allow criminal networks to operate with less visibility and greater ease (ONS, 2023).
Socioeconomic deprivation also plays a significant role (Pitts, 2018). Several Welsh communities, particularly in the South Wales Valleys and parts of Newport, experience persistent deprivation, which is strongly linked to higher rates of violence. This has been compounded by substantial cuts to youth services over the past decade, reducing access to safe spaces, structured activities, and early intervention programmes, and increasing the risk that young people become involved in violence or weapon carrying (Institute for Fiscal Studies, 2019).
See Appendix C4: Socioeconomic Deprivation Indicators for Welsh Local Authority Areas Most Affected by Knife Crime
Finally, the growing influence of social media and online communication in escalating disputes and conflicts among young people is an increasingly important factor that mirrors trends already well documented in England (Harding, 2020). The speed and reach of online platforms can transform what might previously have remained a localised disagreement into something far more serious, with real-world consequences that include violence and weapon use.

5.6 Policing Responses in Wales
Police forces across Wales have responded to rising knife crime with a mix of enforcement and prevention strategies, recognising that no single approach is sufficient for such a complex issue (College of Policing, 2021). Enforcement measures have included stop‑and‑search, knife amnesties, weapon sweeps, and increased patrols in high -risk areas (Home Office, 2022). These tactics can reduce immediate risk, but evidence shows they have not reversed the long -term upward trend in knife crime (College of Policing, 2021).
Alongside enforcement, there has been growing emphasis on prevention through school -based education, youth diversion schemes, and community outreach, all aimed at addressing the causes of violence before it occurs (Public Health England, 2019). A key feature of the Welsh approach is strong multi‑agency collaboration, with police working closely with local authorities, NHS Wales, youth offending teams, and social services in line with a public health model of intervention (HM Government, 2018).
Despite these efforts, Wales faces distinct challenges. Rural geography makes hotspot identification and rapid response more difficult, while cross border county lines activity requires close coordination with English forces (ONS, 2023). A further limitation is the lack of Wales specific academic research on knife crime, which restricts the development of fully evidence‑based local policy.


5.7 Comparison with England
When compared with England, the Welsh experience of knife crime shows both similarities and important differences (ONS, 2023). England records far higher overall volumes of knife crime due to major urban centres, meaning Wales remains less affected in absolute terms. However, several Welsh force areas have seen faster proportional increases over the past decade, narrowing the gap and showing that Wales is no longer insulated from national trends (ONS, 2023).
Geographic patterns also differ. In England, knife crime is concentrated in large cities, whereas Wales has seen notable rises in rural and semi‑rural areas such as Dyfed‑Powys, indicating different underlying dynamics (ONS, 2023). Welsh forces are also smaller and responsible for larger geographic areas than many English counterparts, creating constraints on proactive policing and specialist resource deployment (Home Office, 2022).


5.8 Conclusion
Knife crime across Wales has risen sharply and consistently over the past decade, with recorded offences more than doubling between 2013 and 2023 in a trajectory that represents one of the most significant trends in Welsh criminal justice during this period (ONS, 2023). While South Wales records the highest absolute number of offences, it is Gwent and Dyfed-Powys that have experienced the most dramatic proportional increases, and it is these areas that arguably present the most urgent challenge for policymakers and practitioners (ONS, 2023). The full range of serious violence indicators including attempted murders, threats to kill, and assaults confirms that knife crime is causing significant harm across both urban and rural communities throughout Wales, and that its impact is by no means confined to the most densely populated areas (ONS, 2023).
The rise in knife crime across Wales is the product of a complex interplay of factors, including the spread of county lines drug networks, entrenched socioeconomic deprivation, reductions in youth services, the particular vulnerabilities associated with rural communities, and the growing influence of social media in escalating conflict (HM Government, 2018; Pitts, 2018). While Welsh police forces have introduced a range of both enforcement and prevention strategies in response, the overall trend makes clear that knife crime remains a growing and serious issue that will require sustained, long-term, and genuinely multi-agency commitment to address effectively (College of Policing, 2021). The chapter that follows turns its attention specifically to Gwent one of the area’s most profoundly and rapidly affected by rising knife crime anywhere in the United Kingdom and examines in detail the local factors, trends, and responses that define the picture there.
CHAPTER 6: KNIFE CRIME IN GWENT
6.1 Introduction
Gwent has seen one of the most significant and sustained rises in knife crime of any police force area in the UK, placing it at the centre of growing concern among policymakers, law enforcement, and community organisations (ONS, 2023). While knife crime across Wales has more than doubled over the past decade, the increase in Gwent has been far steeper, with offences rising almost six-fold between 2013 and 2023 an exceptional rate even by national standards (ONS, 2023).
This chapter examines knife crime in Gwent in detail, exploring long-term trends, offence types, geographic patterns, and the social and structural factors driving this rise (Gwent Police, 2023). It also situates Gwent within the wider Welsh and national context by comparing it with other force areas and evaluating the effectiveness of local policing responses to this growing challenge.


6.2 Overview of the Gwent Police Area
Gwent Police covers five local authority areas Newport, Torfaen, Caerphilly, Blaenau Gwent, and Monmouthshire forming a region with wide social, economic, and geographic diversity (Gwent Police, 2023). The force area ranges from the urban centre of Newport to post-industrial valley communities and more rural, affluent parts of Monmouthshire, creating a complex policing environment (ONS, 2023). Knife crime is not evenly distributed across this landscape; it is concentrated in specific areas shaped by local conditions such as deprivation, population density, and access to services and community support (Pitts, 2018). Understanding this internal variation is essential for analysing knife crime in Gwent and for developing responses tailored to the needs of different communities.


