Who goes there? 

 “Who goes there” is a science fiction horror Novel by American writer John W. Campbell published in 1938 about a parasitic alien that can imitate other life forms causing Havoc among a group of men isolated in a research facility in Antarctica, causing fear, paranoia and distrust as it comes a game of survival as no one knows if they are who they seem.
The Novel was adapted into a movie in 1951 by a different title “The Thing from another World”, and again in 1982 by Halloween director John Carpenter but going by the title “The Thing”. There was also a movie made in 2011 to be a prequel to 1982 version to show what happened to the Norwegian base that the character MacReady discovered after the Thing attacked, this prequel was also titled “The Thing”.  

The Novel
 The story takes place in Antarctica and follows a group of scientific researchers isolated from the outside world where they discover a spaceship buried beneath the ice due to strange magnetic readings, they estimate that the spaceship had been buried in the ice for over twenty million years. As they try to thaw it out of the ice they accidentally destroy the ship, and all hope of technological advancements they could have gained from their discovery.
 Although they soon discover what they think is the pilot frozen in the ice, the Thing is described as having three glowing red eyed and worm like blue hair, which scares the character Norris so much he talks about how he’s had nightmares since looking at it and believes although never really confirmed that the Thing is telepathic. 
One of the main characters MacReady who is the stations meteorologist and second in command is frequently described as a bronze statue given life, there are a total of 37 people at this research centre so only a handful of characters are properly introduced and given personalities and have very little to do. There are also 70 dogs and 5 cows at the research centre.
So while Norris the physicist is worried about the dangers of what this extraterrestrial could bring such as alien microscopic germs, Blair the biologist is too impatient to find out more about this life form and gets his way when the alien is allowed to thaw overnight, but by the morning, the Thing is gone.  The Thing kills and takes the form of the physicist named Connant and sheds 90 pounds of its mass to become a sled dog. They discover the alien in the kennels mid transformation, Barclay one of the six main characters fashions a homemade cattle prod out of some wood and wires to fight the thing, after the first attack, Blair figures out what the Thing is and how it works. Whatever the Thing kills, it will take the victims shape, assume their personalities and even their memories. Blair is isolated in a locked cabin after going insane with paranoia and guilt and vowing to kill every single person at the research centre in order to save the human race.
While paranoia and fear spread all over the research facility over who is a thing and who is real, so to see who is who they take blood from everyone and mix it with dog blood and let it settle for over 6 days and test the crews blood against that to see if they are a thing, but it doesn’t work. 
MacReady comes up with the idea of using a hot wire to poke at everyone’s blood samples to find out who are a thing, thinking every part of a thing acts independently and a things blood will try and save itself. All 36 character apart from Blair whom is still locked away stand in one room and their blood tested, its revealed that 14 are things, each one that is revealed to be a thing the rest of the room descends on them killing the things with their bare hands, it is even described that the men were grinning while killing the things in a sadistic way. 
Near the end of the Novel it was revealed that Blair was indeed a Thing and transformed into its what thought to be its real form with the glowing three red eyes, after killing the thing they discovered the Thing managed to create atomic power and a anti gravity back pack in its time locked away from the others for a week.
The Novel ends on a high note, MacReady thinks they killed the last Thing before it could manage to leave and all the characters were extremely satisfied the hot needle test on the blood to reveal everyone was who they were.

1951 The Thing From Another World
The first adaptation of the Novel came in 1951 as an American black and white movie titled “The Thing From Another World” directed by Christian Nyby. 
The biggest difference between this film and the novel is the Thing itself, while in the book it’s true from has red eyes and blue worm like hair and has the ability to transform itself into its victims, the movie version of the thing looks similar to Frankenstein’s monster, very tall and strong with a large forehead and clawed hands, this life form is considered be like an alien vegetable that feeds off blood, the fear it causes is if this thing gets out of the base it could create an army of plant aliens like itself.
Both the novel and this movie take place in an arctic research base and feature a range of characters such as military men, journalists and doctors but this version features a female character but since it’s a 50s movie, her only purpose was to fetch coffee and be a love interest. 
In both the novel and this film the characters discover a UFO frozen beneath the ice as they discover the fin of the spaceship sticking out, they stand out to determine the size and shape of the crashed ship and create a perfect circle discovering a real flying saucer.
Like the book they try to thaw the ship out of the ice but end up accidentally destroying the space craft, they then discover a body close by also frozen in the ice. In the movie version the Thing is accidentally thawed out when a character places an electric blanket over the ice bloke without realising its still plugged in.
The main theme of this film was to create a fear of invasion much like Americas fear of the cold war.
When the thing is killed by electricity and turned to ash, the team who is much more intact than the Novel broadcast a warning to the world “Watch the skies everywhere. Keep looking. Keep watching the skies” 
Much like the book it ends on a high note but with more suspense with the broadcast creating fear of the unknown. 

