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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

‘’An investigation into the Impact of Neighbourhood Policing on Crime Rates in South Wales’’

INTRODUCTION:

Neighbourhood Policing was introduced in 2005 with the objective to increase public confidence in the police, reduce crime and reassure the public (Longstaff et al., 2015).

Reports such as, Kuipers 2018, state that Neighbourhood Policing does not directly impact crime rates, however, it does increase the confidence levels shown in the Police service and brings a safer feeling to communities. 

A fundamental strategy used by Neighbourhood Policing is high visibility patrols. In 2018, The Police Foundation stated that that high visible foot patrols do not reduce crime rates, but that they can improve community relations and reduce fear of crime (College of Policing 2021).

In direct comparison to this, a research study by Vandegrift, 2020 suggests that Neighbourhood Policing has shown itself to be successful in reducing the rate of crime in areas. This shows a conflict in whether Neighbourhood Policing does or does not impact the rate of crime in a positive way, showing a need for further research.

This report will specifically look at South Wales Police and its unique operations to determine whether Neighbourhood Policing has had any impact on crime rates in South Wales. Neighbourhood Policing is at the forefront of South Wales Polices working strategy, time has moved away from traditional methods of Policing with Police services under scrutiny more than ever. Neighbourhood Policing is seen as a practise which incorporates problem solving, partnership working and opens an avenue allowing for communities to voice their concerns, their priorities. This also gives opportunity for the Police service to provide feedback, prioritise issues which the public wish them to address and deliver on those expectations. It is the flagship Policing method in modern times, making this research relevant and worthwhile (Longstaff et al, 2015).  

Numerous research papers and reports have already been published detailing the impact of Neighbourhood Policing. There are notable conflicts and gaps in the research that this report will look to fill. Appropriate research and analysis within this report will look to further expand on factors which impact Neighbourhood Policing within South Wales. This report will look to assist in improving future operations in Neighbourhood Policing and look to contribute towards Police action in reducing crime rates. Neighbourhood Policing directly impacts local people and their communities, this report can directly contribute knowledge towards improving the relationship between the Police service and its communities as well as improving quality of life and community safety. 

The report will look to gather data to analyse before and after the actions taken by Neighbourhood Policing teams. This will identify any impact on crime rates. Police Officers will be interviewed and asked to complete a questionnaire to gather data to further support this report. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:

· To define the purpose and objectives of Neighbourhood Policing.
· To use data to establish whether Neighbourhood Policing has or can contribute towards lowering crime rates.
· Is Neighbourhood Policing effective?

	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Key literature that will support this research paper is -

Neighbourhood Policing: The Rise and Fall of a Policing Model (2020)
Martin Innes, Colin Roberts,Trudy Lowe,Helen Innes. The book goes into detail about the origins of Neighbourhood Policing as a concept and highlights its use within sub-urban areas of the United States. 

Gill, C., Weisburd, D., Telep, C.W., Vitter, Z. and Bennett, T (2014) Community-oriented policing to reduce crime, disorder and fear and increase satisfaction and legitimacy among citizens: a systematic review. This research paper systematically reviews 65 different Neighbourhood Policing Operations and uses data to quantify whether Neighbourhood Policing is successful at reducing the crime rate in an area. The research paper includes in depth analysis which leads to a conclusion which states there is not sufficient evidence to show that Neighbourhood Poling has the desired impact. 

Both mentioned Literatures discuss Community Orientated Policing which takes place in the United States. The gap for research remains for the UK, crime and communities are very different in the United States compared to the UK. Gil et al, 2014 states that Community Orientated Policing has been used to reduce gun violence, In the UK Neighbourhood Policing focuses on low level criminality. Research is required to see whether Neighbourhood Policing can have an impact on the low-level criminality it is tasked to deal with in the UK (Stephens, 2022). Previous research confirms that Neighbourhood Policing does have a positive impact such as improving public perception and creating a feeling of safety (Rahul, 2022). To date the research cannot conclude whether Neighbourhood Policing reduces the rate of crime in an area. It is this gap which this paper will look to fill, by analysing data from Neighbourhood Policing operations to determine if the practice does have the desired positive impact. 





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

This report will gather Crime data from South Wales Police and relevant agencies to compare crime rates before and after the actions of Neighbourhood Policing teams. Furthermore, Police Officers will be interviewed and issued questionnaires to ascertain the level of support that South Wales Police has internally for Neighbourhood Policing and whether they believe the concept and delivery have any impact on Crime rates in the area which they work.

Utilising this data should give two prospectives on the impact of Neighbourhood Policing, giving more weight to the conclusion. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Questionnaire: Police Officers and Staff (20 Volunteers)
Interview: Police Community Support Officer x2
Interview: Neighbourhood Police Officer
Interview: Neighbourhood Police Sergeant
Operation Sentinel: Neighbourhood Policing Project - Data
Operation Adriatic: Neighbourhood Policing Project - Data



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

This report will ensure that consent is gained from all willing participants, include authorisation from organisations to use statistics as well as consent from all Police Officers / Staff who participate in interviews and questionnaires. The report will ensure participants are kept confidential, removing any data which may allow for a participant to be identified. Participants will have the opportunity to remove themselves from the research at any given point. I will ensure all participants are fully aware of their rights and where this research paper will be published.

This report will remain unbiased throughout, conflict of interest with participants will be addressed, keeping them anonymous and removing any data which may cause a participant to be identified.

This report will look to oblige to the Ethical standards expected by The University of Wales Trinity St David.

	TIME SCALE:

Questionnaire: Police Officers and Staff (20 Volunteers) – To be completed by January 2024
Interview: Police Community Support Officer x2 – Completion December 2023
Interview: Neighbourhood Police Officer - Completion December 2023
Interview: Neighbourhood Police Sergeant - Completion December 2023
Operation Sentinel: Neighbourhood Policing Project – Data – Completion November 2023
Operation Adriatic: Neighbourhood Policing Project – Data – Completion November 2023

Final Draft Submission: April 2024
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