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Reading the dramatic use of miscommunication in Jacobean tragedy:
Thomas Middleton & William Rowley. The Changeling 1622.
ACT ONE

Portfolio Task –1000 words
This is most of scene one – based on this passage alone (i.e. don’t look up on Wikipedia!). PREDICT what you think WILL happen in the rest of the play. Indicate why you think that by referring to relevant passages (1000 words)



A. The Changeling, written by Thomas Middleton and William Rowley is an enthralling play with a clear plot developing in Act One, which is revealed in the eloquent discourse amongst the powerful characters. The sexual innuendos and moral dubiousness in the scene hint at an impending disruption centred around Beatrice and Piracquo’s marriage arranged by her father Vermandero. The elements of love, lust and hate are visible sentiments that embrace the very essence of this Act, thus laying out the foundations of tension, suspense and the suspicions of a catastrophe to follow. It succeeds in invading the normality of life and is charged with debauchery enacted by electrifying characters that enhance the expectation of insanity and fervour. The language and rhythm are clear and open with a tone of persistent frenzy. The first Act opens with three distinct pairs of relationships which exude obsession, desire and sexual passion. The affiliation between Beatrice and Alsemero together with the cunningness, revulsion and yearning that encompasses the personalities of Beatrice and Deflores underline the main plot. The third relationship, between Jasperino and Diaphanta, though less imperative has been intended to further emphasise the lurid carnal sensuality the play represents as indicated in the quotation by Jasperino to Diaphanta below.
“I could show thee such a thing with an [ingredient] that we two would compound together, and if it did not tame the maddest blood i' th' town for two hours after, I'll ne'er profess physic again.”

Relationship between Beatrice - Joanna and Alsemero

Beatrice - Joanna is revealed as a young, beautiful yet immoral woman from an aristocratic family who takes centre stage as the main character around which events revolve. Her charade as a genteel demure woman is prevalent in the presence of Alsemero, a Valencian noble gentleman she recently met at church and by whom she is completely captivated, despite being betrothed to someone else: 
“This was the man was meant me. That he should come, So near his time, and miss it!”
Alsemero reciprocates the same ardent obsession which leads them both to embark on a coy promiscuousness in this scene, signalling an eroticism between the pair. Beatrice- Joanna’s intolerance and ruthlessness towards Deflores, her father’s servant, is dismissed by Alsemero. He thus can be identified as a character that discards a vice to suit his own convenience. The entanglement between the couple triggers Beatrice - Joanna to oppose her father’s choice of suitor, Piracquo. The fervour detected in this relationship alludes to the construction of a future conspiracy to prevent her marriage. 

Relationship between Beatrice - Joanna and Deflores
Deflores, the servant of Vermandero, is besotted by Beatrice – Joanne with an overwhelming lewd passion, imbued with a barbaric carnality that is frightening. He displays a conspicuous animalistic desire to claim his mistress’ body and soul even though she is betrothed to Piracquo: 
“Though I get nothing else, I'll have my will.”
On the contrary, though quite abhorrent herself, Beatrice - Joanna displays a deep repulsion which reverberates with disgust and a loathing for Deflores, which is betrayed in her aside:
“Not this serpent gone yet?”  
The pair are at juxtapositions with their emotional intent, yet their motives seem relentlessly intertwined: to go against Vermandero’s decision just to satisfy their individual libidos and sexual cravings.  Their forceful personalities intimate a sense of chaos, emanating an air of maliciousness laced with mayhem to alter Vermandero’s plan for his daughter. The sensation of turmoil is compounded with the revelation of Deflores’ lecherous and provocative thoughts of Beatrice - Joanna, by him vividly thrusting his large fingers through her gloves, demonstrating the goal of claiming her regardless, and hinting at treachery to follow. Their deceptive, spiteful personalities suggest they could either work independently to break Beatrice – Joanna’s engagement, or they both may collude together to attain this aspiration.
Conclusion 
These two vital relationships between Beatrice - Joanna and Alsemero and Beatrice - Joanna and Deflores in the first Act helps project how the play may develop. This convoluted love triangle with Beatrice - Joanna at the apex allows one to conclude the plot is a dramatic one and keeps the audience on edge. The complexity of the characters challenges the imagination and the resourcefulness of the individuals. Beatrice - Joanna seems adamant to stop her marriage, whilst Alsemero is torn by the news and Deflores is determined to consume Beatrice - Joanna physically, if nothing else. We can thus conclude that Vermandero’s wish to see his daughter married to Piracquo will not materialise and will be prevented by one, two or all three of these characters.

It seems Beatrice - Joanna will scheme to rid herself of her father’s choice of suitor, Piracquo. Determined to get her way, she uses the services of Deflores, her father’s servant, who Piracquo may see as a trustful messenger. She plans that Deflores be the bearer of bad news, giving him a letter to deliver to Piracquo. The letter discloses her love for Alsemero.  Deflores collaborates with Beatrice - Joanna to win her over. As the relationship between the two is strained and both are devious one can speculate they will join forces but will keep their own motives undisclosed from each other. Deflores delivers Beatrice - Joanna’s letter to Piracquo who in turn breaks off the engagement. Deflores secretly then decides to murder Alsemero and implicates Piracquo by planting some evidence at the scene. He plans this course of action to ensure Beatrice - Joanna is left without a suitor. In his mind Vermandero will disown her and will treat Beatrice - Joanna as an outcast for humiliating the family, therefore leaving her no choice but to seek refuge with Deflores. 

Thus, we can conclude that the first act, with its gripping tension, transports the audience into a world of conquest, cunningness and debauchery. The principal characters’ discourse, infused with an enigmatic yet threatening allusion of violence and sensuality, makes it easy to speculate on the underlying treachery which may develop, and underpins the first Act’s objective of keeping the audience on edge.
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