John Carpenters “The Thing” 1982
Directed by John Carpenter production began in the mid 70s and filming lasted nearly 12 weeks. Kurt Russel played MacReady who was a helicopter pilot in this version at the research centre which housed 12 other characters and some sled dogs.
Filming began in August 1981 and was filmed in refrigerated sets in Los Angelas, and the outdoor scenes were filmed in Alaska. The biggest difference between this movie and the 1951 version is the special effects used for the Thing, Rob Bottin and his special effects team did the creatures using a mixture of food products, chemicals, rubber,melted bubble gum and mechanical parts to make the transformation scenes grotesque and terrifying. 
Unfortunately after the film’s release it received many negative reviews becoming a critical and commercial flop in its time. The Thing suffered from comparison to another extraterrestrial movie that came out the same time E.T because both featured aliens visiting earth but E.T was more family friendly and offered a more optimistic approach to aliens while the Thing was a horror, even the 1951 Thing director said that he hated the new version even though John Carpenters The Thing is most close to the Novel and became a cult favourite. 
The Film begins with a space ship crashing into earth establishing that it is an alien,  then with mystery and ambiguity as a helicopter is chasing down and shooting at a sled dog through the arctic wilderness it then reaches the research base where MacReady and the 12 other Americans are, the helicopter lands two men emerge from the helicopter, one accidentally blows it up by dropping a bomb and the other man yells at the men in Norwegian, there is no subtitles for the audience to be put in the same confused situation as the Americans, but whats said is “KOM DERE VEKK, IDIOTER” which is Norwegian for “Get the hell away! It’s not a dog, it’s some sort of thing! Its imitating a dog, it isn’t real! GET AWAY YOU IDIOTS” although no one would have known what he was saying unless it was researched or someone could speak the language which may have saved many lives.
The Norwegian man is shot dead after accidentally grazing a character trying to shoot the dog and MacReady and Dr Cropper leave to investigate the Norwegian base to investigate while the dog is taken inside, you as the audience immediately know someone is not right about that dog as the camera keeps panning to it for staying on it.
MacReady and Dr Cropper discover the base in ruins with frozen corpses and a thawed out ice block where the creature was found in, exactly like the one from the novel and the 1952 film. MacReady and Dr Cropper also discover a malformed humanoid which they bring to their base so their biologist performs an autopsy and finds perfect human organs inside but then the Dog begins to metamorphose in the kennels trying to build its mass by absorbing the other dogs, the character childs comes with the flamethrower and kills it before it could finish, Blair investigates whats left of the creature and thats how in this movie version he disovers the creature can perfectly imitate other lifeforms.
They use data from the Norwegian base to track where the thing was discovered and find the partially buried spaceship in the ice and a smaller human sized dig site where the thing was dug up although the space ship doesn’t blow up in this version. 
Blair begins to get paranoid and believes that if the creature would reach civilisation and like his Novel counterpart is locked away for vowing to kill everyone to save the world.
Both this film and the novel do the hot needle test on blood samples. In the movie MacReady comes up with this idea as when Norris was a thing and his head broke away from the body to escape demonstrating that every part of a thing is an individual life form and has its own survival instinct.
Just like the Novel near the end they find Blairs is a thing but instead of creating atomic power and a anti gravity backpack he had been working on a space craft using vehicle parts but the power generators are broken too which MacReady speculates that The Thing is trying to kill them the remaining survivors off so it can go back into the ice to be recovered by new people. MacReady is the last man standing and blows the creature, the base and the spacecraft up dynamite.
The film ends on a much darker note than the Novel and 1952 movie, as MacReady sits in the snow, the character that had been missing for quite some time Childs shows up with his own flamethrower asking him is he really him, MacReady and Childs sit in the snow waiting for the other to reveal if they are a thing or not which is where the movie ends, but in recent interviews John Carpenter has confirmed, that indeed one of the two last surviving men, was a Thing.


  

 