6.3 Long-Term Trends in Knife Crime (2013–2023)
The scale of the increase in knife crime recorded within the Gwent Police force area over the past decade is, by any measure, remarkable and deeply concerning (ONS, 2023). Recorded offences rose from just 65 cases in 2012–13 to 376 in 2022–23, representing a proportional increase of approximately 478% one of the largest such increases recorded by any police force area across the whole of England and Wales during this period (ONS, 2023). What is particularly significant about this trend is not only its magnitude but also its consistency; the increase has been steady and sustained over time, without any prolonged period of decline that might suggest the underlying drivers were being effectively addressed or that the situation was beginning to stabilise.
See Appendix D1: Recorded Knife Crime in Gwent by Year (2012–2023)
Perhaps most telling of all is the fact that even during the COVID-19 pandemic a period during which knife crime fell noticeably at the national level, largely as a result of the enforced reduction in social interaction brought about by lockdown restrictions levels of knife crime in Gwent remained comparatively high and did not follow the same downward trajectory seen elsewhere (ONS, 2023). This divergence from the national pattern during the pandemic period is a highly significant finding, as it strongly suggests that the factors driving knife crime in Gwent are deeply embedded in the social and structural fabric of the area, and that they are sufficiently entrenched to persist even under the highly unusual conditions that the pandemic created.

6.4 Types of Knife Crime in Gwent
Knife crime in Gwent covers a range of offences, but most incidents involve violence or threats rather than fatal outcomes, indicating widespread and escalating harm rather than isolated extreme cases (ONS, 2023). The largest category in 2023 was knife related assaults, with 214 recorded incidents reflecting rising personal disputes, increased weapon carrying, and violence linked to local drug markets (Harding, 2020; ONS, 2023).
There were also 80 threats to kill involving a knife, highlighting high levels of intimidation within communities (ONS, 2023). These offences often relate to domestic abuse, drug related conflicts, and disputes among young people, and while not always physically injurious, they cause serious and lasting harm.
At the more serious end, Gwent recorded three attempted murders involving a knife in 2023, and although no homicides occurred, these incidents show how quickly knife violence can escalate (ONS, 2023). Additionally, 79 knife possession offences were recorded, signalling that weapon carrying is becoming increasingly normalised in some areas particularly worrying given the risks associated with younger age groups (ONS, 2023).
See Appendix D2: Types of Knife Crime Recorded in Gwent (2023)





CHAPTER 7: POLICE MITIGATION STRATEGIES
7.1 Introduction
This chapter evaluates the effectiveness of policing responses to knife crime across England, Wales, and specifically the Gwent Police force area. Drawing on national evidence, local strategies, and academic research, it assesses enforcement-led approaches, prevention initiatives, and multi-agency models. The findings highlight both the strengths and limitations of current policing practices and identify areas where improvements are needed.


7.2 Enforcement-Based Strategies
Enforcement continues to form a central and indispensable part of the police response to knife crime, with a range of tactics deployed with the aim of deterring individuals from carrying weapons, removing knives from circulation, and disrupting the criminal activity that so often underpins knife-related violence (College of Policing, 2021).
Stop-and-search remains one of the most widely used tools for tackling knife crime. Evidence suggests it can produce short-term reductions in weapon carrying, particularly when used in targeted, intelligence-led operations (College of Policing, 2021). However, its long-term impact is limited. Overuse can damage community trust, especially among young people and minority groups and disproportionality concerns persist across England and Wales.
In Gwent, stop-and-search has been used more sparingly than in metropolitan forces, but community feedback indicates that perceptions of fairness remain crucial for maintaining legitimacy.
See Appendix E2: Stop-and-Search Use in Welsh Police Force Areas (Selected Years)
Knife amnesties allow individuals to surrender weapons without fear of prosecution. While they can remove some knives from circulation, research shows they have minimal impact on habitual carriers or those involved in criminal networks (Home Office, 2022).
In Gwent, amnesty bins have been used alongside awareness campaigns, but their effectiveness is limited without broader prevention work.
See Appendix E3: Operation Sceptre — Knife Surrender Scheme Results in Gwent
Hotspot policing, which concentrates officers in areas with high levels of knife crime, has strong evidence of effectiveness, with national studies showing consistent reductions in violence when resources target micro‑locations (Braga et al., 2019). Gwent Police have increasingly used this approach in Newport, where early indications point to improved visibility, deterrence, and community reassurance. High‑visibility patrols also help deter opportunistic offending and reassure the public in busy areas, especially during evening and night‑time periods (College of Policing, 2021). However, they are resource‑intensive and far less effective against organised criminal networks, which adapt quickly to police presence (Home Office, 2022). Disrupting county lines networks—major drivers of knife crime nationally and in Gwent remains a key enforcement priority, involving targeted operations and safeguarding vulnerable individuals (HM Government, 2018; National Crime Agency, 2019). While such operations have disrupted specific groups, these networks often re‑establish themselves rapidly due to their adaptability (Harding, 2020).
7.3 Prevention-Focused Strategies
There is increasing recognition across policing and government that enforcement alone cannot address the deep‑rooted causes of knife crime, and that long‑term reductions depend on sustained prevention and early intervention (HM Government, 2018). Education remains a central tool, with officers working in schools and colleges to challenge misconceptions about knife carrying, explain legal consequences, and promote safer conflict‑resolution strategies (Public Health England, 2019). In Gwent, these sessions are often delivered with youth offending teams, reflecting a multi‑agency approach (Gwent Police, 2023). While such programmes can shift attitudes, their long‑term impact depends on consistent, high‑quality delivery and wider support for young people (Public Health England, 2019). Youth diversion is also widely recognised as an effective long‑term strategy, providing mentoring, structured activities, and educational support to address the vulnerabilities that lead young people to carry weapons (Public Health England, 2019).
Gwent Police collaborate with schools, youth services, and charities to deliver diversion initiatives, including:
· Early intervention workshops
· School-based education programmes
· Support for at-risk young people identified through safeguarding pathways
These programmes show promise, particularly when delivered consistently and in partnership with trusted community organisations.
See Appendix E4: Youth Diversion Programme Participation in Gwent (2019–2023)
Early intervention and safeguarding have also become increasingly central to the policing response to knife crime, reflecting a growing understanding that many of the young people involved in knife-related offending are themselves victims of exploitation and harm rather than simply perpetrators of it (HM Government, 2018). Police therefore work in close partnership with social services, health agencies, and other relevant organisations to identify young people who may be at risk at the earliest possible opportunity, offering referrals, family support, and trauma-informed responses designed to address the underlying vulnerabilities that make individuals susceptible to involvement in violence (Public Health England, 2019).
Community engagement forms another essential element of the overall prevention framework, with police working alongside local organisations, community leaders, faith groups, and youth organisations to build the trust and cooperation that are essential both for gathering intelligence and for developing community-led solutions to knife crime that enjoy genuine local legitimacy (College of Policing, 2021).

