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Spartacus revolt in perspective: compare the reasons for the revolt, the membership of the ‘rebels’, their activities and their aims with the First and Second Servile Wars.

[bookmark: _Hlk529822507]Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk529191917]What- are you talking about? 
who- are you speaking of/culture/author etc; 
where- is this placed in the world and within a country or culture; 
when- in time is it/ past, present/future, etc.; 
How- will you address this topic/assignment; 
Why- is this a topic worth exploring and what are your hopes/ and how will you approach this piece.)

This essay will consider the similarities and differences between Spartacus’ revolt in Italy during 73-71 BCE, between Spartacus’ rebel army and the Romans, and the slave revolts of the first and second Servile wars in Sicily (135-132 BC, 104-101 BC) between the slaves and their masters, who were supported by Rome.  
It will compare the reasons for Spartacus’ revolt, who the ‘rebels’ were, how they acted out their revolt and what their aims were during the third Servile war, with the leaders, members, actions, and reasons for the similar revolts which occurred during the period of the first two Servile wars. This comparison will be explored through ancient sources and supported by modern scholarly debate (in-text references: author, year, page numbers) .

Main Body

Section 1: the intentions of the slaves
· Clear intentions for 1st and 2nd, more problematic for Spartacus
· First Slave War: revenge against masters due to unnecessary cruelty towards slaves 
· Third Slave War: again, main aim is unknown however it is generally agreed that Spartacus main aim for the majority of the war is to escape Italy and return to their homelands: Thrace, Gaul etc. towards the end of the war, it is believed that Spartacus’ aim was to abolish slavery. (Plutarch Crassus, Appian Civil War & Saullust Histories) 
· Diodorus siculus book 34 & 35 (34.2.10)
Unnecessary cruelty towards slaves 
· Peter Green - past and present
Agree with Diodorus – pg. 12
· Photius – Bibliotheka
Main source is Diodorus, therefore agrees with his account but retains source biasty

· Question of Freedom?
·  “Neither could really visualize a world without slaves, and the aim of the majority of the rebels was simply to cease being slaves.” (Baldwin, 1967) – refers to the aims of Eunus’ rebels and Spartacus’ rebels. 

· Question of escaping Roman rule?  Creating a ‘kingdom’
· Eunus – wanted to become King of Sicily: Evidence of such in Diodorus and archeological evidence – Coins (Morton,2008)
·  Second war -  wanted their rightful freedom and when denied revenge – towards end established a kingdom. 
· Spartacus didn’t want a kingdom despite his intentions being unclear. 
· Question of revenge against their masters
· Second Slave War: aims are more difficult to decipher due to constant change in leadership, however main cause is revenge due to being denied becoming freedmen despite a decree from the senate.  (Diodorus)
· Eunus and his rebellion can be considered as an act of revenge when looking at how they dealt with their own masters when they overthrew Enna. 
Section 2: the slave leaders
· Comparison between Eunus, Tryphon, Athenios, Spartacus, Crixus, Oenonimus, How are they being portrayed? By whom? And why? Role of characters in the ‘narrative’? Aims of Plutarch, Diodorus…?
· Baldwin compares spartacus and Eunus’ character/ decisions etc (Baldwin,1967- mentions Green’s reconstruction of Diodorus 34.)
· Eunus considered a bad king by Diodorus – (As king lives in luxury, not a military leader and is captured and imprisioned at the end of the war).
· Antiones is considered a better king than Eunus due to “dieing in battle” and the majority of his “rule” bring the countryside – according to Diodorus he resembled a spartan king. 
· Spartacus is difficult to compare to the others in this fashion due to him not being a king. He is described as humble, as he didn’t want to become a king nor did he make himself one, but unlike Eunus he didn’t appear to have much control over his men as shown by them separating under Oenimaus and crixus.  – 
· Nowhere is it mentioned that any of the rebellions wanted to abolish slavery until towards the end of Plutarch’s account in which he states that after Spartacus is unable to escape Italy, he decides to try and abolish slavery by attacking Rome. 
Section 3: movement of slave army vs. creating ‘capital cities’ 
· Spartacus – map in notes (Spartacus’ route according to Appian), kept moving and stayed in the countryside, and not in the villages they plundered. 
· Spartacus’ decision making might have been influenced by his training as a gladiator. Eunus was a trickster/magician and Antiones (second slave war) was an astronomer. 
· Eunus, localised – mainly enna but other places were also taken such asTauromenium. (Diodorus)  Enna was further fortified after capture.  
· Second slave War – 2 revolts in one uprising, taking part in different locations across Sicily., began the revolt similar to Spartacus by staying in the country at the beginning of the uprising but towards the end, was more like Eunus and fortified cities they took over.
· Learning curve can be seen throughout the three uprisings. – appear to learn from one another despite them not knowing of each other/ bear minimal knowledge. 

Section 4: Deaths
· Eunus – dishonourable death- captured and died in a jail cell
· Second War – Honorable death - Retreated and all committed suicide
· Spartacus – Honorable death – fought to the death/ died in battle
Conclusions…
· “…we know far less about Spartacus’ personality and ideals than those of the leaders of the First Sicilian War, and that, judging by our sources, his influence over his followers was very limited.” (Baldwin, 1967)
· When compared to the previous slave wars, Spartacus is considered to have been the best, despite some obvious difficulties such as food production which was solved in the second.
· When discussing leaders, Spartacus is considered the best, but when looking at the effectiveness of strategies, it is difficult to say which is more effective out the there as each have problems and strengths. 
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