Dissertation Proposal
Questions to ask 
· Life prior to evacuation
· Why did they choose mid wales?
· What were the reasons for taking over land in rural wales?
· How did this impact the communities, their culture and heritage?
· How were they supported?
· Were there other areas in Wales affected by central government?
For my dissertation I hope to look in detail at the removal of local people from rural areas of mid-Wales. I will look at two case studies, the Elan Valley and the Mynydd Epynt. As I am doing joint honours I’d like to also focus on the heritage of these two events. 
Both areas had to be evacuated. The Elan Valley was evacuated and flooded to create dams, providing clean water to Birmingham in 1896. This went through parliament and had a lot of opposition. 
Capel Celyn was also flooded to provide water to Liverpool and the Wirral. This, together with the fact that the village was one of the last Welsh-only speaking communities, ensured that the proposals became deeply controversial. - https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/johs.12186

The Epynt was evacuated by the War office during World War 2. This area of land provided training grounds for the British Army and still does today. 
The approach I aim to adopt will be social and cultural history. I want to look at the effect the reclaiming of land had on communities across the two areas and what they lost from being forced to separate. I will be looking in depth at the reasons behind the government using vast areas of land in mid Wales. Also the way local people were removed, the time frame they were given and if they were compensated. 
I will analyse the two centres at the sites and see if they portray accurate representations of the removal of local people. 
Elan Valley
Primary sources 
Rhayader and District History Archives – I hope by gaining access to the archives will reveal the extent of the opposition and explain more about the lost community.
Eustance Tickell, The Vale of Nantgwilt - ASubmerged Valley, 1894 – this book was written at the time of the dams by Eustance Tickell, who was a civil engineer and was employed to supervise the Pen-Y-Carreg dam. This will give me an insight into the working conditions and the land before it got flooded.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Secondary sources
 The Elan Valley Visitor Centre – the visitor centre will provide a basic understanding of the construction of the dam, providing a timeline, the significance, the reasons for construction 
http://www.abandonedcommunities.co.uk/page34.html - this website focuses on remembering lost communities 
Professor Gary D. Holt – has studied in detail about the construction of the Elan Valley Dams and has published research papers regarding the construction 
Powys Digital History Project – this website provides helpful information regarding all aspects of the dams, including photographs and primary sources. http://history.powys.org.uk/history/rhayader/elanmenu.html

Building of the Elan Valley Dams – Rita Morton 

The Mynydd Epynt
Primary sources
Mansell Jones – family had lived on the epynt until they were forced to leave 
Elwyn Davies – lived on the Epynt until removed
Secondary sources
Herbert Hughes, An Uprooted Community: A History of Epynt, Gomer Press, 1998. – detailed book about how the epynt community was separated and the impact this had.
http://www.abandonedcommunities.co.uk/page45.html - website focused on communities which were split up, provides sources and material such as photographs.
The Epynt Visitor Centre – provide a basic understanding of the removal of local people from the area and celebrate the communities heritage
 


