Woyzeck Reflective Appraisal
Using the play Woyzeck by Karl Georg Büchner as primary devising material, we began by examining the text looking for any prevalent subcultures represented within the play. We wanted to present Woyzeck in a modern context to make it more accessible to our audience and open up debate over contemporary social issues relating to culture such as addiction, abuse of power, consent, domestic abuse, euthanasia, gender dysphoria, gun law reform and sexual consent. I suggested the idea of staging the performance in a court case or murder trial. I suggested this because I felt that the majority of the subjects the group wanted to explore had prominent links with a need for law reform and a court room would provide the perfect setting by firstly providing context for debate and secondly providing structure to the composition of arguments between both parties which would represent both sides of the argument fairly. 
We chose key scenes from Woyzeck that we felt would provide the best stimuli for debate. Performers played both characters from Woyzeck in the key scenes and legal representatives, this multi-rolling gave the performance a Brechtian style. Brecht methodology particularly Verfremdungseffekt allowed us to explore the key issues for debate while keeping the audience objective and without causing too much emotional discomfort. The design of the play bares similarity to Geese Theatre Methodology of working one step removed, however participants are now replaced with actors scripting out an artificial exploration of the chosen subject providing a pre determined conclusion; Ethical considerations around the content of the arguments therefore is imperative as actors are now having influence on the moral stance of the audience. 
When seeking audience feedback I found that some audience members felt that they wanted to join the debate. We spoke about the idea of forum theatre during the devising process and felt that because of time restrictions, the more extensively carefully researched respectful representations of communities should take priority over audience participation.
I chose to debate addiction through abuse of power along with the boundaries of omission. In a legal trial both parties refer to common law and precedent law to back their case and so for authenticity purposes, I looked to case law as primary devising material to form the foundation of my arguments. I referred to recent cases such as the case of Raymond Nimmo who was wrongfully prescribed Valium for 14 years. The character of Mr Nimmo represents a whole community of people who have experienced similar medical negligence which has then had a massive knock on effect in their life losing their families, jobs and homes through no fault of their own.  The exploration of boundaries of omission raised some key questions about the culture of blame that we currently live in. The recent Parkland school shooting in Florida highlighted this key issue of blame. The only person responsible for the shooting was Nikolas Cruz and yet the blame was shared amongst those who he had disclosed his intentions to kill. Should we be able to detain someone before they commit a crime in order to prevent it from happening? 

