What are the key social elements that impact on a learner’s ability to access education?

This assignment will cover the key social elements that impact on a learner’s ability to access education. A learner is anyone of any age, according to Collins dictionary(2020), they state that a learner is “someone who is learning about a particular subject or how to do something.” For example, learning a new skill, getting a degree, aiming for your GCSEs or A levels. As long as it is something new, then you are classed as a learner. 
There are a numerous things that will and can impact on a learner’s ability to access education including, poverty, culture, gender, marginalised groups within society, discrimination and social inclusion. All of the social elements that will be discussed in this essay all interlink with each other. 

One of the main key social elements that will affect a learner’s ability to access education is discrimination. The term discrimination according to the Cambridge Dictionary (1995) is “treating a person or particular group of people differently, especially in a worse way from the way in which you treat other people”, for example because of their “ skin colour, sex, sexuality.” In simple terms it means treating someone adversely due to their race, gender, religion. All of the key characteristics that a person can be discriminated due to, are now protected by law, under the Equality Act 2010. These include age, gender reassignment, disability, marital status and maternity/ pregnancy. 
There are two types of discrimination, which according to the Mental Health Schools website (2020), are Direct and indirect discrimination. Direct discrimination is “is when a child is treated differently (at school or in their community)” because of one, or more, of characteristics mentioned above. Then indirect discrimination is “when a child is treated in the same way as other pupils, but it has an adverse effect on that child because of who they are.” This means that if the school policy is applied in exactly the same way to everyone, but then “puts a disabled pupil at a disadvantage,” then this is indirect discrimination. 
In regard to education, a child may be discriminated against in school by their teachers, peers, friends and even other parents. The discrimination may affect a child getting the full potential from accessing education due to their gender. For example, the experiences that women get in education is different compared to men. A campaign site for education for women (2018)  states that “girls were generally seen as better at soft subjects” compared to boys. The subjects that they believed were better suited towards girls were languages, art and music whereas the boys were better at subjects such as sport and computing, the more hands on subjects. This is then discriminatory towards the girls as they may not get the opportunity to do certain sports such as football and rugby as they are seen as more physical sports. However, it is also discriminatory and gender stereotype towards boys as some boys might prefer art to sport, yet that may be seen as a girl’s subject and may not even get the opportunity to do it. 
Another reason that learners may not be able to fulfil their full potential in education is due to the fact that they are getting discriminated against due to their gender as they may not identify as either male or female, and a quote from Bartlett and Burton (2016) is that “each school has its own gender regime,” which could imply that in school every individual is addressed as boys and girls, which to someone who does not identify as either male or female may feel excluded and not a part of the learning environment. The individual may then feel excluded and not a part of the class may lead to them not making the most of their educational opportunity, which has a knock-on effect of them succeeding or not and making the most of their education. 

Another discriminatory factor that links in with the discrimination that could impact a learner’s ability to access education, is physical ability/ disability. According to Equality Human Rights website (2020), disability discrimination is when you are treated less favourably than others or “put at a disadvantage” due to your disability. In education, this could be when things are not put in place to help the individual access the education to their full potential. For example, if a learner is a wheelchair user and their learning environment such as a school, a college or a university do not have easy access arrangements such as a lift or ramps, then this individual will not be able to fully access the education establishment provided because they cannot easily access the learning area that provided. 
Another barrier someone with a physical disability could face is accessing transport arrangements to and from the learning environment, such as if there is a school bus or when relying on public transport, an individual in a wheelchair may not be able to gain easy access to this facility. This suggests that abled bodied learners have a greater advantage over those with a physical disability.

