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Poverty is a difficult concept and not simple to define. People do not agree what poverty is because they have different concept of the definition of poverty, academics also disagree on the concept of poverty. Many policy makers might argue that there is more than one definition of poverty in Britain, some might challenge poverty is a different area (Lister, 2004).
Lister’s definition of poverty is that there are too many disagreements about poverty, people need a discussion regarding what we mean of poverty. The definition of poverty must be considered in terms of the difference of being in poverty and not being in poverty, and to discover how to measure to find who are in poverty and who is not, individuals does not realise they are in poverty because the way they have been raised is normal for them, until they compare their lives to others (Lister, 2004). This concept of poverty is ‘in essence about the meaning of poverty – both to those who experience it and to different groups in society’ (Lister, 2004, p.4). Statistics can help policy makers achieve an understanding of poverty, how people are affected and what makes an individual classed as being in poverty. Due to the lack of evidence regarding poverty, goals were not being made in terms to understanding the definition of poverty.
Charles Booth was the first person to study poverty and introduced the ‘line of poverty’. Charles Booth undertook a survey of London in the 1880s that suggested that individuals who fell under the ‘line of poverty’ could not afford extra items, however, the individuals above the ‘line of poverty’ could. 
“ By the word poor I mean to describe those who have a fairly regular though bare income, such as 18 shillings per week for a moderate family, and by ‘very poor’ those who fall below this standard, whether from chronic irregularity of work, sickness or a large number of young children” (Booth talking to the Royal Statistical Society in 1887; quoted by Glennerster, 2004). 
The research concentrated in income and did not concentrate in health, housing and living conditions. Individuals who were below the ‘line of poverty’ were blamed by Booth for being below the ‘line of poverty’, because he considered them to be spending their money on materials that were not relevant such as drinking instead of saving their money (Booth 1897, pp.147-148). The problem with Booth’s approach was he only focused on income and did not broaden his research on housing, health and living conditions.
Rowntree (1901) also focused on poverty while broadening his research by not only focusing on income to discover if an individual were in poverty or not. Rowntree discovered ‘primary’ poverty and ‘secondary’ poverty, the definition of ‘primary’ poverty entails being in poverty after not being able to afford extra needs after paying bills, and the definition of ‘secondary’ poverty requires those who are able to afford extras after paying the bills but do not necessarily spend on needs, these include drinks, or a treat for themselves or family. Subsistence standards widened concept of poverty to include basic items including a radio, newspaper to meet the family’s needs into today’s society. Rowntree (1901) further developed that the underlying concept of poverty included ‘insufficient material resources to meets one’s needs. 
By 1965 Abel-Smith and Townsend discovered the National Assistance Rates as the poverty line that includes the welfare government will give you enough to live on but not to buy extra materials. The concept is how the individuals in families spend their money on extra materials and this will decide if they were in poverty or not. This was a more accurate way of living in a modern world. Further extended life ‘in poverty’ Hills and Alcock (2006) identifies the poverty definition as lack of research in resources. Niemietz (2011) extends his theory as ‘relative income measure’ it is not decided whether income is spent on needs for a basic standard of living. Niemietz (2011) continues to plead that if all household incomes were the same then poverty incomes will be decreased, however, does not argue that poverty includes purchasing materials.
Townsend (1979) discovered new resources to create a new definition of poverty. Poverty became more than only income; it became a standard of living. Poverty was decided on a wider conclusion, studying what your diet involves, what are the individuals spending their money on. The income a person would have left for their families, after spending, would depend on if they were in poverty or not. 
‘when they lack the resources to obtain the types of diet, participate in the activities and have the living conditions and amenities which are customary… in the societies in which they belong’ (Townsend, 1979). 
Townsend (1979) made a significant contribute to find definition of poverty, with poverty being a lack of resources but with more resources they developed it was more than that, it included a broader research such as diet, living conditions, and what the individual spent their income on.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition, the value of research in public service suggested that its thought to be looked at from different points of view (Townsend, 1979). Such individuals’ issues when in occurring time, can increase the risk of poverty. Further developed in later work poverty led to social deprivation, discrimination, lack of opportunities for education and employment, and isolation. Deprivation turns on the level of conditions or activities experienced, poverty on the incomes and other resources directly available (Townsend, 1987, pp. 139-140).
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[bookmark: _Hlk26824905][bookmark: _Hlk26824930][bookmark: _Hlk26824978]This is an investigation of the two generations between the baby boomers and the millennials focusing on how they relate to society in the contemporary world. The baby boomers are those of an older generation, born between 1945 – 1965, the millennials are the younger generation born between 1982- 2000 (Willets, 2010). Some argue that a common perception is that Millennials blame the Baby Boomers for the lack of housing and extortionate rents (Kynaston, 2009). Others suggest it is not that simple, the millennials are not blaming them as that would be too simple to do that. There are too many expectations to be able to afford a house because their parents were able to do so when they were younger. The baby boomers were privileged to live in a generation where affordable housing was offered through the council, however this came to an end after a decrease in re=housing tenants that needed it, houses were not being re-built to accommodate those waiting to be re-housed (Kynaston, 2009). Baby boomers believe the millennials to be privileged to have grown up in a world where equalities are praised and discrimination acted upon (Howe and Strauss, 2000). However, the millennials live in a world where there is insecure employment happens rather than when the baby bloomers worked (Howe and Strauss, 2000). Globally in 2008 people suffered from financial crisis due to insecure employment (Howe and Strauss, 2000). Therefore, there is a significant inequality between the two generations the baby boomers and millennials. 
[bookmark: _Hlk26815167]A study was carried out to focus on how big the inequality is between the millennials and baby boomers, ‘62 young people aged 18-35 years drawn from study one and 49 adults 45 years and over to provide for the baby boomers’ (Bessant et al, 2017:34). Studies show that the majority of the millennials lived with their parents, in a private rented sector, no one owned their home outright. However, most of the baby boomers, more than half, owned their own homes, but according to the table from the studies, more than three times of the baby boomers lived in a social rented sector over the Millennials.
[bookmark: _Hlk26825029]The study showed that the millennials face bigger challenges when trying to become a home owner due to insecurity in employment, prices in society and renting raising, making it merely impossible to raise money for a deposit to become a homeowner (Glaser and Strauss, 1967).
These inequalities should not be alienated as millennials today are pressured into living similar to how the baby boomers did, however, in today’s society this is simply impossible with job insecurities, renting and bills increasing (Woodman and Wyn, 2015). The youth face some barriers, but ‘conflict’ is misleading because they do not blame the parent’s generations it is more to do with successive government. 
[bookmark: _Hlk27036105]Both generations have comparisons but at the same time quite opposite in how they lived. They both compare in acting selfishly, the baby boomers believed they acted in the best interest of the youth, but in fact they destroyed the chance for the right to buy scheme affecting the millennials potentially to own their own home, and denying millennials the security. The Millennials ‘diverted the attention towards the Baby Boomers by placing blame to avoid the real issues with governments and neoliberal agendas which has affected policies and structural changes that have influenced the actions of Baby Boomers’ (Woodman and Wyn, 2015). 
[bookmark: _Hlk27036886]The study suggests that even if people are born in the same generations, they need to experience similar social conditions while they are young in order to make judgement on social living. The Millennials have been portrayed a difficulty with security in buying a home and in employability, when the Baby Boomers did not experience this and made an assumption that Millennials are being ‘lazy’ in not finding employment, when in reality the insecurity is the barrier (Bessant et al, 2017).
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