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A biography
Anecdotes of the Life of the Right Honourable William Pitt, Earl of Chatham.
Bound in three volumes, this trio were donated by Thomas Phillips, a generous benefactor of St. David’s College. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  GB 1953 UA/L University of Wales Lampeter, formerly St. David’s College, Library Archive Catalogue, Pg. 1] 

Format
All three volumes of the book are constructed in octavo, meaning there will be 8˚ or 8vo, or sixteen pages of text following the folding procedure; for example, there will be eight written pages on each side of the paper.  
Collation or Registration
To ensure that the binder places the sheets of paper in the correct order, at the foot of each page will be a marker to denote where he should be.  All the papers of a book are divided into several signatures and then sewn together. In this case, each volume is unique, therefore individual descriptions are applied.  The pages that contain the text of these books does not begin with the letter A as is usual but with B, the pages prior to the text are made up as follows.  
Volume I 
End paper with handwritten notes.
Blank (recto) with handwritten notes.
Blank (verso) with handwritten notes.
Title page (recto) with handwritten notes.
Blank
Page (recto) a letter to the Dowager Countess of Chatham with first edition copy.
Page (verso) letter from the Dowager Countess of Chatham in reply.
Pages, iii – vi, preface.
Pages, viii – xvi, contents.
Blank (verso).
Page, copper plate illustration of the Earl of Chatham (recto).
B - H⁸, Ii², blank, blank, blank.
Volume II
Blank, blank,
Title page
Pages, iii – vi, contents.
B - Ee⁸.
Volume III
Blank, blank
Title page
B - Dd².
Blank, blank
Class Mark
The class mark for the three volumes is PHI 03677 (3) indicating that they were donated by Thomas Phillips.


Title Page
As this collection is made up of three volumes there are three title pages.
The Title-page Volume I
ANECDOTES ǀ of ǀ THE LIFE ǀ of the ǀ RIGHT HON. WILLIAM PITT, ǀ EARL OF CHATHAM ǀ AND OF ǀ THE PRINCIPLE EVENTS OF HIS TIME, ǀ WITH ǀ HIS SPEECHES IN PARLIAMENT, ǀ FROM THE YEAR 1736 TO THE YEAR 1778, ǀ [short double rule] ǀ SAT MIHI FAS AUDITA LOQUI. [rule] VIRGIL. ǀ [short double rule] IN THREE VOLUMES. ǀ THE SIXTH EDITION, CORRECTED. ǀ [double rule] ǀ VOLUME I. [double rule]
LONDON: ǀ PRINTED FOR L. B. SEELEY, No. 56, PATERNOSTER-ROW ǀ [rule] ǀ 1797.
The title-page Volume II
ANECDOTES ǀ of ǀ THE LIFE ǀ of the ǀ RIGHT HON. WILLIAM PITT, ǀ EARL OF CHATHAM ǀ AND OF ǀ THE PRINCIPLE EVENTS OF HIS TIME, ǀ WITH ǀ HIS SPEECHES IN PARLIAMENT, ǀ FROM THE YEAR 1736 TO THE YEAR 1778, ǀ [short double rule] ǀ SAT MIHI FAS AUDITA LOQUI. [rule] VIRGIL. ǀ [short double rule] IN THREE VOLUMES. ǀ THE SIXTH EDITION, CORRECTED. ǀ [double rule] ǀ VOLUME II. [double rule]
LONDON: ǀ PRINTED FOR L. B. SEELEY, No. 56, PATERNOSTER-ROW ǀ [rule] ǀ 1797.
The title-page Volume III
ANECDOTES ǀ of ǀ THE LIFE ǀ of the ǀ RIGHT HON. WILLIAM PITT, ǀ EARL OF CHATHAM ǀ AND OF ǀ THE PRINCIPLE EVENTS OF HIS TIME, ǀ WITH ǀ HIS SPEECHES IN PARLIAMENT, ǀ FROM THE YEAR 1736 TO THE YEAR 1778, ǀ [short double rule] ǀ SAT MIHI FAS AUDITA LOQUI. [rule] VIRGIL. ǀ [short double rule] IN THREE VOLUMES. ǀ THE SIXTH EDITION, CORRECTED. ǀ [double rule] ǀ VOLUME III. [double rule]
LONDON: ǀ PRINTED FOR L. B. SEELEY, No. 56, PATERNOSTER-ROW ǀ [rule] ǀ 1797.

Book physicality
The hard covers of the three volumes are made from millboard, fully covered in calf skin, decorated with ink in the style of tree bark. There absence of raised bands on the spine could indicated the “sunken cord” method may have been used, in which case the cords would be stitched into channels to disguise them.  [footnoteRef:2]  The spine of all three volumes have been gold tooled in six compartments with pallet lines. The second compartment in each case contains the title label reading ‘LIFE OF CHATHAM’. The fourth compartment contains the Volume number in gold tooling on a black background.  The remaining compartments are centre tooled with gold lozenges. [footnoteRef:3]  [2:  P. Johnson, Creative Book Binding (Courier Corporation, 2012) Pg. 134.]  [3:  Anecdotes of the Life of the Right Honourable William Pitt, Earl of Chatham, in three volumes (London: B. Seeley, 1797).] 

