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Introduction 
What is bridging?

Bridging is a key part of the APLP model for transforming practice and takes place at carefully chosen points in the timetable. The model has been co-constructed with colleagues from Lead Schools. 

Bridging is one way of linking theory and practice. It involves the student-teacher, practicing teacher and University Tutor (Curriculum/Professional) in three phases of practice, each one followed by a period of reflection and revision.  
This process is shown in the following diagram:  
[image: image4.png]IYP





These phases can be adapted for different contexts, but broadly involve:

· Meet the ideas either in the university, school or the community and plan for testing;

+ Think research – what has been written about this area?
· Test the ideas in the classroom;

+ Think reflect – what was learnt about the strengths and challenges of the test phase?
· Share the ideas in a professional context with peers and the teaching practice community;

+ Think evaluate – how will personal practice be transformed for the better?
As student-teachers engage with this cyclical process and are supported in setting personal targets for development, their practice of teaching and learning is transformed and they are encouraged to become enquiring contributors of the teaching profession.
When student-teachers work within a school, they are always under the supervision of a class teacher. As part of their experiences, the student-teachers will be required to evaluate classroom practice, which may take the form of a written evaluation or assessment of children's work, and may also involve asking staff and children about thir views. These activities do not differ from usual classroom practice.
What makes successful bridging?
Listed below are some key points related to successful bridging: 
	Meet (University)
	Test (School)
	Share (University)

	Strong theoretical input that can be applied to different contexts e.g. classroom management or assessment for learning;
Clear and manageable pieces of reading;

Being responsive to ‘hot topics’ that have been identified during Professional Teaching Experience.
Clarity of expectation for the test and sharing phases.


	Support from Class/Subject

Mentor in testing/experimenting with ideas;

Opportunities to see experienced teachers modelling idea to be tested;

Supported discussions by Class/Subject Mentor in reflecting and refining testing phase;

Link to existing action plans and practice – needs to support PTE, rather than being an add-on.
	Clarity of expectation – what is

expected in the sharing session?

Open to critique – more than just reporting but engagement in critical thinking and shared reflection;

Discussion supported by teacher educators – an expert voice in the role of discussant;

Clear target-setting for personal practice – feeding forward;

Feedback to Class/Subject Mentor.


Clarification of Roles in Bridging

In the true spirit of the Partnership, bridging is co-constructed and co-delivered. Materials and guidance will be sent to Lead Schools, however, each Lead School will consider its own context when deciding how best to deliver the sessions. It is for this reason, that it is vital for school and university staff to liaise in order to ensure the sessions are effectively co-planned and co-delivered. The roles of the key stakeholders in bridging are outlined below:

Network Lead

· Read guidance for each bridge and suggested readings sent by university.

· Consider how the Lead School’s context best demonstrates the focus of each bridge.

· Liaise with Curriculum Tutor at least two weeks in advance to co-construct the sessions.

· Organise the practical arrangements for the sessions based in the Lead School (rooms, timetable, availability of relevant staff etc).

· Contact student-teachers to give them arrival times, parking information and food arrangements.

· Co-deliver the “meet day” with the Curriculum Tutor (if held at Lead School).

· Attend university held “meet” sessions (optional).

· Ensure that student-teachers have clarity of the expectations of the “test phase” and “share day”.

· Together with the Curriculum Tutor, act in the role of discussant during the “share day” to:

· develop the student teachers’ critical thinking and reflection; 

· guide their thinking in terms of reimagining what they have learnt for their own context;

· ensure that each student-teacher has articulated a personal target from the session.

· Allocate time during the “share day” for student-teachers to up-date the relevant sections of their PLP. Where time does not allow, direct students to do so within 48 hours.

· Contact Professional Tutor with any issues relating to student-teachers’ lack of engagement/professionalism.

Curriculum Tutor

· Read guidance for each bridge and suggested readings.

· Liaise with Network Lead at least two weeks in advance to co-construct the sessions.

· Co-deliver the “meet day” with the Network Lead (if held at Lead School).

· Inform Network Leads when university-based “meet” sessions are being held so that they can attend if they wish.

· Ensure that student-teachers have clarity of the expectations of the “test phase” and “share day”.

· Together with the Network Lead, act in the role of discussant during the “share day” to:

· develop the student teachers’ critical thinking and reflection; 

· guide their thinking in terms of reimagining what they have learnt in their own context;

· ensure that each student-teacher has articulated a personal target from the session.

