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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Drugs reform: The consideration to decriminalise recreational drugs in the UK

INTRODUCTION:


The question this study aims to answer is whether it is still the best or correct option to criminalise recreational drugs in the UK. The consideration of drugs laws has re-assessed and reformed in other countries in recent decades.

Transform (2021) notes Portugal’s influence; Portugal was neither the first or last country to decriminalise some or all drugs. However, it is one of the most well-known and influential. The Portuguese model, for example, had a direct influence on the 2020 decriminalisation bill passed in Oregon, as well as proposed decriminalisation in Norway.

Other countries, such as Australia have made plans new laws that gravitate more towards regulating drugs and rehabbing users, rather than criminalising them. Alcohol and drug foundation (2023) notes that the plan is that instead of being charged, someone with a small amount of drugs may receive a fine, or referral to a health/treatment service.  

However, the UK have taken the opposite approach with its recently legislation and policies, promising to crack down on cocaine use. Grierson (2021) outlined how a 10-year plan by the government will made middle-class drug users a particular focus of the government's employment of harsh punishment from the time of the war on drugs.

Furthermore, Franks (2023) has detailed that laughing gas is set to be banned as part of a government crackdown on anti-social behaviour.


Criminalisation of drugs has a wide-ranging impact. It has an enormous cost to taxpayer. HM Government (2022) estimates drug misuse costs society nearly £200 billion a year.  

 
Furthermore, the gangs who distribute drugs have started to exploit children and vulnerable people. NCA (n.d.) describes how ‘County Lines’ is practise of moving illicit drugs across police and local authority lines, mainly using minors or other vulnerable individuals who have been forced into it by gangs.

Not to mention the vast amount of police and court time spent enforcing the laws. 

The UK Government have recently admitted that the old way of doing things is not working (HM Government, 2022), yet have not consideration the alternative options of other countries. 

Given that other countries have chosen to take a different path to tackle drug use, this essay will consider whether the UK is right to double down on its approach. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

Analyse statistics and research in the subject area of the decriminalisation of recreational drugs in the UK

Explore if criminalisation is still the best option, or if it is time to reform decriminalised model, focused on regulation that treats drug misuse as a public health problem.  



	LITERATURE REVIEW:


This essay will consider literature from government research and reports, articles from journalist as well as public surveys and commentary by police and health experts. 

The state of current research and debate is levelled towards if its time to consider a change to drug law and policy in the UK. 

Current research is considering the impact of current law on drug usage and its social, economic and health impacts.   

At present, research is investigating the law changes in other countries and the effect it has had on drug related deaths and addiction in those areas, compared to the current statistics on that in the UK. 


	


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

This essay will request participation from current Police officers via a questionnaire for their suggestions about drug law reform. 

Police officers are the people who see the effects of drugs from users and addicts, and enforce laws in relation to possession and supply every day. Therefore, their opinion on reform would be of particular importance. 

The use of an electronic web-based survey method will aid in the collection of a reliable data that is anticipated to assist in addressing the research issue.  

Participants will be sent an information sheet and consent form giving full details of the dissertation question.  



	ETHICAL ISSUES:


The consent of participants obtained will be obtain prior to taking part in the survey and it will be voluntary. 

Confidentiality of the participants and the research data will be ensured. 

Any deception or exaggeration about the aims and objectives of the research will be avoided.

The research will be carried out with honesty and transparency.

Any misleading information or representation of any bias must be avoided.

No one will come to harm or embarrassment.  




	TIME SCALE:

This dissertation will take 7 months to complete. 
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