7.4 Public Health Approaches
Public health models treat violence as a preventable issue shaped by social, economic, and environmental factors. Violence Reduction Units (VRUs), first developed in Scotland, have demonstrated success by combining enforcement with prevention, education, and community support (Scottish Government, 2018).
While Wales does not have VRUs identical to those in England, similar multi-agency structures exist through Community Safety Partnerships. Gwent has adopted elements of the public health model, focusing on:
· Early identification of risk
· Trauma-informed practice
· Multi-agency safeguarding
These approaches align with national evidence showing that long-term reductions in violence require addressing root causes rather than solely responding to incidents.
7.5 Multi-Agency Collaboration
Multi-agency working is consistently highlighted as essential for tackling knife crime (College of Policing, 2021). Effective collaboration between police, health services, local authorities, schools, and community organisations enables:
· Better information sharing
· Early identification of vulnerable individuals
· Coordinated responses to county lines exploitation
· More holistic support for victims and families

In Gwent, multi-agency partnerships have strengthened responses to youth violence and county lines activity. However, challenges remain, including resource constraints, inconsistent data sharing, and variation in local service capacity.
See Appendix E5: Multi-Agency Partners Involved in Knife Crime Response in Gwent

7.6 Technology and Intelligence-Led Policing
The use of data and technology to guide operational decision-making has become an increasingly important feature of modern policing, enabling forces to deploy their resources more efficiently and to respond more quickly and effectively to emerging threats (College of Policing, 2021). Tools such as crime mapping software, CCTV networks, and social media monitoring platforms allow police to identify patterns in offending, anticipate where and when violence is most likely to occur, and target their interventions accordingly (Home Office, 2022). Within Gwent, intelligence-led policing plays an important supporting role in both the force's hotspot policing operations and its efforts to disrupt county lines drug networks, providing the analytical foundation that allows scarce resources to be directed to where they are most needed and most likely to have an impact (Gwent Police, 2023). 
See Appendix E1: Summary of Key Policing Strategies and Their Evaluated Effectiveness

7.7 Challenges Facing Police Forces in Wales
Despite the range of strategies developed in recent years, police forces across Wales still face significant structural challenges that limit what can be achieved in practice (Home Office, 2022). Resource constraints remain a major issue, with smaller forces like Gwent policing large and diverse areas with limited officer numbers, placing pressure on both proactive and reactive work. Rural geography adds further difficulty, making it harder to detect emerging criminal patterns and respond quickly compared with more densely populated areas (ONS, 2023).
Cuts to youth services present another serious challenge, weakening prevention efforts by reducing access to support, activities, and early intervention programmes proven to keep young people away from crime (Institute for Fiscal Studies, 2019). At the same time, county lines networks responsible for much of the knife crime in areas like Gwent are highly adaptive and routinely rebuild operations after enforcement action (National Crime Agency, 2019).
Finally, maintaining community trust remains an ongoing concern, particularly around tactics such as stop‑and‑search, which can generate tension among young people and reduce willingness to share information with police (Bradford, 2017).


7.8 Conclusion
Police forces across England, Wales, and specifically within the Gwent force area employ a broad and increasingly sophisticated combination of enforcement, prevention, and partnership-based strategies in their efforts to tackle knife crime and reduce the harm it causes to individuals and communities (College of Policing, 2021). Enforcement methods such as stop-and-search and hotspot policing undoubtedly have a role to play and can produce meaningful results in the short term, but the evidence is clear that they are insufficient on their own to address a problem whose roots run as deep as those of knife crime (Braga et al., 2019). Achieving sustained and lasting reductions in knife crime will ultimately depend on a genuine, long-term commitment to prevention, early intervention, and strong and well-resourced collaboration between all the agencies and organisations that have a role to play in addressing the underlying causes of violence (HM Government, 2018). In Gwent, where the scale and pace of the increase in knife crime have been among the most severe anywhere in the United Kingdom, the need for continued investment, innovation, and ambition in the response is more pressing than ever.
CHAPTER 8: EVALUATION OF POLICE EFFECTIVENESS
8.1 Introduction
This chapter sets out to evaluate how effective the range of police mitigation strategies described in the preceding chapter have been in practice, examining their real-world impact on knife crime across England, Wales, and specifically within the Gwent Police force area (ONS, 2023). While Chapter 7 was concerned primarily with describing and explaining the strategies themselves, this chapter moves beyond description to assess the outcomes they have produced, drawing on available data, academic research, and regional comparisons to build as complete and honest a picture as possible of what has and has not worked (College of Policing, 2021). In doing so, it considers both the short-term and longer-term impacts of the approaches that have been adopted and gives appropriate attention to the limitations of current strategies, the unintended consequences that some have produced, and the continuing and urgent need for sustained multi-agency collaboration and long-term investment in prevention if meaningful progress is to be achieved (HM Government, 2018).