Professional Tutor

· Add a layer of quality assurance by attending bridging sessions across their Lead Schools.
· Provide cover for the Curriculum Tutor if they have teaching commitments or are absent.
· Where more than one Curriculum Tutor is not available for a given bridging activity within their networks, to arrange for another university-based colleague to attend.
Student Teachers

· Engage with pre-readings.

· Arrive punctually to Lead School for bridging sessions.

· Be professionally attired.

· Conduct themselves in a professional manner at all times.

· Engage with Lead School and university bridging sessions.

· Complete STEER documentation.

· Brief the Class/Subject Mentor in the placement school on the “Test Phase” expectations.

· Engage with the “Test Phase” at their placement schools.

· Share their ideas, experiences and reflections from the “test phase” with their peers, the Network Lead and the Curriculum Tutor in the “share day”.

· Be open to critique to develop critical thinking and reflection.

· Set a personal target from the bridge to further develop their own practice.

· Complete the relevant section of the PLP within 48 hours of “share day”. This must include Tab 4 (Research) but may also provide assets for Tab 7 (Standards).

Class/Subject Mentors in Placement Schools

· Arrange meeting time with student within 48 hours of “meet phase” to discuss “test phase” expectations.

· Support student-teacher in testing the ideas introduced during the “meet phase”.

· Where appropriate, arrange meetings for the student-teacher with key stakeholders to deepen their understanding of the bridge focus within the context of the Placement School.

· Meet with the student-teacher to discuss their findings and support their reflections.

· Ensure that the focus of the bridge is linked to targets set in the student-teacher’s Learning Journal.

· Review PLP updates in PLP during the End of Week Review

How do the Yr 1 bridging TEST days support the learning taking place within the university?

At the university, the student teachers will MEET the theoretical content of the module ECAD4013 – Cycle 1 Core Studies:

Learners, schools and communities:  where am I teaching? The overall aim of the module is to provide students with a variety of experiences that will allow them to engage with the knowledge and understanding of how the environments in which a child is placed influences his or her development. The focus is on Foundation Learning.
Throughout the module students discover the background, theoretical thinking and research that underpin the way in which schools work with children, their parents and /or carers, and communities to support a child’s development and learning.

The module also identifies effective approaches for meeting the diverse needs of all learners and how all of this relates to the role of the professional teacher. 

How many bridging TEST days are there connected to the module ECAD4013 – Cycle 1 Core Studies: Learners, schools and communities:  where am I teaching?
There are two TEST days in schools associated with the module, each TEST day has a specific focus.
	TEST day 1 
	8.11.23
	School’s physical environment

	TEST day 2
	22.11.23
	How the school works with parents and carers to support learners


Where do the SHARE days happen?  

Students return to the university to engage in critical thinking and shared reflection regarding the TEST experience. Here close connections are drawn to the MEET content from university and conclusions and actions are identified.

How does the bridging activity support the module assessment?  

By the end of the module, students will complete an assessment task. This will entail making a digital poster, entitled “Start at My Feet”, in which they will briefly outline how a school works with parents and the wider community. The poster should be followed by a commentary. In the commentary, students will explain how opportunities and challenges in a school’s community influence teaching, learning, and other aspects of the school, e.g., pupil well-being. They will demonstrate an understanding by referring to the ideas, concepts and literature from lectures and Bridging experiences.
Summary Table
	Yr 1 Bridge 1  Learners, schools and communities: where am I teaching?

	Cohort
	Meet
	Test
	Share
	Focus of TEST

	BA1
	University
	Lead School
	University
	School’s physical environment

	BA1
	University
	Lead School
	University
	How the school works with parents and carers to support learners


TEST DAY 1 GUIDANCE ‘The School’s Physical Environment’

 8th November 2023
It is important to note that this bridging activity is focused on Foundation Learning.
What will the students MEET in university before coming to the TEST day?

The students will MEET the following ideas before engaging in the TEST day:

· This module is about social justice;
· The education sytem in Wales has changed , particularly the curriculum and pedagogy;
· The learning environment can refer to an educational approach, context, or physical setting in which teaching and learning occur;

· Emotional development is about an individual's feelings for and about other people, objects, situations and experiences;

· Social development refers to the process by which a child learns to interact with others around them. As they develop and perceive their own individuality within their community, they also gain skills to communicate with other people and process their actions;

· Physical development involves developing control over the body, particularly muscles and physical coordination;

· Cognitive development means how children think, explore and figure things out. It is the development of knowledge, skills, problem solving and dispositions, which help children to think about and understand the world around them. Brain development is part of cognitive development;

· Well-being the state of being comfortable, healthy, or happy.

