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My dissertation will examine the impacts on communities of deindustrialisation and urban renewal/regeneration. I will particularly be looking at gender roles and gender identity, as this is something which often relates very closely to work. I will examine how the concept of gender has changed and is changing and how this relates to changing politico-economic structure.
Various theories can be incorporated into this topic – for example, Judith Butler’s theory of performativity, and Lesley Sharp’s conceptions about the commodification of the body.
I plan to conduct my fieldwork in Dublin, as this is an area where the nature and structure of work and, with it, broader society, is changing rapidly with a resultant mixing of industrial and post-industrial environments and social structures.
[bookmark: _GoBack]My fieldwork should mostly entail participant observation and ethnographic interviews. But I expect to also conduct research to supplement and contextualise my data.
