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A Critical Comparison of the Moon in three primary source documents.
The aim of this paper is to study the changing fashions in the historiography of astrology through a comparison in the treatment of the astrological use of the Moon from three different sources and historical time periods.    
Background
The sources chosen for this paper are Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos or Quadripartite, Being Four Books of the Influence of the Stars.  This is a newly translated version from the Greek Paraphrase of Proclus with a preface, explanatory notes and an appendix containing extracts from the Almagest of Ptolemy and the whole of his centiloquy, together with a short notice of Mr. Ranger’s Zodiacal Planisphere and an explanatory plate by J.M. Ashmand.  
Claudius Ptolemy (100 CE -170 CE) was an Egyptian astronomer, mathematician and geographer of Greek decent who lived in Alexandria. Nothing is known about Ptolemy’s life except was has been extracted from his writings.
  That being said he contributed to astronomy, mathematics, geography, musical theory and optics.    Nicholas Campion writes, ‘Ptolemy has a claim to being the most influential of classical astronomers on account of the respect with which his encyclopaedic work on mathematical astronomy, the Syntaxis, or Almagest, was held.’ 
  
Ptolemy’s accounting of the Moon will be compared to William Lilly and his accounting of the uses of the Moon in his book, Christian Astrology, (three volumes in one).  Lilly, a Renaissance English astrologer (1602 - 1681 CE) has been described as a famous astrologer of his times and self-proclaimed poet, who wrote mundane including almanacs, horary and natal astrology and is said to have foretold accurate victories of parliament.

The third astrological source work is by Alan Leo, (1860-1917), How to Judge a Nativity and Astrology for All. Alan Leo was born William Frederick Allan, a British author, publisher and Eastern Theosophist from Winchester England.  Leo was introduced to the Theosophical Society in 1889.  LeeAnn Curtis wrote, ‘It was at the Theosophical Society that Leo found his true calling; to use basic traditional astrological techniques to describe and predict the inner nature of the individual.  This included an analysis of behaviour, character, heredity, and personality.’
  Leo was considered a central influence for twentieth century astrology.  Working with theosophical ideas he steered away from predictive methods and focused on spiritual awareness.
  
Observations of these sources, they were working astrologers or astronomers and the work they compiled read as research oriented, to be used as informative source materials for other working astrologers in their horoscopic studies.  There were no footnotes and they did not include any source materials or attach bibliographies, although Lilly included a ‘Catalogue of Astrological Authors’ and the published dates of their works.
Introduction and Methodology
The methodology utilized in this paper s to compile a list of key descriptions and characteristics uses specifically of the Moon as each of the writers explore influences and astrological factors of their writing.  The aim is to compare and contrast these characterizations to determine how the nature of the Moon was utilized within the time periods of the authors selected.  
The Cosmos and Context of the Moon’s Importance
Although Ptolemy was concerned about the measurement of the celestial positions, Campions says that the measurement of the effect of the stars which encompassed the soul was an important part of his work and was one of the foundations of western astrology.
  That being said it is clear that both the mathematics or measurement of the star’s positions and the measurement off their effects were equally important.  Ptolemy states clearly in the Tetrabiblos that, ‘Knowledge may be acquired by astronomy to a certain extent.’
  This is an indication that there are further astronomy skills including mathematics needed in order to study the subject matter enclosed.   Before diving into the individual planetary influences, Ptolemy explains the basic structure of the world, describing it as divided into two parts, the elemental, which is subject to alteration and the aethereal which does not vary, this are the ten spheres beginning with the Moon and ending with Saturn which also encompasses the elemental .  He further describes the placements or order of the planets around the sphere of fire (God), which he says starts with the Moon. 
Lilly includes an overview of the seven planets but unlike Leo and Ptolemy he begins with Saturn and ends with the Moon in his planetary line-up.   He goes on to provide detailed information on the astrology of the Zodiacal signs, the relationship of the planets to each other, as well as astronomical tables and the daily motion of the planets so to enable the reader to erect an actual astrological chart.  As Lilly moves into the detailed analyses of the planets specifically the Moon, he details the cyclic movement, degrees and latitude.
Leo also begins his work with an overview of the Solar System, and unlike Ptolemy and Lily advises that one can work with astrology without a knowledge of astronomy. He does go on to describe the greater Universe then bringing the focus back down to our Solar system at which time he gives accolades to the various works of Astrologers and Astronomers of the past.  Leo taps into ancient sources by stating, ‘We cannot fully estimate what we owe to Pythagoras, who upheld the belief that the Sun was a rest at the centre of the Universe, and that the heavenly bodies all moved round that centre.’
  Similar to Lilly, he provides detailed information on the astronomical movement of the Moon and considers the movement of the Moon as the second of three important considerations in Astrology, ‘the Moon’s place in the zodiac each day.’
  
The Moon’s Gender and Influence on Nature
Ptolemy, Lilly and Leo all agree that the Moon is feminine in nature, nocturnal and moist or wet.  Ptolemy and Lilly agree that the Moon has considerable influence over nature.  Ptolemy describes the Moon’s ability to impact nature in the following passage.  ‘By the changes of her illumination, rivers swell and are reduced; and plants and animals are expanded or collapsed, if not entirely at least partially, as she waxes or wanes.’
  He also states that the direct influence over nature including the copulation of their herds and flocks, seeding and planting as being the astronomy of Sun and the Moon in the conjunction (New Moon), first and last quarter, and at her opposition (Full Moon).  Both Ptolemy and Lily agree that the moon has a cooling effect and influence over the wind.  In contrast Lily says that the Moon has influence over all beasts that live in water, including frogs, otters, ducks and geese, shellfish lobster and crab.  He also lists a variety of herbs and food types that fall under the Moon.  As a comparison to Ptolemy, Lily also connects the moon to places of water but does not go into the detail of the astronomical conditions or affects on planting or animal copulation.
Comparing this to Leo we also find he describes the Moon ruling the night and although the language differs the meaning is largely the same as he describes the Moon as the negative or receptive energy.