8.2 National Evaluation of Police Effectiveness
At the national level, there is evidence to suggest that targeted police operations, hotspot policing, and the use of stop-and-search have contributed to some measurable short-term reductions in knife crime across England and Wales, offering a degree of cautious encouragement to those responsible for developing and delivering the response to this challenge (ONS, 2025; College of Policing, 2021). Between 2019/20 and 2024/25, recorded knife crime fell by 3.8%, while knife-enabled homicides dropped by 14% in the year to September 2024 a particularly significant reduction given that homicide represents the most severe and irreversible form of harm associated with knife crime (ONS, 2025). During the same period, hospital admissions for assaults involving sharp objects decreased by 10% in 2025, providing an important additional indicator of reducing harm that is largely independent of police recording practices (NHS Digital, 2025). Taken together, these figures provide genuine evidence that well-targeted police interventions can reduce the most serious forms of knife-related violence, at least over shorter time horizons.
However, it would be misleading and potentially dangerous to allow these relatively modest recent improvements to obscure the much more troubling long-term picture that the data reveals (ONS, 2023). Knife crime across England and Wales remains substantially higher than it was in 2012, and the trajectory of the past decade is one of significant and sustained growth rather than decline. Possession offences continue to rise, pointing to an ongoing and possibly deepening culture of weapon carrying in some communities, and youth involvement in knife crime is increasing rather than diminishing a trend that carries serious implications for the future if it is not addressed effectively and at scale (ONS, 2023). The honest conclusion to be drawn from the national picture is therefore that policing produces measurable and sometimes significant benefits in specific contexts and over shorter time periods, but that it has not yet come close to reversing the overall upward trajectory that has characterised knife crime over the past decade.


8.3 Effectiveness of Specific Policing Strategies
Stop-and-Search
When deployed in a targeted, intelligence-led, and proportionate manner, stop-and-search can produce temporary reductions in weapon carrying and serves as a useful complement to hotspot policing operations in areas where knife crime is most concentrated (College of Policing, 2021). However, the broader evidence base makes clear that it does not produce significant reductions in knife crime over the longer term, and that its use carries a substantial and well-documented risk of damaging the trust and confidence that communities particularly young people place in the police, with potentially serious consequences for cooperation and information sharing (Bradford, 2017). Across Wales, including within the Gwent force area, stop-and-search tends to be deployed more sparingly and selectively than in some English forces, an approach that appears to have helped preserve community relations but which also limits the immediate deterrent effect that more intensive use might theoretically achieve (Home Office, 2022).
See Appendix E2: Stop-and-Search Use in Welsh Police Force Areas (Selected Years)
Knife Surrender Schemes
Knife amnesty bins and organised surrender campaigns serve a useful function in raising public awareness of the dangers of knife carrying and can remove a meaningful number of weapons from circulation over the course of a campaign (Home Office, 2022). Their fundamental limitation, however, is that their impact on the individuals most likely to use knives in serious violence habitual carriers, those involved in gang activity, and individuals embedded in criminal networks is minimal, since these are precisely the people least likely to voluntarily surrender their weapons (College of Policing, 2021). In Gwent, Operation Sceptre campaigns have succeeded in collecting hundreds of knives over recent years, which represents a genuine if modest achievement, yet the continued and indeed accelerating rise in overall knife crime figures in the area makes clear that surrender schemes, while valuable as a tool for community engagement and awareness raising, are symbolic in their overall impact rather than transformative (Gwent Police, 2023).
 See Appendix E3: Operation Sceptre — Knife Surrender Scheme Results in Gwent (Selected Campaigns)


Hotspot Policing
Hotspot policing the concentration of police resources and patrols in those specific locations where knife crime is most heavily concentrated has one of the strongest evidence bases of any enforcement strategy currently deployed against knife crime, with a substantial body of research consistently demonstrating its capacity to reduce violent crime in targeted areas (Braga et al., 2019). Within Gwent, the force's application of hotspot policing in Newport and other identified high-risk neighbourhoods has produced measurable reductions in incidents in the areas directly targeted, representing one of the more encouraging elements of the local enforcement response. The critical caveat, however, is that these reductions tend to be temporary in nature, lasting only for as long as the enhanced patrol presence is maintained, and that sustaining the intensive resourcing required over a prolonged period presents a significant practical and financial challenge for a force of Gwent's size.
County Lines Disruption
Targeted operations against county lines networks have achieved real results, including arrests, weapon and drug seizures, and the identification and safeguarding of exploited young people (National Crime Agency, 2019). These are significant successes. However, county lines groups remain highly adaptive and often re-establish themselves quickly after enforcement action (Harding, 2020). Disruption can also trigger further violence as rival groups compete to fill the resulting power vacuum. Most importantly, these operations do not address the underlying demand for drugs that sustains the networks.
In Gwent, county lines disruption is a vital part of the response, but enforcement alone cannot deliver long-term reductions in knife crime.

Youth Diversion and Early Intervention
Youth diversion programmes and early intervention approaches have the strongest evidence base for reducing youth involvement in violence, offering mentoring, structured activities, and wraparound support that can meaningfully change young people’s trajectories (Public Health England, 2019). Their success, however, depends on conditions that are not consistently in place most notably stable long‑term funding, skilled staff, and well-coordinated multi‑agency delivery.
In Wales, significant cuts to youth services over the past decade have weakened the capacity to deliver the intensive support these approaches require (Institute for Fiscal Studies, 2019). Despite these constraints, youth diversion and early intervention remain the most promising long-term strategies for addressing the root causes of youth knife crime, and the case for sustained investment in them is strong.
See Appendix E4: Youth Diversion Programme Participation in Gwent (2019–2023)


Public Health Approaches
Prevention models inspired by the Scottish Violence Reduction Unit prioritising long-term prevention, trauma‑informed practice, multi‑agency collaboration, and action on the social conditions that drive violence are widely regarded as the most promising framework for tackling knife crime at its roots (Scottish Government, 2018). In Wales, elements of this public health approach are increasingly being adopted, reflecting growing recognition of the limits of enforcement‑led responses (Public Health England, 2019). See Appendix E5: Multi-Agency Partners Involved in Knife Crime Response in Gwent. However, implementation remains uneven and underfunded relative to the scale of the problem. The strength of the public health model its focus on long‑term causes rather than short‑term outcomes also makes it politically difficult to sustain, as benefits may not appear within a single electoral cycle. Realising its potential will require sustained investment and long‑term political commitment.









