The education system in Sierra Leone goes from the pre-Primary age, which is from ages 3-5 and in 2017, there were 653, 316 recorded pupils attending this stage. The next level is primary age, which goes from the age of 6 up to the age of 11, and there were 1, 214, 796 recorded pupils at this stage. In the Secondary stage, it starts from the age of 12 and goes right up to the age of 18, and 1, 205, 605 pupils were in the secondary stage. Finally, the Tertiary stage starts from 19 up to the age of 23. The compulsory education for all children starts at 6 and goes up to 14, lasting 8 years. For primary to post-secondary education, the academic year begins in September and ends in August. However, due to the Ebola Virus Disease outbreak in 2014, there was no data recorded as schools were shut. (UNESCO, 2017) 

Through research, there are numerous barriers for children to access education in Sierra Leone. Sierra Leone is based in the sub-Saharan region of West Africa. The country has a very high poverty rate, which will be discussed further in this essay. Sierra Leone had a devastating Civil War that lasted over 11 years, which blighted the economy system. The Civil War destroyed several schools, causing teachers and families to flee their home country and become refugees. For the people that remained in Sierra Leone, if they did not conform to the system by becoming soldiers, they were either executed or tortured and there were extreme war crimes committed. When the Civil War ended in 2002, it left the country devastated, with a poor economy, homelessness, extreme poverty, as well as a non-existent educational system. According to the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, Article 11 states that every child has the right to an education, to develop his or her personality talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential. This education also includes the preservation and strengthening of positive and African models, traditional values and cultures. Governments should also take special measures in respect to female, gifted and disadvantaged children, to ensure equal access to education for all sections of the community. (Nations, n.d.)  
This has resulted in high levels of unemployment, illiteracy and unskilled labour, including child labour and low paid jobs. Some families are living on $1.29 approximately a day. Converting this, it is roughly £1.01. According to UNESCO, in 2017, there were 2,560,844 illiterate people aged 15 and older. 

Throughout the years, through aid of several charities, for example, donations from the United Nations, Comic Relief and Oxfam, as well as contributions from other countries such as Norway and Netherlands, the economy did improve slightly. 

Through the devastation of the Civil War, lack of sanitation, Sierra Leone hit another crisis: the Ebola crisis. Between the years 2014 and 2015, throughout the whole of West Africa, Ebola swept through the region. 11,000 people lost their lives, and left children as helpless orphans. In Sierra Leone, for a total of eight months schools had shut, resulting in children missing out on crucial education for a whole year. During the crisis, however, there were radios set up to teach children alongside the support from UNICEF, and other donor partners. Although at the time, it seemed like a good idea, the programming software was based on primary and secondary curriculum of core subjects, for example, Maths, English and Civic Education. The lessons were broadcast over a period of five days a week, allowing 30-minute intervals between sessions. This enabled children to call and ask questions between each lesson. However, access to the program was limited due to poor radio signal coverage, especially in rural areas and, being a poverty-stricken area, there was a lack of batteries and radios in the households. UNICEF had donated around 25,000 radios, which relieved the crisis in many rural areas of Sierra Leone. On the downside, many children found that using the radios had imposed a problem of understanding accents, which had a knock-on effect on their comprehension activities. Sierra Leone had reopened their schools in April, but before they could open their doors, the government imposed health and safety regulations by placing thermometers, soap, handwashing stations (known as Veronica buckets), chlorine (bleach), as well as disposable gloves had to be supplied. Additionally, there was compulsory training made available for teachers so that they could handle suspected Ebola cases and know what the protocol was. Through the use of this strategy, it has been proven to be effective because utilising the data from the school census, it shows at least 1.8 million students enrolled across the country, in comparison to the census before the Ebola crisis had begun. 

The system of education in Sierra Leone comprises of three levels. These are: primary, junior secondary and senior secondary. All six years of primary education are free of cost. Students begin junior education around the age of 12 and remain at the same level until they are 15. Students enrol in senior secondary schools form the age of 15 until they reach and it is at this level that they choose whether or not to pursue university or to focus on vocational training. 

