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Executive summary
The purpose of the report is to evaluate the reasons that people have for the return of the death penalty but also the reasons people are against the return of the death penalty, this report will be looking at both sides of the argument and evaluating without biasness but just looking at the facts and the opinions of the people who are making the statements and why they have those opinions. After looking at both sides and evaluating each of the arguments that people have it is clear that both sides arguments are very equal to each other and that the debate isn’t going to end anytime soon. 

Introduction
The death penalty is a very controversial topic to discuss and debate over as it is the act of purposely taking the life of someone who has committed a heinous crime such as murder, even though this topic is controversial it needs to be discussed and debated as even though the United Kingdom abolished it in 1965 there are still some political parties who want to bring it back. This debate isn’t just between the political parties like labour who is against the reintroduction and the conservatives who a majority of 58% want it to be brought back for certain crimes (Forrest, 2019) but also between the public as the death penalty would affect them more than it would the MPs so they have an opinion.  The views of whether the death penalty should be brought back are either swinging to the left where people don’t want it brought back or they swing to the right where they want the death penelaty to be brought back and there isn’t a middle ground as the topic is too controversial. Boths sides of the arguments about whether the death penalty should be reinstated need to be evaluated as some of the arguments that are put across don’t have any research to back them up. 

Main body
According to Hayes and reported by Lincolnshirelive and Express,(2018) the death penalty needs to be brought back to the United Kingdom as it would be a good sentence for people who have committed horrible crimes such as murder or terrorist attacks, Conservative MP John Hayes view of the return of the death penalty is an example of why people want it brought back to the UK as he feels that the punishment should match the crime so if someone murders another person then it is only fitting that they should get sentenced to death for it as it is only fair but he isn’t the only person who has this view as the main argument that people have for the reintroduction of the death penalty is that it will be an appropriate sentence to give someone for taking the life of another person which is to have their life taken away.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Another argument that people have for the reintroduction of the death penalty is that is cheaper than sentencing someone to life in prison, this argument is a really popular argument amongst people as it is costly to keep a person in jail for a year which is around £65,692 a year (ministry of justice report, 2016) and if someone is given life in prison because they committed murder which lasts their whole life (types of prison sentences, gov) then they could be in there for 20 years which would accumulate over a million pounds and that’s just for one person. Most people find this argument valid as they believe that if a person is sentenced to death then it will be cheaper as the taxpayers won’t have to spend the tax money accommodating them when they could be using the money for something else.
 
For every argument for the return of the death penalty there is an against argument one of the main arguments that is thrown around that opposes the return is that eventually an innocent person is going to get falsely accused and get sentenced to death, There is a great risk that if capital punishment is brought back innocent people would fall victim to it (Argar, 2018). This argument was brought to the table by Argar who opposed Hayes as he wanted the death penalty to be brought back for serious crimes. This argument is an important and one of the main arguments for people who are against the return of the death penalty. 

Amnesty International is one organization that fights against the use of the death penalty in many countries that have it but they also fight to make sure that it never returns to countries that got rid of it such as the United Kingdom Amnesty International points out that the death penalty breaks two fundamental human rights which are the right to life and the right to life free from torture or inhumane torture or punishment (Amnesty international, 2018), The European Commission on Human Rights set out 14 articles of human rights and two of them are that every human has the right to life and another one is that no one has the right to be tortured or to be treated inhumane, Amnesty International argues that the death penalty goes against these two fundamental human rights as first of all the death penalty takes away life and also that there are different types of death penalties that are inhumane. 

Conclusion
The debate of whether the death penalty should be reintroduced to the UK penal system is still going strong but after looking and evaluating some of the reasons for and against the reintroduction of the death penalty it shows that both sides of the arguments have points that are equally valid, the main argument that the people who want the death penalty brought back that is that it is a good and equal sentence for people who have committed terrible acts such as murder or an act of terrorism while the counter argument to that that people have is that it might be a fair sentence but at some point an innocent person will be falsely accused of committing a crime and will be sentenced to death which will be a huge miscarriage of justice. The report shows that the reasons for and against the death penalty being brought back are both equally good which is a problem as it means that the debate is still going to last quite a long time.   
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