Appendices:
OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: Monday 26th September 2022. 9.30am. Year 7


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Researcher sat in on a year 7 cover music lesson (expressive arts). The classroom was a conventional setup with tables and chairs facing the whiteboard, although pupils were asked to turn chairs side way to make sure they faced the correct direction of the front of the classroom. The majority of the class were quiet upon entering the room. 



	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The class had settled to begin work at 9:25am – 9:30 am, after coming out late from assembly. Researcher observed a pupil diagnosed with Additional learning needs (TBC) who got distracted and disengaged from the task set by the practitioner. The work set was cover material and could lead to the question was it either the lateness on arrival that unsettled the pupil or the cover material? The work set was to illustrate a poster advertising recruitment for the Junior Choir. This included getting pencils and coloring pencils to design the poster. This was a fun and creative task. Majority of students were engaged with the activity, but upon one observation an ALN pupil tended to walk behind the chair of a peer, which caused distraction to them also. The initial response from the TA (notably, doesn’t spend 1:1 with the ALN pupil) was “sit in your seat”. The pupil continued to disrupt whether that was talking quietly but noticeably, to their friend on the other table. Eventually after a couple of times to be told, the pupil got on task for a couple of minutes, and decided they wanted to draw a guitar. They weren’t sure how to draw, so the TA pointed out the guitars at the front of the classroom, in which they held the guitar for the pupil to get an idea of how to illustrate one. All pupils were observed to be intrigued to the instruments being held, as they were all year 7. The researcher’s thoughts at this point were concentrated upon how fascinated the class were on seeing an instrument. After a short time, the instrument was put away and as it was the end of the lesson. 

Thoughts about this; How does the incident at the start of the lesson contribute to classroom behavior and the whole class. 



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

-ALN
-Behaviour Management – particularly under specific ALN
-Pedagogical techniques towards demonstrating




	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Class was late starting due to assembly. Limited distractions.





Record 2
	Date and time, year group:  26.09.22 / 9am / year 7


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Before music cover lesson, year 7 (expressive arts). The class was previously described on record one.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Whole class stood waiting outside the classroom before start of class, awaiting cover teacher and entry into the classroom. This could lead to effective classroom discipline and management. The researcher had taken their seat in the class. The pupils outside were well behaved and quiet.  Before entering the class, a member of staff spoke to one of the pupils and asked, “why haven’t you turned up the choir/”. The pupil didn’t respond first time, the member of staff asked again, with a slightly higher dynamic of voice, “why haven’t you turned up to choir”, with the pupil in question responding, that he had been attending. The member of staff told the pupil that he hadn’t been and asked him again, then the pupil responded, “what is choir?”. The member of staff raised his voice and said, “why are you lying?”. The researcher could only hear the conversation and not see actions in the corridor. The member of staff then said, “anyone know what choir is?” to the rest of the class, which were still lining up outside the classroom. The pupil then responded “yes”, in which the reply was “you make me want to bang my head on a wall”. The member of staff went on the say to the whole line, “you’ve got good voices” upon trying to encourage them to join the junior choir and they insisted “they don’t bite”. After this discussion the class entered the room with a different member of staff.




	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· Pedagogical techniques 
· Behaviour (individual) management  
· Well-being of pupil



	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)







Record 3
	Date and time, year group: 27.09.22 – 10am – year 9


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Music / expressive arts. Small class size (4).





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Pupils were lined up outside and the teacher was asking how everyone was and asking about their week and checking up on general well-being which was great. The researcher considers at this point about how the teacher can go beyond educating. The group were then sat in silence for a couple of minutes before registration. Everyone then created a semi-circle around the piano. The topic of the lesson was vocal techniques, specifically breathing. There was a review of the previous lessons before the lesson started. Demonstrations such as breathing in and out and placing hands on stomachs were taking place and everyone was engaged. Students aren’t musicians outside of the lesson and therefore have limited knowledge on music. Having this small group really helps them to engage better and understand techniques and gain knowledge much better, amongst having a greater rapport with the teacher. Halfway through the lesson the lesson was stopped twice by one supply teacher and one student for stationary, this caused a slight disruption to the lesson, but didn’t unsettled the students. The discussion was about a pupil who had gone for an instrument lesson and wasn’t seen to be in the correct class. This discussion was joined in with one of the pupils because it was openly discussed to all the pupils. However, all engaged really quickly with lots of warmup exercises which engaged the pupils, and this was a clear pedagogical strategy to engage everyone in music.



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


· Behaviour management 
· Pedagogical techniques towards smaller groups 
· Disruptive lessons /retaining attention




	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)


Relaxed environment just before break. A couple of distractions were evident, but everyone was engaged because of the physical activity.







