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Park Guell
Park Guell was the topic presented in the International Conference 2019. Park Guell is a culture and heritage attraction in the form of a public park in Barcelona. It was bought by Barcelona city council in 1922 after the original plan of Eusebi Guell vision was a financial disaster, it was then recognised by UNESCO as a World Heritage site and it soon became one of the most visited culture and heritage tourist attractions in Barcelona. A culture and heritage attraction according to (Ruthven and Chowdhury, 2015) is divided into two categories the tangible cultural heritage and the intangible cultural heritage. Tangible cultural heritage is “movable objects, such as paintings, antiques or artefacts and immovable objects such as buildings monuments or archaeological sites. Park Guell is a tangible cultural heritage site. Intangible cultural heritage sites “cannot be touched but which can be felt through sensory organs – for example, can be seen, as in the case of a dance or performance of a play or ritual, or can be heard, as in the case of music, stories”.  Throughout the years Park Guell has appeared to lose its culture and heritage purpose, sense of place and used mostly for leisure motivations instead of its culture and heritage architecture purpose. 
Therefore, discussed in this paper will be the strengths and weaknesses identified, strategies and recommendations will be put forward to help overcome some of the issues with reference to the loss of culture and heritage feel and supported by case study.
Strengths 
The main strengths of Park Guell identified is firstly it is one of the main tourist attractions in Barcelona with more than 9 million visitors a year who visit either for culture and heritage motivations, leisure uses or simply to admire the work of Antonio Gaudi, therefore it already has a recognised name and status and doesn’t need much advertisement of attracting further visitors. The next strength is the Hop on and Hop off bus service in Barcelona. This facilitates transportation of visitors to and from the park and all other tourist attractions in the city meaning it is easily accessible. By having bus services like this in busy cities such as Barcelona helps reduce carbon emissions and is better for the environment, because if all visitors used taxi services instead this would have a negative impact on the environment. Another strength is the parks unique designs mentioned in (Lopez, 2016, p.7) Antonio Gaudi transformed Barcelona city with his “magical architecture” that was inspired by nature and religious elements, listed as one of these magical architecture designs is Park Guell. The final strength identified is that the site is a culture and heritage site and is supported by UNESCO, this means it is a site that is protected, supported and preserved for future generations to enjoy. Taken from (Sustainability-leaders, 2015). “Park Güell in Barcelona is, has been, and surely will continue to be a symbol of architecture, culture, and heritage of the Catalan capital”
Weaknesses
The first weakness identified is damage to the environment due to overcrowding. Over crowding is a problem and puts the heritage conservation of the site at risk. Other issues linked to overcrowding and further weaknesses are anti-social activities and difficulty managing green areas. The problem with overcrowding of the park is that it is having a negative impact on the most fragile areas of the park (monumental area) and puts a lot of pressure on the environment due to the amount of footfall encountered. Following this one action put into place to reduce the issue was the entry fee that came into place in 2013, The aim of this was to reduce the number of visitors and tackle the issue of overcrowding this however is another weakness identified. Because it is a public park people criticise that it was breaching European laws taken from (Sewell, 2013) “this move would breach European laws, as the area is currently a public park” and before the entry fee came into place it was the only site displaying the work of Antonio Gaudi without any charge. Barcelona residents are still entitled to free entry. 
Case study
Sagrada Familia in Barcelona is a World Heritage site that was created by Antonio Gaudi, it has been referred to as a church, temple, cathedral and in 2010 Pope Benedict XVI declared it a Basilica. The Basilica has been under construction for 135 years and estimated to be completed in 2026 it is the most visited culture and heritage site in Barcelona and all of Spain. The final design of Sagrada Familia will represent 12 apostles, 4 evangelists, 1 Virgin Mary and the central tower will represent Jesus. 
The Sagrada Familia like Parc Guell was designed by the same architect Antonio Gaudi and both are culture and heritage sites supported by UNESCO. However, the difference is the Sagrada Familia has not lost its culture and heritage meaning or sense of place, it never will because it is a religious building that it supported by donations to keep the construction going and enjoyed for many years to come. Therefore, actions must take place so that Park Guell doesn’t lose its culture and heritage meaning ever again (which will be discussed in the strategies).   
Strategies and recommendations 
For culture and heritage sites in general regardless of peoples motivations of going whether it be for culture and heritage tourism, leisure tourism or any other means of tourism it is important that culture and heritage sites are preserved for future generations to enjoy in many years to come. Stated in (Dallen, 2007) as culture and heritage attractions are becoming more popular and more tourists are visiting, there is a need for them to be managed well and looked after, “These numbers are quite astounding and illustrate the need for good management as heavy pressures are placed on sites.” Therefore, the need for strategies and recommendations for Park Guell are of significant importance to the preservation of the park and reclaiming it as a culture and heritage site. 
Barcelona city council are working towards reducing the number of tourists visiting Park Guell so that residents can enjoy it. The increase of tourism to Park Guell has caused the park to lose its sense of place, lost it’s meaning of culture and heritage and given the sensation that the park is a place for tourists and not for its residents. Heritage according to (Park, H 2010) is a symbol or a sign of people ethnicities, nationalities, and identities however it is interpreted differently by everyone. Park Guell to its residents is a symbol of their nationality and identity because they have grown up in the city they may have heard stories from family members before them who were alive when it was being built and so therefore is special to them and has a special meaning to them. Culture according to (Smith, M 2009) can be physical or material, intangible or tangible, the practices of everyday life or political and symbolic. By bringing back culture to Park Guell it can become a part of someone’s everyday life that they can appreciate, and it gives them the sense of place that it has been missing.  One recommendation, a way of overcoming and improving the park for residents and bring back culture and heritage is to hold Spanish culture events in the park exclusively for the residents to enjoy. Cultural events such as Spanish dancing known as the Flamenco is the dance of Spain. Brining Spanish culture to the park a few times a year will return the parks culture and heritage feeling that it once was but throughout the years has got lost and the meaning behind the work has been forgotten. 
Another strategy to improve the park for its residents and reducing the issue of overcrowding is creating opening times to the park for use by citizens only whether it be one day a week or for a certain time in the mornings. This will allow residents to wander around the park freely and relaxed without the overcrowding of tourists. Also having an area of the park dedicated to the residents so that throughout the day it can still be enjoyed with benches and children’s play areas.
As Park Guell throughout the years has become more of a tourist attraction rather than a culture and heritage site a way of brining it back to life and for it to be known more as a culture and heritage site is to have audio guides for tourists to stroll around the park with and listen too. The audio guide would include the history  and meaning behind the park and it’s designs and this would give tourist more understanding of what the park and what it holds and means (one of Gaudi’s greatest masterpieces) rather than just a tourists attraction it has been made into.  
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