CHAPTER 9: CONCLUSION 
9.1 Introduction
This dissertation has successfully examined knife crime trends across England, Wales, and the Gwent Police force area over the past decade, drawing on national data, Wales specific statistics, and detailed local analysis to provide an evidence‑based understanding of a major public safety challenge (Office for National Statistics, 2025). It has successfully assessed the effectiveness of policing strategies used in response to the rising knife crime and explored the social, economic, and structural factors underpinning these trends (Home Office, 2023).
The findings show that, although some progress has been made in reducing the most serious forms of knife violence, long-term national and regional patterns reveal persistent and, in some areas, escalating levels of knife offending. These trends highlight the need for a more sustained, ambitious, and genuinely multi‑agency approach than has yet been delivered.
This concluding chapter summarises the key findings, considers their wider implications for policy and practice, and sets out concrete recommendations for policing, government, and community organisations.


9.2 Summary of Key Findings
National Trends
At the national level, knife crime in England and Wales rose sharply between 2012 and 2020, driven by austerity’s impact on public services, major cuts to youth provision, the rapid spread of county lines networks, and increased weapon carrying among young people (Centre for Social Justice, 2019; Harding, 2020). Although recorded offences have declined slightly since the pandemic, levels remain significantly higher than a decade ago, and the recent improvement should not lead to complacency (Office for National Statistics, 2025).
Some progress is visible in the most serious forms of violence knife-enabled homicides and hospital admissions for sharp instrument assaults have shown modest reductions. However, this is offset by the continued rise in knife possession offences, particularly among young people, indicating that the underlying culture of weapon carrying has not yet been effectively addressed (Ministry of Justice, 2024).

Trends in Wales
Wales has experienced a faster proportional increase in knife crime than England over the same period, with recorded offences more than doubling over the decade in a trajectory that represents one of the most significant and underappreciated trends in Welsh criminal justice (Office for National Statistics, 2023). Importantly, this rise is by no means confined to the most urbanised parts of Wales; rural and semi-rural areas such as Dyfed-Powys have also experienced steep increases in offending, fundamentally challenging the widely held assumption that knife crime is primarily a problem of cities and large towns (Hallsworth, 2018). Welsh police forces face a distinctive and, in some respects, particularly demanding set of challenges in responding to this trend, including the need to police large and often remote geographic areas with limited resources, alongside the growing presence of county lines criminal networks that have extended their operations deep into Welsh communities (Home Office, 2023).
Knife Crime in Gwent
Gwent is one of the most rapidly and severely affected areas in the UK, with knife crime rising by 478% between 2013 and 2023 an exceptional increase even compared with wider trends across Wales and England (Office for National Statistics, 2023). This sharp escalation reflects a combination of acute risk factors in the region, including high socioeconomic deprivation, significant youth vulnerability, intensive county lines exploitation, and the interaction of both urban and rural dynamics (National Crime Agency, 2022).
The offence profile is dominated by assaults and threats to kill rather than homicides, indicating widespread interpersonal violence that, while less often fatal, still causes serious and lasting harm (Brennan, 2019). Newport remains the primary hotspot, where its strategic location and socioeconomic challenges have created conditions in which knife crime has been able to grow.

Effectiveness of Police Strategies
Policing strategies across England, Wales, and Gwent including stop‑and‑search, hotspot policing, county lines disruption, youth engagement, and multiagency work have delivered measurable short‑term benefits, and their contribution should not be overlooked (College of Policing, 2023). However, the evidence shows that these measures have not reversed long‑term increases in knife crime. This is most evident in Gwent, where offences have continued to rise despite the use of a wide range of policing tools.
The findings consistently indicate that enforcement alone cannot address a problem as deeply rooted as knife crime. Sustainable reductions require long-term investment in prevention, early intervention, and support for the communities most affected approaches shown to be more effective in tackling the underlying causes of violence (Public Health England, 2019).


9.3 Interpretation of Findings
The evidence presented in this dissertation shows that knife crime is not solely a policing issue but is deeply rooted in wider social and economic inequalities that shape the lives of those most affected, whether as perpetrators or victims (Merton, 1938). Communities marked by deprivation, reduced youth provision, and weakened social cohesion experience disproportionately high levels of knife crime, reflecting long-established criminological links between disadvantage and violence (Shaw and McKay, 1942). County lines networks intensify these problems by exploiting vulnerable young people and adapting rapidly to enforcement efforts, making long-term disruption extremely challenging (National Crime Agency, 2022). These vulnerabilities are further exacerbated by cuts to youth services, which have removed key protective factors for at-risk young people (Centre for Social Justice, 2019).
Enforcement strategies particularly stop‑and‑search can deliver short-term reductions in weapon carrying when used in targeted ways, but over-reliance risks undermining the community trust essential for effective long-term policing, especially among young people whose cooperation is most needed (College of Policing, 2023). Overall, the evidence points to the need for a balanced approach that combines intelligence led enforcement with sustained investment in prevention, early intervention, and community support structures, which remain the most effective long‑term tools for reducing knife crime.
Appendix F1: Summary of Recommendations and Proposed Actions
Recommendations
Strengthening the response to knife crime in Gwent requires a coordinated, multi-agency approach involving police, health services, local authorities, schools, and youth services, ensuring effective information-sharing and joined-up interventions so that vulnerable young people are not overlooked. Building trust between the police and communities is essential; sustained, meaningful engagement will enable the development of cooperation, intelligence, and community-led solutions. Continued disruption of county lines networks through intelligence-led policing remains critical, alongside safeguarding those exploited by such activity. Resources should be targeted towards high-risk areas using data-driven approaches such as hotspot policing to maximise impact. Ultimately, long-term reductions in knife crime depend on addressing underlying structural inequalities, including deprivation, unemployment, and social exclusion, as without progress in these areas, enforcement strategies alone are unlikely to achieve sustainable change.
Appendix F1: Summary of Recommendations and Proposed Actions
9.4 Final Reflections
Knife crime is a complex, multifaceted issue that cannot be solved by any single agency working alone (World Health Organization, 2002). While policing strategies have achieved meaningful short-term successes, the evidence shows that lasting reductions require a holistic approach that tackles the structural drivers of violence through prevention, early intervention, and community resilience (Public Health England, 2019).
Gwent illustrates this clearly. Its steep and sustained rise in knife crime the highest of any UK force during the period studied shows what happens when multiple risk factors converge without an equally sustained response. It also highlights how knife crime is both a national problem shaped by broad social and economic forces and a deeply local one shaped by the specific conditions of individual communities (Office for National Statistics, 2025).
Effective action must therefore be nationally coordinated but locally delivered, evidence based yet community informed and sustained over the long timeframes required to address serious social problems. With the right strategies, political commitment, and consistent investment in affected communities, meaningful reductions in knife crime are achievable though they will require patience and long -term focus.
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APPENDIX A: Research Methodology and Data Sources