Linked reading activity:

Edu-quip (n.d.) Why is classroom design so important – and how can you make changes to yours?

https://www.edu-quip.co.uk/blog/why-is-classroom-design-so-important    [Accessed: 2.07.20]
IRIS Center (n.d.) What can teachers do to make the classroom environment conducive to children’s learning and development?

https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/env/cresource/q1/p02/     [Accessed: 2.07.20]

Lewis, A. (2016) Introduction to the foundation phase - early years curriculum in Wales, Bloomsbury Publishing Plc. (Chapter 4)

Scholastic 100 (n.d.) Classroom Organization: the Physical Environment 

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/classroom-organization-physical-environment/
[Accessed: 2.07.20]
What is the purpose of the ‘Physical Environment’ focus bridging activity?
By the end of the ‘physical environment’ TEST day, the students should have an understanding of what is in the physical environment and how it may impact on a child’s well-being and development in different ways within  Foundation Learning.  

TEST Day 1 in the Lead School  8.11.23
The plan is based on a whole day of activity – timings and content are suggestions and are flexible. 

	Time
	Activity
	Staff
	Notes/ suggestions for possible activities

	8.30am
	Arrival, registration, introductions
	Network Lead
	

	9.00am 
	Outlining the purpose, aims and outcomes of Yr 1 Bridging TEST day 1
	Network Lead 
	· Ensure students understand that by the end of the day they should have an understanding of the physical organization of the classroom and possibly beyond the classroom.

· Reiterate the importance of trying to make connections with the MEET (university) and what is observed/ discussed on the TEST day.

· Student-teachers will be expected to complete the Student -Teacher Enquiry Evidence Record (STEER booklet) that will contribute to their understanding of the physical environment.


	
	
	
	· Reminder of  the expectations required over all bridging activity with a focus on safeguarding, professional interactions with both staff and children and a non judgemental approach. 



	9.15am 
	The Foundation Learning Area
	Network Lead
	· During this time the students can be guided around the Foundation Learning  area. Their guide can draw their attention to and explain the rationale behind things like: 

· The overall layout of the area

· The way the space is used

· Some of the key features of the area 

· The exits and entrances ( for instance, are parents and carers able to come to an extrenal door?)

· Safety features

· Size of furniture

· Displays

· Resources

· Outdoor areas

· ..... and so on



	10.30am
	Break 
	
	

	10.45am
	Foundation Learning Classroom
	Class Teacher
	· Students to take a non-participant observation role to complete the Student- Teacher Enquiry Evidence Record (STEER) booklet provided by the university in the MEET session
· Students MAY focus on pages 3-5, however any sections can be completed at anytime at the discretion of the student. 



	12.00pm
	Lunch
	
	· Take pictures of environments/ resources/ displays.



	1.00pm 
	Foundation Learning Classroom: an  audit of the physical environment
	Class Teacher
	· Students complete the Student- Teacher Enquiry Evidence Record (STEER) booklet provided by the university in the MEET session
· Students MAY focus on page 6, however any sections can be completed at anytime at the discretion of the student.


	2.30pm- 3.00p.m.
	Plenary


	Network Lead 
	· Whole group to reflect upon how the physical environment impacts on the child’s well-being and 4 aspects of development. Peer collaboration to aid completion of the Student- Teacher Enquiry Evidence Record (STEER)  P. ready for the SHARE in University (14/11/22).


TEST DAY 2 GUIDANCE ‘How the school works with parentsand carers to support pupils’

22 November 2023
It is important to note that this bridging activity is focused on Foundation Learning
What will the students MEET in university before coming to the TEST day?

