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Section 4 Public Order Act Role play
(Scenario 7 – KINGSWAY SHOPPING CENTRE)

SCENARIO REQUIREMENTS

· Two role actors, appropriately dressed – (as instructed by course trainers). One will play the doorman at the ‘HORSE and HOUND’ public house, one will play the person being arrested for S4 POA.
· Two officers appropriately dressed – ( as instructed by course trainers)
· Control room operator.
· Assessor to be in full possession of relevant definition regarding the offence being assessed as well as the relevant assessment criteria sheet that must be completed by the assessor during the observations.


SAFETY REMINDER

· Safe working environment, risk assessment to be completed of the venue.
· Assessor to have given full briefing to Role actor/s and Officers/s being assessed prior to the role play.
· If officer is to detain / arrest role actor then this will be done by the office taking hold of the role actors arm and informing them that they are being detained / arrested.
· No handcuffs are to be used, if the officer wishes to use handcuffs then they should inform the subject that they are handcuffed. Subject should place hands to the rear when informed.
· No actual UDT strikes are to be used.
· Students to be mindful of same gender searches.
· If there are any safety issues identified then the identifying officer should immediately call “CHECKMATE” to the role play and report their findings to the Assessor.
If there are no safety issues the role play will run its course and the assessor will call “END EX” once they are happy the role play has concluded.





TRAINER BRIEFING TO STUDENT(S)
You are mobile patrol at the KINGSWAY SHOPPING CENTRE. You are approaching the entrance to the ‘HORSE and HOUND’ public house where your attention is drawn to a male/female (role player), who is adopting an aggressive stance to a doormen stood outside the public house. 
You see the male /female clenching their fists whilst in an aggressive stance and you hear the person say;
“YOU’RE GOING TO GET SOME, YOU’RE DEAD”
You deal with the situation appropriately.
The time and day are current to the scenario.



The following details can be passed on to the student if they ask for further information-

· PNC shows that the male/female has previous convictions for common assault.
· There is another officer in close proximity.
· If you require any radio checks and have a radio available, use your radio to gather any further information required, the course trainer will designate someone to act as the controller.
· There is transport (theoretically).
· Deal with the incident as you see fit.
· Consider the following-

1) Officer Safety
2) Communication Skills
3) Relevant Offences
4) Legislation
5) NDM




TRAINER BRIEFING TO ROLE ACTOR/S

Male/female Role Actor/offender.
You have previous convictions for assault, you were ejected from the ‘HORSE and HOUND’ the previous night and the door staff who ejected you is now stood outside the pub on duty.

You walk up to the door staff and take an aggressive stance, clench your fists and tell them that they are going to get some.
This is done within the sight and hearing of a police officer.
The police officer approached you and arrests you for Section 4 of the Public Order Act.




Male/Female Role Player – Door staff. 
You are on duty stood outside the ‘HORSE and HOUND’ public house where you work. A male/female that you ejected from the pub the previous evening approaches you and stands in an aggressive manner, clenches their fists and tells you that you are going to get some you are dead.
The police are in attendance and they arrest the male for Section 4 P.O.A.
The police officer should ask for your details and a short description of what has happened.







Overall outcome of the scenario
· The suspect will be arrested for Section 4 of Public Order Act.
· The suspect should be informed that they will be conveyed to the custody unit.
· The door staff should be spoken with and arrangements made for a statement to be made.
· NDM should be followed.
· Police personal procedures, radio procedures and recording of the incident in the EPNB should be carried out in line with force policy.



















Scenario 7 Section 4 Public Order Act Role Play

Role Actors Script for the offender

You have previous convictions for assault, you were ejected from the ‘HORSE and HOUND’ the previous night and the door staff who ejected you is now stood outside the pub on duty.

You walk up to the door staff and take an aggressive stance, clench your fists and say;
“YOU’RE GOING TO GET SOME, YOU’RE DEAD”
This is done within the sight and hearing of a police officer.
The police officer approached you and arrests you for Section 4 of the Public Order Act.
Upon arrest you say;
“YOU ARE HAVING A LAUGH OFFICER, I HAVEN’T DONE ANYTHING WRONG”



Please follow the above script to ensure fairness to all candidates.








Scenario 7 Section 4 Public Order Act Role Play

Role actors script for the door staff

You are on duty stood outside the ‘HORSE and HOUND’ public house where you work. A male/female that you ejected from the pub the previous evening approaches you and stands in an aggressive manner, clenches their fists and tells you that you are going to get some you are dead.
The police are in attendance and they arrest the male for Section 4 P.O.A.
The police officer should ask for your details and a short description of what has happened.
When the police officer speaks to you, you will say;
“THAT IDIOT WAS EJECTED FROM THE PUB LAST NIGHT”

The role actor to provide their own details.
PNC result will be negative.







Please follow the above script to ensure fairness to all candidates.
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Section 4 of the Public Order Act 1986 creates the offence of causing fear or provocation of violence, often known as 'threatening behaviour'.

4(1) A person is guilty of an offence if he -
(a) uses towards another person threatening, abusive or insulting words or behaviour, or
(b) distributes or displays to another person any writing, sign or other visible representation which is threatening, abusive or insulting,
With intent to cause that person to believe that immediate unlawful violence will be used against him or another by any person, or to provoke the immediate use of unlawful violence by that person or another, or whereby that person is likely to believe that such violence will be used or it is likely that such violence will be provoked. 
4(2) An offence under this section may be committed in a public or a private place, except that no offence is committed where the words or behaviour are used, or the writing, sign or other visible representation is distributed or displayed, by a person inside a dwelling and the other person is also inside that or another dwelling.
4(3) repealed
4(4) penalty only - see below
Notes
(i) Section 6 of the Act deals with the mental elements required to commit this offence and also provides for where the suspect is intoxicated.
(ii) "Threatening" includes verbal and physical threats, and also violent conduct; "abusive" means using degrading or reviling language; "insulting" has been held to mean scorning, especially if insolent or contemptuous. It does not mean behaviour which might give rise to irritation or resentment (e.g. running onto a tennis court at Wimbledon blowing a whistle and stopping the game - Brutus v Cozens 1972).
(iII) If an offence under this section is racially or religiously aggravated, you should consider the more serious version of this offence under section 31 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998.
(iv) It is not bad for duplicity if the three alternatives 'threatening, abusive or insulting', are charged though all three need not be present. 
(v) There is a power of entry to premises under section 17 of PACE in order to arrest persons for an offence under this section (This offence can be committed in a private place). 
(vi) When a charge of 'threatening behaviour' under this section of the Act has been brought, the person who has been provoked or put in fear must be identified and this point proved. The 'other person' may be a police officer, but the fact that he was provoked or put in fear must be proved. It is likely that the court will look at the basic principles in DPP v Orum 1988 which was concerned with disorderly conduct under section 5. It is likely that the court will only decide that a police officer was put in fear or provoked if the actions of the defendant were more than the conduct which an officer could regularly expect in the course of his duty - e.g.: a drunk and incapable threatening to take a swipe may not be sufficient, but a drunken football yob (with others nearby) making threats towards a lone officer who becomes fearful for his safety should be sufficient.
(vii) The term 'distributes or displays' is not defined by the Act itself. The words should therefore be given their natural meaning as defined by the Oxford dictionary - distribute means spread or disperse; and display means a visual presentation, the action, or act of displaying or exhibiting to view or the presentation of printed matter in such a way as to make it visually prominent.
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