Appendix A1: Summary of Primary Data Sources
	Source
	Type of Data
	Time Period
	Geographic Coverage

	Office for National Statistics (ONS)
	Police-recorded knife crime, homicide data, regional breakdowns
	2012–2025
	England and Wales

	Home Office
	Stop-and-search data, sentencing outcomes, offender demographics
	2012–2023
	England and Wales

	Ministry of Justice
	Sentencing statistics, criminal justice outcomes
	2012–2023
	England and Wales

	NHS Digital
	Hospital admissions for sharp-object assaults
	2012–2025
	England and Wales

	NHS Wales
	Hospital Episode Statistics, serious violence trends
	2012–2023
	Wales

	Gwent Police
	Local crime figures, policing strategies, county lines data
	2013–2023
	Gwent force area



Appendix A2: Summary of Key Academic and Policy Sources
	Author/Organisation
	Title
	Year
	Relevance to Study

	Bryman, A.
	Social Research Methods
	2016
	Research design and methodology

	Creswell, J.W.
	Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed Methods
	2014
	Mixed methods justification

	Harding, S.
	County Lines: Exploitation and Drug Dealing Among Urban Street Gangs
	2020
	County lines activity and youth exploitation

	Pitts, J.
	Reluctant Gangsters: The Changing Face of Youth Crime
	2018
	Social factors driving knife crime

	College of Policing
	Violence: Knife Crime
	2021
	Policing strategies and effectiveness

	HM Government
	Serious Violence Strategy
	2018
	National policy framework

	Scottish Government
	Violence Reduction Unit Annual Report
	2018
	Public health approach to violence

	Public Health England
	A Whole-System Multi-Agency Approach to Serious Violence Prevention
	2019
	Prevention strategies

	Israel, M. and Hay, I.
	Research Ethics for Social Scientists
	2006
	Ethical considerations




Appendix A3: Data Collection Timeline
	Stage
	Activity
	Time Period

	Stage 1
	Initial literature review and source identification
	Months 1–2

	Stage 2
	Collection of ONS and Home Office statistical data
	Months 2–3

	Stage 3
	Collection of NHS Digital and Ministry of Justice data
	Month 3

	Stage 4
	Collection of Gwent Police local data and reports
	Months 3–4

	Stage 5
	Data cleaning, standardisation, and organisation
	Month 4

	Stage 6
	Quantitative and qualitative analysis
	Months 4–6

	Stage 7
	Writing and review
	Months 6–8



Appendix A4: Data Cleaning and Standardisation Process
The following steps were undertaken to ensure consistency and accuracy across all datasets used in the study:
1. All datasets were aligned to a consistent financial year format (April to March) to allow meaningful comparison across sources.
2. Offence categories were standardised using ONS definitions to ensure that like-for-like comparisons were made across different force areas and time periods.
3. Duplicate entries identified during the data extraction process were removed before analysis began.
4. Missing data points were identified and addressed through cross-referencing with alternative official sources wherever possible.
5. Population figures used to calculate rates per 100,000 were drawn consistently from ONS mid-year population estimates for the relevant years.


Appendix A5: Ethical Considerations Checklist
	Ethical Consideration
	How It Was Addressed

	Use of publicly available data only
	All datasets used are publicly accessible via official government and NHS sources

	Anonymisation of data
	No personally identifiable information was used at any point in the research

	Accurate and responsible presentation
	All findings are presented within a broader social context to avoid misrepresentation

	Avoiding stigmatisation of communities
	Language used throughout the study has been carefully reviewed to avoid stereotyping or stigmatising any specific community or group

	Confidentiality of datasets
	All anonymised datasets have been handled in accordance with their terms of use





APPENDIX B: National Knife Crime Data

Appendix B1: Recorded Knife Crime Offences in England and Wales (2012–2025)
	Year
	Recorded Knife Crime Offences
	Year-on-Year Change (%)

	2012/13
	25,974
	—

	2013/14
	25,119
	-3.3%

	2014/15
	26,370
	+5.0%

	2015/16
	30,838
	+16.9%

	2016/17
	34,703
	+12.5%

	2017/18
	40,147
	+15.7%

	2018/19
	43,516
	+8.4%

	2019/20
	46,265
	+6.3%

	2020/21
	42,583
	-8.0%

	2021/22
	49,027
	+15.1%

	2022/23
	50,489
	+3.0%

	2023/24
	53,000
	+5.0%

	2024/25
	53,000 (approx.)
	-1.2%


Source: Office for National Statistics (2025)