The students will MEET the following ideas before engaging in the TEST day:

· The concept of social justice
· An overview of the curriculum

· Ideas around effective learning

· The challenges we face in Wales in respect of poverty, the attainment gap and the Welsh language

· The diverse nature of communities in Wales

Linked reading activity:

Harris, A. & Goodall, J. (2007) Engaging Parents in Raising Achievement Do Parents Know They Matter? Department of Education: London

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/182508/DFE-RR156.pdf     [Accessed: 2.07.20]

Education Endowment Foundation (2020) Parental Engagement. Available at: https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/pdf/generate/?u=https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/pdf/toolkit/?id=139&t=Teaching%20and%20Learning%20Toolkit&e=139&s=   [Accessed: 2.07.20]

Estyn (2009). Good Practice in Parental Involvement in Primary Schools. Cardiff: Crown Copyright 

https://www.estyn.gov.wales/sites/www.estyn.gov.wales/files/documents/Good%20practice%20in%20parental%20involvement%20in%20primary%20schools%20-%20April%202009.pdf      [Accessed: 2.07.20]

Welsh Government (2016a) Theme 3: Welcoming families to engage with the school. Available at: https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-12/theme-3-welcoming-families-to-engage-with-the-school-resources-1-9.pdf [Accessed: 2.07.20]

Welsh Government (2016c) Theme 4: Helping families to actively support their child’s learning. Available at: https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-12/theme-4-helping-families-to-actively-support-their-child-s-learning-resources-1-5.pdf
 [Accessed: 2.07.20]

What is the purpose of the ‘Working with parents and carers to support lerners’ focus bridging activity?
By the end of the ‘Working with parents and carers to support learners’ TEST day, the students should have an understanding of some of the strategies, policies and approaches that  schools use to encourage parents and carers to be active partnerts in children’s learning and develop excellent  relationships with parents and carers of   Foundation Learning  pupils.
TEST Day 2 in the Lead School  22.11.23
The plan is based on a whole day of activity – timings and content are suggestions and are flexible. 

	Time
	Activity
	Staff
	Notes/ suggestions for possible activities

	8.30am
	Arrival, registration, introductions
	Network Lead
	

	9.00am 
	Outlining the purpose, aims and outcomes of Yr 1 Bridging TEST day 2
	Network Lead 
	· Ensure students understand that by the end of the day they should have an understanding of some of the strategies, policies and approaches that the school employs to enable and encourage parents and carers to support learners;

· Reiterate the importance of trying to make connections with the MEET (university) and what is observed/ discussed on the TEST day.

· Student-teachers will be expected to complete the Student -Teacher Enquiry Evidence Record (STEER booklet) that will contribute to their understanding of cognitive development.  


	
	
	
	· Reminder of  the expectations required over all bridging activity with a focus on safeguarding, professional interactions with both staff and children and a non judgemental approach. 

	9.15am 
	Working with parents, carers and the community to support learning: What are the school’s approaches?
	Network Lead
	· The school to provide student-teachers with information about its whole school approaches to working with parents, carers and the community. This might include reading any school policy relating to this aspect or listening to a talk from a member of staff responsible for working with parents, carers and the community;

· If appropriate, students may look at the school Estyn report and consider the comments regarding the way the school works with these groups. 

· At this point it would be beneficial if the students were to hear from the member of staff who is responsible for working with parents and carers before pupils come into school about how they work together to ensure a smooth transition into schoool.
· During this time students MAY complete page 2 of the Student- Teacher Enquiry Evidence Record (STEER) booklet provided by the university in the MEET session

	10.30am
	Break 
	
	

	10.45am
	How parents and carers can support:

· reading and other language development at Foundation Phase;

· mathematical development;

· other aspects of a child’s development.
	Class Teacher (s)
	· Students to listen to a member of staff explain about the school’s work. Students to ASK QUESTION and  complete the Student- Teacher Enquiry Evidence Record (STEER) document provided by the university in the MEET session
· Students MAY focus on pages 3-5, however any sections can be completed at anytime at the discretion of the student. 

	12.00pm
	Lunch
	
	

	1.00pm 
	How the community supports Foundation Learning learners
	
	· Students to find out from a member of staff about:

· how the school may use the local community / environment to facilitate learning (e.g., educational visits to local shops, parks,etc.), and/or 

· find out about how the school works with the community to support learners, and/or

· a community project.

· Students to complete the Student- Teacher Enquiry Evidence Record (STEER) booklet provided by the university in the MEET session 

· Students MAY focus on page 6, however any sections can be completed at anytime at the discretion of the student.

	2.30pm- 3.00p.m.
	Plenary


	Network Lead 
	· Whole group reflective discussion on positive observations and peer collaboration to aid completion of the Student- Teacher Enquiry Evidence Record (STEER) ready for the SHARE in University 
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