Girls education in Sierra Leone is a serious problem that continues to affect females in this area. Although girls’ access to education is slowly improving, girls have high dropout rates and enrolment into secondary school is extremely low. These problems are due to several reasons, for example: child marriage, which can occur in girls as young as 11, which violates the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, Article 21. Article 21 states that governments should do what they can to stop harmful cultural practices, such as child marriage, that affects the welfare and dignity of children. (Nations, n.d.) 
Sierra Leone also had a high rate of gender inequality, by means of gender-based violence, such as female genital mutilation (FGM), and also girls are kept home from school to take care of family members, and also to adhere to domestic chores. 

Sierra Leone is commonly known as the land of “blood diamonds”, Ebola and primary-school dropouts. Even though 100% of the Civil War-torn West African country’s primary school-age kids enrolling in school, a sad 52.2% drop out of school. It has been calculated that on average, the amount of years citizens spend in school is just 3.1 years. However, adults are not very academic either. This is by more than 84% have no secondary education and around 56% of adults are illiterate. 

On the United Nation’s Education Index, Burkina Faso is the third worst country on their list. The population of nearly 19 million and they do not expect that students will make it to eight years spent in education. In Burkinabe, on average, students spend less than 1.5 years in the classroom. Just 29% of adults are literate and only 2% of citizens have any secondary education at all (the student-teacher ratio is 46-1). With thanks to government policies and support, Burkina Faso has managed to actually make improvements in reducing gender gaps in education. Only last year, Michelle Obama and the Peace Corps decided to get involved. They picked this nation as one of their eleven countries to impose the “Let Girls Learn” initiative focuses, aiming to champion women’s education and equalise women with men. 

Another aspect that impacts on education systems is the impact of hunger and how it is gravely underreported. If a child is severely malnourished, to the point where it affects the brain development, it can be the same as losing four grades of schooling. This can also stunt their growth. Stunting means when a child has experienced impaired growth and development that children have through poor infection, and inadequate stimulation. This can then affect a child’s cognitive abilities as well as their focus and concentration in school. Because of this, it has been reported that stunted children are 19% less likely to be able to read by the time they reach the age of eight. Obviously, this goes to show that good nutrition can be crucial in preparation for good learning. (O’Neill, 2016)

