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The reflexive journal should be started early in the module, and added to as you plan your research and undertake fieldwork. The final report should not, however, take the form of a diary but rather be a coherent account of your experiences, in which you evaluate your own subject position, assumptions, and the limitations and advantages of your approach. It is important that you do not just describe your emotions and experiences, but evaluate how they may have informed the way you have understood the people you met in the field, their practices and their beliefs, as well as how they have shaped both data you have collected and the way you have interpreted it. You should include background reading – both topical and methodological – as evidence of your research into your project and wider avenues of thought. Ensure this is correctly referenced. An example of an excellent reflexive journal will be posted on Moodle.

Example linked on moodle page.

Writing a Research Report tips
Locate- Set the scene for your research (literature review; create your research space)
Focus - What is your particular topic?
Anchor- Details about your research field
Report- Your data, findings, (diary entries, direct quotes, observations, field notes, analysis- what's appropriate for the kind of writing you are doing)
Argue- How does your original research feed back into the scholarly conversations that you presented in your "locate" section?)
Using this framework we can start to figure out how much of the word count we can spend on each aspect of the writing.
These are only suggestions to get you started. The important thing is to approach your assignments in the right way for your learning style.

