Gender Inequality in Ancient Egyptian culture
NB: This blog is intended for A-level students.
It might be presumed that women were treated differently in Ancient Egypt, to other women in Ancient civilizations because of rulers like Cleopatra. This presumption would be wrong. It is a common mistake to make as there were female pharaohs. To make this easier to understand, this blog will be divided into two groups, male and female. 
Female 
Women were equals in every way in Ancient Egypt. This is clear in sculpture dated to the earliest period of Ancient Egypt. (Edwards and O’Neill, 2005) Unlike other ancient societies or cultures, Egyptian Women’s accessibility to things was not based on their gender but on their social status (Watterson), which is related to the class system. For example, middle class.
Like other ancient societies, motherhood was considered the biggest achievement of a woman, even of those women in middle class and those connect to royalty. However, those women in middle class and high class could have things that would make them equal to men (Depla 1994) such as: 
· Education: This would not be education as we understand it today. There would be a different from a male’s education to a female’s education. Young girls were taught the same up until the age of four, when subjects changed. Women were taught how to be good mothers and languages.
· Property: higher class women could own a business and housing ( approved by her husband of course)
· Employment: Not all careers were available to women, only ‘soft options’ were available such as childminding and housekeeping. 
It is clear women were seen as equals as in religious illustrations and sculptures, there are goddesses. For example, Mut – the Mother Goddess (Beckman, 2020). With this in mind, it is important to note that because of societal pressures (remember Egyptian society was still patriarchal), women often didn’t exercise their rights fully. (Roth, 2020)
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Men
Although women were more equal in Ancient Egypt, men had the more important roles in society and Egyptian society was still very much a patriarchal society. Men unlike women, had control of the government and could do whatever they wanted. That is not to say, society didn’t expect anything from them. Quite the opposite, men were expected to pick jobs that relied on strength and power. They were expected to marry and carry on the Egyptian culture to the next generation. Because of these societal expectations, boys had a much more thorough education.
A boy’s education would start similar to a girl’s education, with reading and writing hieroglyphics at age four. Formal education would start when a boy was seven and he would be taught mathematics, geometry,  philosophy, theology and politics. This would be to discipline them into Egyptian thinking. However, like girls, a male’s education would rely on his family’s status and wealth. A women’s education would stop once they were married, however men were able to go on to be apprentices and master a trade. For example, pottery or carpentry, 
Men were expected to marry, have children and provide for their family. They owned their wives and were responsible for what happened to the family. Some marriages were set up within the family, especially within higher class families and royal families. It is well-known that Pharaohs often married their sister, half- sisters and even daughter. For example, it is thought that Rameses II was married to not one, but three of his daughters. (Middleton, 1962) It is understood that women didn’t really have any say when it came to Egyptian marriages, the contract was just signed to show the man approved of his chosen wife and that the marriage had taken place. The man was also responsible for making sure his wife and family had a place in the afterlife.  An Egyptian marriage purely benefitted the man in the relationship. However, it should be noted that this was only in lower class marriages. Higher class women had a say in who they married. Especially, those from royalty or connected to royalty.
Men and women were overly equal for an ancient society. They had practically the same rights (for example women could buy property). However, it is worth remembering that the woman’s husband had to approve the buying of property. Female widows also had rights under her previous husband (Rivas, 2019). Overall, it could be said that gender inequality is solely dependent on an individual’s class as women from lower classes had different rights from higher class women. 
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