Judging by the condition, it is likely that the bindings of all three volumes are the originals from 1797 as it is thought that Phillips generally did not recover the books that he donated, numbering over twenty-thousand. [footnoteRef:4] [4:  GB 1953 UA/L University of Wales Lampeter, formerly St. David’s College, Library Archive Catalogue, Pg. 1.] 

Book physicality
The edges are plain but slightly coloured yellow which may be discolouring due to age. The flyleaves and pastedowns are plain but, the first volume pastedowns are covered with handwritten notes appertaining to the contents of the book, with references to Reverend F. Thackeray who wrote a History of the Right Honourable William Pitt, Earl of Chatham in 1827. [footnoteRef:5] There are many other references particularly, written by hand to, Burke – Burke’s works, likely to be Edmund Burke, politician, philosopher and critic of the Earl of Chatham. [footnoteRef:6]  Horace Walpole’s “Letters” receive comment along with opinion of Ann Pitt, Elizabeth Pitt and Lord Byron’s “contempt of Spencer;” [footnoteRef:7] it is known that Lord Byron was the lover of Lady Caroline Lamb daughter of Harriet Bessborough formerly Spencer. [footnoteRef:8] [5:  E.I. Carlyle.,"Thackeray, Francis (1793–1842), author." Oxford Dictionary of National Biography [online] available at http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-27152 accessed 1st April 2018].]  [6:  P. Langford., "Burke, Edmund (1729/30–1797), politician and author." Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, [online] available at  http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-4019 [accessed on 23rd April 2018].]  [7:  Anecdotes of the Life of the Right Honourable William Pitt, Earl of Chatham (1797)]  [8:  P. Douglass., “Caroline Lamb” Notes and Queries, Volume 53, Issue 3, 1 September 2006, Pages 322–323, [online] available at https://doi-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1093/notesj/gjl084 [accessed on 2nd April 2018].] 

The condition of the volumes is worn and in some places are slightly damaged, particularly on the sewn end-bands, which are knocked but intact.  The gold tooling on the spine has been rubbed off in many places. [footnoteRef:9] [9: Anecdotes of the Life of the Right Honourable William Pitt, Earl of Chatham (1797)
] 


Evidence of the book’s ownership and provenance.
St. David’s College accession label dating 1846 was pasted over the inner cover, possibly concealing evidence of original ownership among the handwritten notes that lay beneath. There does not appear to be an entry for the gift of these books to the Roderic Bowen Archive collection. [footnoteRef:10] [10:  GB 1953 UA/L/1/1/A, Donations to the Library of St. David’s College. ] 

The Author
John Almon 1737-1805
Although not credited in the books, it is accepted that all three volumes, a ‘long planned compilation,’ were the work of John Almon the political journalist, in 1792. [footnoteRef:11]  Almon’s earliest known works supported the policies of the Ministry of William Pitt the Elder and the first Duke of Newcastle, attacking those in opposition. [footnoteRef:12] [11:  L. Leitner., “Almon, John (1737-1805), bookseller and political journalist.” Oxford Dictionary of National Biography [online] available at http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-419 [accessed on 1st April 2018].]  [12:   Ibid.] 

Admired by Thomas Paine, Almon was in the centre of political events of his time, controversial and passionately biased, yet remarkably consistent in his loyalties and commitments.  Instrumental in shaping public opinion and a central figure in the decisions regarding libel laws and the freedom of the press.  He also helped to promote the public reporting of parliamentary debates. [footnoteRef:13] [13:  Ibid.] 

The Donor
In 1834 the college library received the first of many consignments of books from its most significant individual donor, Thomas Phillips (1760 -1851). [footnoteRef:14] [14:  GB 1953 UA/L University of Wales Lampeter, formerly St. David’s College, Library Archive Catalogue, Pg. 1.] 

Thomas Phillips was born in London but had his roots in Radnorshire, where he convalesced as a sickly child.  After serving his apprenticeship with an apothecary in Hay, he became the pupil of London surgeon John Hunter in Jermyn Street.  Aged twenty, Phillips entered the medical branch of the Royal Navy, the Kings Naval Service, travelling to Canada.  In June 1782 he joined the East India Company, working in India and Australia as a member of the Company of Surgeons.  Phillips returned to England where he married but had no issue. [footnoteRef:15] [15:  D. Price.,“Phillips, Thomas (1760-1851) philanthropist and surgeon.”  Oxford Dictionary of National Biography [online] available at <http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-22175> [accessed on 1st April 2018].] 

Phillips then travelled to India where he worked as a Superintending Surgeon; there he shared his love of books with recuperating soldiers, “establishing small libraries”. [footnoteRef:16]  He retired to England in 1817, continuing his “philanthropic” works, donating huge numbers of books to institutions throughout England and Wales; funding six scholarships at St. David’s College and donating 22, 500 books to the college.  He was offended when the college refused his offer of funding a “chair of natural science” provided for in his will.  In retaliation he founded the Welsh Educational Institution which later became Llandovery College. [footnoteRef:17] [16:  Ibid.]  [17:  Ibid.] 

The Artist of the illustration of the Earl of Chatham
The first volume contains a copperplate illustration of the Earl of Chatham by the painter Kneller Junior and, likely to have been engraved by T. Cook (Thomas Cook, 1744/5 – 1818). [footnoteRef:18]  [18:  M. Myrone., “Boydell, John, engravers (act.1760-1804), printmakers.” Oxford Dictionary of National Biography [online] available at http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-65008 [accessed on 1st April 2018].] 
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