Influence of the Moon on the Personality or Individual
Ptolemy talks about utilizing the planetary influences for the individual, which he outlines in detail toward, ‘specifically the configurations of the Stars and the Moon toward the Sun,
 as providing prognostication concerning the destiny and disposition of an individual.  Nicholas Campion tells us, ‘Ptolemy provided a form of simple psychology in which the location of the Moon at one’s birth indicated a person’s physical and emotional drives.’
 
Lilly’s work differs in his approach to the descriptions of the Moon’s influence.  He goes into detail about the influence of the Moon on an individual’s nature but also describes the physical conditions including the organs or body parts associated with the Moon such as the left side, stones, bladder and belly to name a few.  Lily also portrays Lunar person as ‘a soft tender creature, a lover of home and searcher of novelties … easily frightened, however loving peace and to live free from the cares of this life.’
  Lily provides indications of what the Lunar individual might act like and gives a detailed list of the type of people he would put under this category such as Queens, ladies, women, common people, travellers, pilgrims, sailors, fisherman, also midwives, nurses, water-bearers to name a few.

In contrast Leo provides correlation to the body but it is slightly different from Lily, we are seeing a theosophical influence in his descriptions, ‘Whilst the Moon represents the brain, the senses, and the part of our nature which cognises and gains experiences from the physical and objective world.’ 
  On the physical level he correlates the Moon with the glandular structures and soft tissues, but also Leo also uses a more psychological approach when he states that, ‘we know that when the personality is strong, and the individuality weak, the lunar nature is in evidence.’
  Here he is referencing the difference between the Solar (Sun) influence and Lunar (Moon) influence by differentiation between the individuality (Sun) and the personality (Moon).  Similar to Ptolemy, Leo states that the Moon is one of the most important components of the delineation of the horoscope.  He also states the Moon is an intermediary between the Ego and the physical earth.  Leo takes it one step further as he further distinguishes the Moon in the following passage:

‘The Moon acts as the vehicle, or link of communication between the Sun and each living thing.  In Astrology the Moon is the representation of the Personality, the portion of the individual that is manifested during the one life period, and as such the Moon’s position and aspects become the most important when judging a nativity.’ 
  
Nature, Nurture or the Soul
Campion conveys that Ptolemy’s effects ‘might be felt in the natural world but also in the psychological, the realm of the soul,’
  and that Ptolemy’s psychological astrology could be further divided into contemplative, dedicated to peace and harmony and analytical, the usage of planetary motions to better understand the 
condition of the soul. Ptolemy clearly showing the influences from Plato and Aristotle bridging the technical tangible nature, body and the contemplative soul.  Which has a direct correlation with the time period, when the world was still close to the gods and the night sky.  
Lily has focused more on the practical nature and the Moon’s nurturing abilities, correlating the Moon with tangible material, such as nature and the body, it also reflects the nature of the seventeenth century in which he was practicing astrology where the church and law had a direct influence on the language of astrology.  
Leo edges further down the path of the correlation between the Moon and the soul and introduces karma again as a theosophical influence. We also see the modern influences of the nineteenth century and the general society concern with the quest for self-knowledge as he correlates the Moon directly with the of the soul of the individual.  Curtis says, ‘The horoscope according to Leo was a blue print of the soul’s journey, therefore it would show where the soul was free and where it was encumbered by karma.
  Leo correlated the Moon to a representation of the etheric double of the physical body, which he explains is a ‘counterpart of the body which is built up of the ethers of the physical plane.
  He further connects the Moon with channelling, mediumship and its ability to act as a receiver of telepathic information.  He also correlates the Moon with sleep and dreams, and goes on to say that the Moon is a channel for the inflowing vital currents related to the Sun.
Conclusions
The focus of this paper is on a critical analysis of the relationship between primary source texts, in a compare and contrast of the treatment of the astrological planet the Moon within three different time periods. All Three have clear definitions of the Moon in the horoscope and they have overlaps in their findings. All three sources agree with the nature of the Moon as a feminine, cold, moist.  Similar to Lily, Leo provides correspondences to the physical body, although they differ in what areas of the body is impacted.  Leo bridges traditional ways of Lily and back tracks to the condition of the soul that was a concern for Ptolemy.  We do see a contrast on how they used the Moon to determine physical characteristics, Lily connects each planet with physical characteristics, whereas Leo utilizes the zodiacal 
sign and planets associated with the Ascendant at the time of the individual’s birth.
  That being said they are not in complete agreement with one another with their definitions and approach to the Moon in astrology.  The impact of time period should not be overlooked as there is a direct correlation between the influence of each of the time periods on the description of the Moon in their work.  The three chosen primary source documents and astrologers/astronomers, Ptolemy’s with his Tetribiblios, Lily’s Christian Astrology, and Leo’s How to Judge a Nativity and Astrology for All, greatly contributed to astrology and influenced astrologers and astronomers for centuries past and what is yet to come. 
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