According to Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, for a child to reach Self-actualisation, which is happiness within oneself and full contentment, a child’s physiological needs must be met. These include: air, water, food, shelter, sleep, clothing, reproduction. However, in Sierra Leone, according to UNESCO in 2017, 52.2% of the population were living in poverty, surviving on just $1.90. Converted, at present time, this amounts to £1.48 per day. (UNESCO, 2018)
The next level of Maslow’s Needs are the Safety needs. This means that children need personal security, employment, resources, health, property. These needs, however, because Sierra Leone is still at risk of conflict through several crises, natural disasters, child marriage, and fear of losing their security, their families, whether it is the child being removed, forced or sold for marriage, or losing their loved ones through diseases such as HIV/AIDS. (Oxfam, 2019) In Sierra Leone, in 2018, it is estimated that there are around 70,000 citizens living with HIV/AIDS. The HIV/AIDS epidemic is damaging the education systems that can provide a social vaccine by killing teachers, increasing teachers, absences and creating orphans and vulnerable children who may be less likely to attend school and are more likely to drop out. In 2006, the EFAIDS Program was launched by Education International (EI), the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the Education Development Centre (EDC) and stated that it had three goals. The first goal is to prevent new HIV/AIDS infections amongst teachers and learners. Secondly, their next goal is to mitigate the negative effect of AIDS on achieving Education for All (EFA) learners. Finally, their last goal is to increase the number of learners completing basic education. (Education International, 2007)
Not only do they fear contracting HIV/AIDS, they live in fear of developing other diseases such as Hepatitis A and E, Typhoid Fever, and Malaria. 
There are several diseases that hinder and effect education in Sierra Leone, which can affect children’s attendance and can prevent children from obtaining an adequate education. The majority of the diseases are contracted through infected, contaminated water and contaminated food. Also, diseases can be spread through poor sanitation, for example, faecal matter and urine from animals. Unless treated, most diseases are fatal. Rural areas of Sierra Leone have a high birth rate, but also a high death rate. Through research in schools, there are sanitation problems, for example, no toilet facilities, no fresh drinking water, and that raises a cause for concern. 
In 2019, the birth rate for Sierra Leone was 33.194 per thousand, and the infant mortality rate in 2019 was 78.643 per thousand. 
In Sierra Leone, the life expectancy of males is 39 while that of a female is 42. The reason for these low life expectancies is because of the limited access to clean water, inadequate sanitation and hygiene, but also through poor eating and lack of nutrition. (Trends, 2019)
Oxfam have been working alongside Sierra Leone by starting operations in 1998. When the Civil War occurred, Oxfam focused mainly on water, sanitation and hygiene. However, since 2004, Oxfam have worked in both rural and urban areas, focusing more on a development-oriented approach. Their work zooms in on gender equality, energy, food security, as well as livelihoods, education, water, sanitation and hygiene. In 2014, Oxfam responded to the Ebola Virus Disease outbreak and worked alongside other charities and organisations in order to help Sierra Leone by any means necessary. In Freetown, they responded to the 2017 mudslide, and the flash floods in 2019 that also occurred in Freetown. 
The next stage in Maslow’s Hierarchy is Love and Belonging. This includes friendship, intimacy, family, and a sense of connection. However, in Sierra Leone, when girls are forced into loveless marriages at just eleven years old, they lose their sense of belonging to their family and friends. Also, on a related note, natural disasters and disease could again deliver grief as children and adults lose their loved ones in a horrific way. If they are forced into loveless marriages, they lose a sense of connection and belonging. 
Moving on, the next level of Maslow’s Needs Pyramid is Esteem. This can be related to respect, self-esteem, status, recognition, strength and freedom. Poor living condition can impact their mood, how they feel about themselves. Citizens have no freedom, for example, forced marriages and that also brings in no respect for one another, as well as their strength being reduced. 
If someone does not receive basic education, and cannot read or write in a literal manner, then their job prospects are practically non-existent, and this does not enable them to gain lifelong skills for them to achieve their full potential, with regards to their goals and career aspirations. (McLeod, 2018)

According to UNESCO, in 2019, the total government expenditure on education grew from 15.9 to 30.2. However, resources available are very limited, for example, qualified teachers. Although the government seems to be making improvements, they are not happening as fast as the rate of Sierra Leone’s population growth and needs. Through discrimination, lack of training in inclusive teaching methods amongst teachers, as well as a lack of accessible schools, for example, wider doorframes for those in wheelchairs, and wheelchair ramps for those with disabilities. There are not enough specialist staff to meet the demands and requirements, as well as the need of those with additional learning needs. This leaves those with disabilities extremely vulnerable and are denied the right to an education. (O’Neill, 2016)

Although there are many negative factors occurring in Sierra Leone at this present time, there has been a breakthrough in terms of females who are pregnant being allowed to attend school and sit their exams. (International, 2015)

In Sierra Leone, the regional Economic Community of West African States, known as the ECOWAS, rejected a ban that was suggested by Sierra Leone’s government, which prevented young teenage girls who are pregnant from attending schools, as well as sitting their exams. A spokesperson, Marta Colorner, who represented Amnesty International West and Central Africa Acting Deputy Director Campaigns, stated:
	“Today’s ruling is a landmark movement for thousands of girls who have been
excluded from school, and whose right to access education without discrimination has been violated for the past four years because of this inherently ban. 

It is also a glimmer of hope for all those girls who, if pregnant, in the future, will not be punished by being forced to leave school and not being able to sit exams. 

