Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing.

The term ‘classical criminology’ means it “describes criminal behaviour as a free will choosing to commit a crime” (United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime , 2018). This represents the thinking process behind committing a crime and what actions they are going to take. The term ‘evidence-based policing’ means “the procedures used by police officers and criminologists to assess the evidence and comprehend how potential offenders make those judgements” (College of Policing , 2023). Within this essay I will talk about how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing. 

The classical criminology behind the offence of theft is that “the majority of criminals try to justify their actions before stealing” (Namath, 2013). This means that most thieves think about their actions before committing the offence and going to steal. Whereas “Younger thieves are more susceptible to peer or social pressure. Typically, they are from underprivileged or poorer neighbourhoods” (Namath, 2013). This means that younger criminals are being persuaded to do things by other people who also commit crimes on the other hand, “Most thieves are motivated by a desire for financial gain, such as money or luxury items” (Schwartz & kahan, 2018). In this regard they steal to gain items and money for themselves. In contrast to this “Some people steal to survive while they are experiencing financial difficulty” (Schwartz & kahan, 2018). Whereas these people steal to survive and get by daily due to their financial issues with the rising cost of living. In addition, this, another way in which people think about committing a crime would be by using a rational choice theory. This is when an offender is going “To make decisions about when, where, and how to commit a crime, a willing criminal will use bounded rational decision-making, according to Clarke and Cornish” (Lett, 2013). An example of this for theft would be when a criminal goes to spot the location they are going to steal in and they will look around for cctv or anything that may obstruct them from being able to carry out the crime. Also, “About the application of rational choice theory to the crime of theft. The principal rational choice viewpoint concentrates on the offender's decision-making. Its primary assumption is that criminal behaviour is intentional and intended to benefit the perpetrator in some way” (Felson, 1998). In regard to the prevention of crime “The 25 situational crime prevention approaches developed by Cornish and Clarke (2003) described several forms of interventions to lower crime. The 25 strategies were divided into five distinct categories: raising the bar in terms of effort, danger, rewards, provocations, and removal of justifications” (College of Policing, 2022). This shows that offenders are mostly out there to commit these types of crimes for a reward or some gain. Lastly another model that can be used would be routine activities theory. This is where “the routine activities theory emphasises that crime happens when three factors come together, according to Cohen and Felson (1979). They include a determined perpetrator, an appropriate victim, and the absence of an effective guardian. This theory also takes into account the victims' and the offender's regular activities” (Purpura, 2013). In relation to theft “This idea takes into account the victim's and the offender's regular activities. An offender might frequently walk through certain neighbourhoods seeking for houses that seem like easy options for burglaries or into commercial premises looking for opportunities for theft” (Purpura, 2013).    

There are much evidence-based policing techniques that can be used to establish the actions for theft. These include, “a hot spot strategy to boost protection in particular criminal hotspots which was founded by Braga Atal” (Police Foundation , 2015). This will deter criminals from thinking about committing a crime if they have the sense that they may get caught. Another way would be to “strengthen the relationships between companies and organisation within the area” (Police Foundation , 2015). This will make the offender think about stealing from the establishment as they have seen that they are engaging with the police, and they may feel they might get caught. Also, to try and work out how they are committing these crimes you would “improve the amount of CCTV within the area with enhanced cameras and display signage to wan offenders that they are being recorded and there are cameras throughout the area” (Police Foundation , 2015). This would stop any criminal within that area because they would not want to get caught as well as this, they wouldn’t want their identity to be released and for people to know who they are.  
Another policing strategy that could be used would be the ‘Triple t’ model which was founded by Larry Sherman. “This approach was created to target resources by concentrating on expected concentrations of crime and disorder, experimenting with different police tactics to determine which ones reduce harm the most, and monitoring the use and outcomes of those tactics” (University of Cambridge , 2013). This would deter criminals because they wouldn’t want the police to work out how they operate and how they get around and get away with committing these crimes as this would lead to them getting caught and having to go through the criminal justice system. Beyond randomised controlled trials, certain tasks are involved. They mandate that the police continually target their efforts, test their theories, and monitor their progress by producing and making use of empirical evidence. Also, using evidence necessitates a particular way of thinking. According to Kahneman and Tversky, thinking can be divided into two types: quick, automatic thinking (also known as System I) and deliberate, slow thinking (System II). The latter is required for evidence-based policing: slow System II thinking as opposed to quick System I am thinking. Lastly another policing model they could use would be the SARA approach. “The SARA model consists of four stages, which are as follows: scanning, which is the steps to identifying any crime or disorder problem that could occur. It would then analyse by getting information and intelligence to identify basic causes of potential problems, response which is the creation and actions of activities which are specifically designed to find out the causes of the problem that has been identified within the analysis phase and the response phase which is the last stage”.  (College of Policing , 2022).  For example, if there was active CCTV within the area it will deter criminals for actively trying to steal as they want to keep the identities a secret and don’t want to get caught. To know whether the reaction had the desired effect and to change the response as necessary. The only disadvantage to this would be that criminal can get use to where the cameras are and find alternative way to try and get around them without getting caught. 

