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This is a reflection essay of my experience using Turnitin using the Gibbs reflective cycle (1988) that is one of the most accurate and established reflective frameworks which enables structured analysis through a six-stage process. The first being description, then moving onto feelings, evaluation, analysis, conclusion and finally an action plan.  Using this method, I will reflect on my first experience using Turnitin in my first term in University of Trinity Saint David. I will reflect on my use of Harvard referencing and digital academic systems.
During my first term I submitted my first assignment to Turnitin via the HWB app, the university's online learning platform. At first, I didn't understand the similarity report, however I later understood more and more as it was taught to me during my lectures. Additionally, several sections of my past work were highlighted due to incorrect referencing and limited paraphrasing which helped me understand where I went wrong. It also supported me to understand what I need to do in order to improve my work.
When I first received the report I had a lot of self-doubt. I felt anxious and worried as it was my first time writing an assignment and using Turnitin, I still do feel this way using the digital system as I still do not fully understand the app to its full potential and uncertain on how to use Harvard referencing but I'm still determined to improve on my mistakes.
Through my lectures and assignments, I have learned the importance of learning key points within my course. The negative aspect of this reflective experience, was the stress it brought me during my transition over to university. According to Mulaudizi, (2023), first year students often experience difficulty transitioning from school learning over to university style academic learning and writing, including paraphrasing and citation using the Harvard referencing document. Prior to this course I have had no experience using these models which I found particularly difficult to adjust to. academic adjustments difficulties, particularly in to relation to academic writing and Harvard referencing models. My difficulties contributed to high similarity score within my results of my submitted work. I initially focused too heavily on the percentage itself rather than analysing the detailed feedback within the report.
In addition to the above another difficulty I faced during within this term, was trying to navigate the HWB app, the university's online learning programme. I have never fully understood the structure of the app and how it can support me. During first term I felt stuck, I was worried what I got myself into and I was second guessing my choices in signing up to the course. I was anxious to send my work into Turnitin because I wasn’t confident using the online system. I still have doubts to this day but I constantly overthink and worry when it comes to everyday decisions and responsibilities.
The positive aspect of using Turnitin is that it has helped me understand of all my mistakes by highlighting them and correcting them. At first, I thought the similarity report was a negative aspect to this course, but I realised that it was showing me what I needed to improve so that helped a lot with my worries it gave me an opportunity to fix my mistakes. Any future assessments another positive it has encouraged me to take more responsibility for my work using the similarity report instead of relying on my lecture that made me more carful I now double check my work and it had improved my confidence it’s also helped with me being unsure about university level writing required the similarity reports have helped me properly acknowledge sources although I still sometimes feel anxious before submitting assignments I now see Turnitin as a support system rather than something to fear.
These changes can be linked to the concept of the digital literacy which extends beyond basic technology used to include critical engagement with academic tools although I was comfortable using general technology I lack familiarity with academic digital platforms such as turn it in this highlights the difference between every day digital skills and academic digital competence
Furthermore, my misunderstanding of the similarity score reflects my awareness of the academic structure requires not only avoiding plagiarism but also to develop effective paraphrasing and Citation skills as discussed in the University of Cambridge, Good academic practice and avoiding plagiarism website.
My reliance of source materials without significantly researching can create a lack of understanding of the university’s processes.
This experience also relates to self-learning theories which support students to use effective planning and monitoring during their learning and highlighting any progress made. Initially I submitted my assignment without fully review my similar report or seeking clarification this proves limited monitoring on my academic performance.
However, after receiving feedback, I began to adopt a more prerogative approach of reviewing a draft carefully and utilise an academic's support resources.
In reflection I could have attended referencing workshops earlier and reviewed units. University guidelines on interpreting similarity reports before submission. I could also have practiced paraphrasing techniques and used draft submissions using Turnitin to check my similarity score before my final submission. These steps may have reduced my anxiety and improved my first assignment. Nevertheless, this experience has supported my understanding of academic standards and processes.
Moving forward I intended to develop both my academic writing and digital literacy skills. I recognise that developing confidence in using Turnitin and developing my Harvard referencing skills are essential for academic success. I aim to become more independent organise and progress in my approach to university assignments. I also would like to be more positive and improve my self-doubts when it comes to an assignment, seeking support from tutors if necessary.




SMART
Specific:
I will improve my Harvard referencing skills by attending academic skills workshops and using official university referencing guides before submitting assignments
Measurable:
I will aim to reduce my Turnitin score in my next assignments and ensure all in-text match the reference list accurately.
   
Achievable:
This is achievable as the university provides academic skills workshops, online referencing guides, and draft submission opportunities through Turnitin.
    
Relevant:
Improving my referencing will strengthen my integrity, improve my grades, and increase my confidence when submitting assignments.
   
Time-bound:
I will achieve this by the end of Term 2 and monitor my progress across all assignments on time

Goal 2
Specific:
I will develop greater confidence in using Turnitin and the university’s online learning platform university on trinity wales by making  draft submissions and reviewing similarity reports before final deadlines.
      
Measurable:
I will submit at least one draft to Turnitin before each final submission and review all highlighted sections to make the right corrections .
       
Achievable:
This is realistic within my timetable, as draft submissions can be completed during assignment preparation.
     
Relevant:
Improving my digital literacy will enhance my independence and reduce my worry and self doubt when submitting academic work.
       
Time-bound: I will consistently apply this strategy to all written assignments throughout Term 
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