This also delivers a clear message to other African governments who have similar bans, such as Tanzania and Equatorial Guinea, or may be contemplating them, that they should follow this ground-breaking ruling and take steps to allow pregnant girls access to education in line with their own human rights obligations.” (International, 2015)

The Organisation has documented the ban, which was brought in in 2015. By then, the Minister of Education following the Ebola crisis, which put the rights of young girls under threat. However, still to this day, it is unclear how many girls are affected by the ban. Official reports indicate around the 5,000 mark, but experts say that the figure is much higher. 

Sierra Leone, Equatorial Guinea and Tanzania should, in theory, follow the lead of a growing number of African governments which have managed to adopt laws and policies that allow teenage girls to be protected under the right to stay in school during pregnancy, which just goes to show that taking a different approach is actually possible. (International, 2015)

In October 2019, Dr Alfred Mbeteh wrote an article where he stated that Sierra Leone needed to understand the cause pf their failing education system. In Sierra Leone’s early days, before colonisation, there was not a formal curriculum or compulsory education system. Children, adolescents and young people learnt through storytelling, apprenticeships, and observing adults and other pedagogical methods. They learnt through observing rituals and festivals and were also spoken to about responsibility, gaining independence for themselves and looking after their community. 

“The biggest problem with our existing education system is that it does not allow young people to fail and experiment. An ‘F’ would cripple most students and stain their records forever. We need to push our students to have the kind of experiences that will allow them to stumble, fall and then pick themselves up.” (Mbeteh, 2019)
The second change that needs to take place is that teachers/tutors should encourage self-directed learning where children/students can control their own learning. Teachers should start the lesson, and let the children collaborate and control their lesson with little control from the teacher. Learning is for the children and they need to participate and join in active learning as it is a key role in children’s education. “80% of activities should be done by the learner and the teacher only needs to give instruction and look at the textbooks to control behaviour etc.” (Mbeteh, 2019)

Dr Alfred Mbeteh has very similar ideas in comparison with Wales’ new curriculum that is being introduced. (Mbeteh, 2019)

If someone lived in Sierra Leone instead of the United Kingdom (UK), they would be 68.7% less likely to become obese, or have obesity ever in their lives. In the UK, 27% of the adult population are obese, in comparison to Sierra Leone’s 8.7%. 
That person would also live 22.2 years less than the average British person. In the UK, the average life expectancy is 81. Men living until 79 and women living 83, on average. In Sierra Leone, that number is 59, with men living until 56 and women living until 61. (Elsewhere, 2020)

In the UK, education is compulsory from the age of 5 until the age of 16, lasting 11 years. Between those ages, pupils are entitled to a free space in a state school, whereas in Sierra Leone, they only provide 6 years’ worth of free education. Going back to the UK, they can pursue education after the age of 16 for free, until they reach university level. (EXPATICA, 2020)

Moving on, poverty in the UK means that you cannot afford the basic needs of life. Roughly 14.3 million people are living in poverty in the UK at the moment, with around 22% of people living in poverty, including 34% being children. 8.3. million people are working-age adults, there are 4.6 million children living in poverty, and 1.3 million are those who are of pension age. However, since 2010, the UK managed to recover from the financial crisis and now the poverty figures are decreasing. (Fullfact, 2019)

In regards to the education system in Great Britain, it provides a much better service than Sierra Leone. Even though Sierra Leone is implementing new changes as a developing country, and Wales is implementing a new education system without disrupting students, through research Sierra Leone needs to go back to basics and cover the children’s basic needs first, and bring in better standards and sanitation which are, without question, applied in all schools in Great Britain in both rural and urban areas. The new system being brought in Wales also brings in the pedagogical theories into education. The new framework on both sides of the spectrum, also implements Carol Dweck’s theories from the 1970s to the present day, meaning that instead of children being afraid to fail and having a negative approach to education, they will know that failing is a learning experience and by failing, the children will gain more confidence and have the mindset, bringing in perseverance and resilience to achieve their dreams. (Dweck, 1970)
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