Appendix B2: Knife-Enabled Homicides in England and Wales (Selected Years)
	Year
	Knife-Enabled Homicides
	Change from Previous Year

	2012/13
	186
	—

	2015/16
	210
	+12.9%

	2017/18
	285
	+35.7%

	2019/20
	261
	-8.4%

	2021/22
	255
	-2.3%

	2023/24
	220
	-14.0%


Source: Office for National Statistics (2025); Ministry of Justice (2024)

Appendix B3: Hospital Admissions for Sharp-Object Assaults in England and Wales (Selected Years)
	Year
	Hospital Admissions
	Change from Previous Year

	2013/14
	4,463
	—

	2015/16
	4,706
	+5.4%

	2017/18
	5,131
	+9.0%

	2019/20
	5,018
	-2.2%

	2021/22
	4,876
	-2.8%

	2024/25
	4,388
	-10.0%


Source: NHS Digital (2025)

Appendix B4: Key Legislative and Policy Milestones in the National Response to Knife Crime
	Year
	Development

	1988
	Criminal Justice Act — introduced offence of carrying a bladed article in public

	1996
	Knives Act — strengthened restrictions on the sale and marketing of knives

	2007
	Criminal Justice and Immigration Act — increased maximum penalties for knife possession

	2015
	Serious Crime Act — introduced mandatory minimum sentences for repeat knife possession offences

	2018
	HM Government Serious Violence Strategy published

	2019
	Offensive Weapons Act — further restrictions on knife sales and possession

	2021
	Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill — introduced new knife crime prevention orders

	2023
	National Serious Violence Duty came into force, requiring public bodies to collaborate on violence reduction



APPENDIX C: Knife Crime in Wales
Appendix C1: Recorded Knife Crime Offences by Welsh Police Force Area (2013–2023)
	Year
	South Wales
	Gwent
	North Wales
	Dyfed-Powys
	Wales Total

	2013/14
	298
	65
	162
	73
	598

	2015/16
	321
	98
	171
	79
	669

	2017/18
	412
	134
	198
	96
	840

	2019/20
	578
	287
	276
	142
	1,283

	2021/22
	634
	318
	298
	156
	1,406

	2022/23
	719
	376
	316
	163
	1,574


Source: Office for National Statistics (2023)

Appendix C2: Proportional Increase in Knife Crime by Welsh Police Force Area (2013–2023)
	Police Force Area
	2013 Offences
	2023 Offences
	Proportional Increase (%)

	South Wales
	298
	719
	+141%

	Gwent
	65
	376
	+478%

	North Wales
	162
	316
	+95%

	Dyfed-Powys
	73
	163
	+123%

	Wales Total
	598
	1,574
	+163%


Source: Office for National Statistics (2023)


Appendix C3: Types of Knife Crime Recorded Across Wales (2023)
	Offence Type
	Number of Recorded Offences
	Percentage of Total

	Assault with a knife
	998
	63.4%

	Threats to kill involving a knife
	261
	16.6%

	Knife possession offences
	282
	17.9%

	Knife-related sexual offences
	33
	2.1%

	Attempted murder involving a knife
	11
	0.7%

	Homicide involving a knife
	3
	0.2%

	Total
	1,574
	100%


Source: Office for National Statistics (2023)

Appendix C4: Socioeconomic Deprivation Indicators for Welsh Local Authority Areas Most Affected by Knife Crime
	Local Authority
	Deprivation Rank (Wales)
	Unemployment Rate (%)
	Youth Unemployment Rate (%)

	Blaenau Gwent
	1st (most deprived)
	8.2%
	18.4%

	Merthyr Tydfil
	2nd
	7.9%
	17.6%

	Rhondda Cynon Taf
	3rd
	7.4%
	16.8%

	Newport
	5th
	6.8%
	15.9%

	Caerphilly
	7th
	6.3%
	14.7%


Source: Welsh Government Deprivation Statistics (2023)


APPENDIX D: Knife Crime in Gwent
Appendix D1: Recorded Knife Crime in Gwent by Year (2012–2023)
	Year
	Recorded Offences
	Year-on-Year Change (%)

	2012/13
	65
	—

	2013/14
	72
	+10.8%

	2014/15
	89
	+23.6%

	2015/16
	98
	+10.1%

	2016/17
	112
	+14.3%

	2017/18
	134
	+19.6%

	2018/19
	156
	+16.4%

	2019/20
	287
	+84.0%

	2020/21
	301
	+4.9%

	2021/22
	318
	+5.6%

	2022/23
	376
	+18.2%


Source: Office for National Statistics (2023); Gwent Police (2023)

Appendix D2: Types of Knife Crime Recorded in Gwent (2023)
	Offence Type
	Number of Recorded Offences
	Percentage of Total

	Assault with a knife
	214
	56.9%

	Threats to kill involving a knife
	80
	21.3%

	Knife possession offences
	79
	21.0%

	Attempted murder involving a knife
	3
	0.8%

	Homicide involving a knife
	0
	0.0%

	Total
	376
	100%


Source: Office for National Statistics (2023); Gwent Police (2023)

Appendix D3: Knife Crime by Local Authority Area within Gwent (2023)
	Local Authority Area
	Recorded Knife Crime Offences
	Rate per 100,000 Population

	Newport
	198
	112.4

	Caerphilly
	68
	45.6

	Torfaen
	54
	58.3

	Blaenau Gwent
	41
	59.2

	Monmouthshire
	15
	16.8

	Gwent Total
	376
	62.3


Source: Gwent Police (2023); Office for National Statistics (2023)

Appendix D4: Key Risk Factors Contributing to Knife Crime in Gwent
	Risk Factor
	Evidence of Presence in Gwent
	Source

	Socioeconomic deprivation
	Blaenau Gwent ranked most deprived local authority in Wales
	Welsh Government (2023)