Another example of those who are sometimes discriminated against are marginalised groups of people within society. Many of which are vulnerable groups of people, which are often excluded this is known as social exclusion. There are a number of marginalised groups within society that include those who are homeless, gypsies and travellers. 
There are two types of gypsies, Roman Gypsies and Welsh Gypsies. Gypsies are often discriminated against as they are often stereotyped and have a reputation for themselves. Many Gypsy families may not get the best access to education for a number of reasons. For example, according to the Hopegood from the Mirror Newspaper (2017), gypsy girls “leave school at the age of 11 to stay at home and clean.” This is because they see cleaning as a “daily routine for the girls,” as they take huge pride in their caravan homes. Gypsy families believe if their caravans are untidy it will ruin their “reputation.” Gypsies and Travellers tend to leave school at an early age for other reasons such as being bullied by their peers and due to family commitments.
These are some examples of influencing factors that may prevent these groups from taking full advantage of the Education system. 
According to the Anti Bullying Alliance (2020), many learners from marginalised groups often “achieve lower grades than other children.” In addition, they may be unable to afford the basic needs for school such as a school uniform, equipment. In addition, their home environments may not always provide them with a quiet space for their continued studies, this may impact on their ability to achieve and succeed as well as others. Due to all of these factors, they may become excluded from the community, but also excluded in the school / learning environment due to their background. 

Another example, that may affect a learner’s ability to access education, is Social Class that interlinks with Marginalised Groups, as often this may cause certain groups to be excluded. The Oxford Dictionary (1929) states that exclusion means “excluding” someone, or “shutting them out.” There are a number of reasons that someone might be excluded from accessing education, such as their social class and their socio-economic status. According to the online dictionary (2018), the definition of social class is “a broad group in society having common economic, cultural, or political status,” which in simple terms means your position in society based on a number of things such as your wealth, your education, your situation and your career. 

People are born into a social class; however, this class can change. There are 3 main social classes which are lower class, middle class and upper class. Linking classes with education, an article by Raths (1954), states that those in the upper classes seem to get all the “rewards,” whereas the punishments tend to go to those at the “other end of the scale,” which is the working/ lower class. This could imply that those from a lower class do not necessarily do as well in education than those of the upper class. This could be down to a number of reasons, one being that the children of the upper classes may be able to get extra tuition or access to a private education, ensuring they have all opportunities which could enable them to do well. This is defined as “rewards”: whereas it could be implied that those from lower classes may not have the same financial opportunities to access this support. This in turn could cause them to become disruptive, which would equal “punishment”.
Learners from a Lower-Class background may struggle to access education for reason of poverty. Having a lack of money may impact on a learner’s ability to access education as they may not be able to afford school uniform, basic educational equipment such as PE kits, books and pens. This would then interlink an individual’s social class due to living in a poverty in a deprived area. 

Where you live can often be a tremendous influence on your ability to succeed in your education and learning. The research demonstrates this is directly linked to Poverty and one’s Social status. Living in poverty could affect a learner’s ability to access education. According to the Oxford Dictionary (2020), poverty means “the state of being poor.” This could mean you don’t have a lot of money, or that you live in an area of poverty. There are two types of Poverty according to Habitat for Humanity (2017), which are: Absolute Poverty and Relative Poverty.  Absolute Poverty is when “a household income is below a certain level,” this means they cannot obtain basic needs of life such as food, water shelter and access to an education. Whereas, Relative Poverty means “is when the household receives 50% less than the average household income,” however they do have access to money just very little.

Poverty affects a learner’s ability to access education in a number of ways, for example; if you live in poverty you may not have a lot of money to afford basic needs for school, such as a uniform, school meals and access to books. 
An article from Connell (1994), states that children from poor families are generally the “least successful” and the “hardest to teach.” This could be due to the issues previously mentioned such as the fact that they may not have a quiet place at home to work, or even someone to help them with their work, which could mean that they fail and struggle in school. 
A knock-on effect could be that for some children if they don’t understand the work, they may be disruptive and play up and be hard to teach. Connell (1994) also states that today’s school systems do generally tend to “fail children in poverty.” This then implies that schools generally are not equipped to deal with these children, which means that as an impact these children struggle to access education. An additional point is according to Joseph Roundtree Foundation (2007), is that children from poverty homes have less experiences, which may make them feel like they have a “lack of control over their learning,” which links with “out-of-school activities” that the children from poverty backgrounds may lack in, which may lead them to lacking self-confidence. Poverty is one key social element that will affects a learner’s ability to access education.  

In conclusion, the research confirms that there are numerous key social elements that can impact a leaners ability to access education. Many influences are now protected in law and since the introduction of the Equality Act 2010 this goes someway to ensuring individuals are treated fairly and equally in society in general. This also must be considered in all learning environments. Society still needs to continue to work towards providing an equal education system for all social classes and ensuring that discrimination is addressed and avoided. 
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