There are many advantages and disadvantages to classical criminology regarding theft. Some advantages include, “It put an end to unfair sentences. This indicates that there was no established procedure or set of guidelines for determining guilt, and as a result, punishment was not laid out fairly” (Ether, 2020). This means that there are new laws which set out punishments for committing this offence and this is made clear and is consistent throughout. Another advantage would be that the “The consequences for stealing are now consistent and appropriate” (Ether, 2020). This means that there is consistent legislation in place regarding theft and how to prosecute for it. There are also many disadvantages to classical criminology such as “exaggerating the effect of fines on behaviour. Due to the relatively low likelihood of being apprehended, deterrence has little impact on criminals” This mean that most deterrence’s put into place do not affect modern day criminals as all the things implemented to try and deter criminals doesn’t always work on everyone.  Another disadvantage would be “The severity of the crime's punishment is not known to everyone”. (United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime , 2018). This means that not everyone is aware of the severity of stealing and what punishments are in pace if you are caught committing this offence. Lastly “Some thieves may not respond well to punishment or rehabilitative measures”. This means that not all offenders will take on board the rehabilitation they are given as once they leave and have done their sentence, they will go ack to committing the same offence.  

The offence of theft is a rational choice because “They seem to be influenced by perceived chances, the possibility of being arrested, and psychic benefits. especially being thought to as "cool" by groups” (Perera, 2022).This shows that many individuals who commit theft chance the risk of getting arrested in order for them to look ‘cool’ within their groups and friendship groups. In addition to this offenders get a buzz off stealing and taking the risk of getting caught. In regard to crime within my area between 2022 and 2023 there were 386 thefts reported within the Swansea area (Police.uk , 2023). The reason behind this is because there are many suitable targets within this area as it’s a well populated area with a lot of footfall and people would be able to blend in within the public whilst doing their actions. Another reason is because there is a lack of surveillance within the area which allows offenders to get away with these offences as there isn’t any hard evidence to prove that they committed the offence.  This will link back to routine activities theory where the criminals scope out their targets which are easy targets, and they will go and commit the offence as they need to be sire that they are not going to get caught and ensure they have all the information they need before putting themselves in the area with the chance of getting caught. 

In conclusion classical criminology is used to try and predict how criminal operate and how to tackle it. Without this in place police forces wouldn’t know how offenders are committing these offences whilst also not knowing how to try and deal with it and try to deter them from committing this crime. For the offence of theft hot spot is the best approach as it stop criminals for actively being able to operate and deter them from committing offences within the area. This will also give police officer the chance to try and catch the offender committing the offence and be able to help to produce a prosecution to try and get the offenders on rehabilitation courses. It also tightens the protection within the area by having more areas covered and possibly having more security measures in place. In addition to this evidence-based policing would be the best approach to try and prevent these types of crime form going on in the area. 










     