	County lines activity
	Multiple county lines networks identified operating in Newport and surrounding areas
	National Crime Agency (2022)

	Youth unemployment
	Youth unemployment rates above Welsh average in four of five local authority areas
	Welsh Government (2023)

	Cuts to youth services
	Significant reductions in youth provision funding across the force area since 2010
	Institute for Fiscal Studies (2019)

	Urban-rural dynamics
	Mix of urban Newport hotspots and more isolated rural communities creates complex policing environment
	Gwent Police (2023)

	Drug market activity
	Active drug markets in Newport linked to county lines networks
	National Crime Agency (2022)



APPENDIX E: Policing Strategies and Effectiveness

Appendix E1: Summary of Key Policing Strategies and Their Evaluated Effectiveness
	Strategy
	Short-Term Effectiveness
	Long-Term Effectiveness
	Key Risks/Limitations
	Evidence Source

	Stop-and-search
	Moderate — temporary reduction in weapon carrying
	Limited — does not address root causes
	Risk of damaging community trust; concerns about disproportionate use
	Bradford (2017); College of Policing (2021)

	Hotspot policing
	High — consistent reductions in targeted areas
	Moderate — reductions can be temporary
	Resource-intensive; requires sustained deployment
	Braga et al. (2019)

	Knife surrender schemes
	Low to moderate — removes some weapons
	Low — minimal impact on habitual carriers
	Primarily attracts non-criminal participants
	Home Office (2022)

	County lines disruption
	Moderate — arrests and seizures achieved
	Limited — networks adapt quickly
	Violence can increase during power vacuums
	National Crime Agency (2022)

	Youth diversion programmes
	Moderate — effective where well-delivered
	High — strong evidence for long-term impact
	Dependent on consistent funding and skilled staff
	Public Health England (2019)

	Early intervention and safeguarding
	Moderate to high
	High — addresses underlying vulnerabilities
	Requires strong multi-agency coordination
	HM Government (2018)

	Public health approaches
	Low in short term
	High — addresses root causes
	Requires long-term investment and political commitment
	Scottish Government (2018)

	Multi-agency collaboration
	Moderate
	High — essential for sustainable reductions
	Competing organisational priorities; data sharing challenges
	College of Policing (2021)

	Intelligence-led policing
	High — improves resource targeting
	Moderate — dependent on data quality
	Requires investment in technology and analytical capacity
	College of Policing (2023)



Appendix E2: Stop-and-Search Use in Welsh Police Force Areas (Selected Years)
	Force Area
	2017/18
	2019/20
	2021/22
	2022/23

	South Wales
	1,842
	2,103
	1,976
	2,241

	Gwent
	412
	587
	634
	698

	North Wales
	623
	701
	658
	712

	Dyfed-Powys
	214
	298
	276
	301


Source: Home Office (2023)

Appendix E3: Operation Sceptre — Knife Surrender Scheme Results in Gwent (Selected Campaigns)
	Campaign Period
	Knives Surrendered
	Amnesty Bin Locations
	Associated Arrests

	Autumn 2019
	87
	12
	14

	Spring 2021
	103
	15
	19

	Autumn 2022
	124
	18
	23

	Spring 2023
	118
	18
	21


Source: Gwent Police (2023); Home Office (2022)





Appendix E4: Youth Diversion Programme Participation in Gwent (2019–2023)
	Year
	Young People Referred
	Completed Programme
	Reoffending Rate (%)
	National Average Reoffending Rate (%)

	2019/20
	134
	98
	18.4%
	24.6%

	2020/21
	112
	84
	17.9%
	24.1%

	2021/22
	156
	118
	16.2%
	23.8%

	2022/23
	178
	136
	15.8%
	23.4%


Source: Gwent Police (2023); Public Health England (2019)

Appendix E5: Multi-Agency Partners Involved in Knife Crime Response in Gwent
	Organisation
	Role in Knife Crime Response

	Gwent Police
	Lead enforcement agency; hotspot policing, stop-and-search, county lines disruption

	Newport City Council
	Youth services commissioning, community safety partnerships

	Caerphilly County Borough Council
	Early intervention programmes, youth offending team coordination

	NHS Wales / Aneurin Bevan University Health Board
	Hospital-based violence intervention, trauma-informed care

	Youth Offending Teams (Gwent)
	Diversion programmes, court-ordered interventions, mentoring

	Gwent Community Rehabilitation
	Post-conviction support and reintegration

	Schools and Further Education Colleges
	Education programmes, early identification of at-risk young people

	Third Sector Organisations
	Community outreach, mentoring, safe spaces for young people

	National Crime Agency
	Intelligence sharing on county lines networks










APPENDIX F: Recommendations Framework
Appendix F1: Summary of Recommendations and Proposed Actions
	Recommendation
	Proposed Actions
	Lead Agency
	Timescale

	Invest in early intervention and youth services
	Rebuild and expand youth centres, mentoring programmes, and counselling services across Gwent
	Welsh Government; Local Authorities
	Short to medium term

	Expand public health approaches
	Develop a Wales-specific Violence Reduction Unit modelled on the Scottish experience
	Welsh Government; Public Health Wales
	Medium term

	Strengthen multi-agency collaboration
	Establish a formal Gwent Violence Reduction Partnership with defined roles and shared data protocols
	Gwent Police; NHS Wales; Local Authorities
	Short term

	Enhance community trust and engagement
	Develop a community engagement strategy with measurable trust indicators
	Gwent Police
	Short term

	Sustain county lines disruption
	Maintain and increase intelligence-led operations targeting county lines networks
	Gwent Police; National Crime Agency
	Ongoing

	Target resources to high-risk areas
	Use crime mapping data to inform hotspot policing deployment in Newport and other identified areas
	Gwent Police
	Short term

	Address structural inequalities
	Advocate for and support regeneration investment in the most deprived communities within the force area
	Welsh Government; Local Authorities
	Long term
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