Reading a story to children with a rationale and reflection
Task 1
There are many factors that I had to consider when deciding what book, I would read to get the most effective learning to take place. I am going to be reading to an audience that consists of five- and six-year olds so the story must be comprehendible for a child of that age. I have chosen to read ‘Tedi Twt yn y Siop’ because both the welsh language and images are child friendly and captivating, with bright colours which will help to keep the children engaged. The aim of this reading activity is to develop the children’s welsh vocabulary and listening skills. I plan to do this by asking relevant questions about the content of the story so that the children can demonstrate that they can talk for a ‘variety of purposes’ (Welsh Government, 2015) by answering questions and expressing their feelings through the medium of welsh. The children will be familiar with ‘Tedi Twt’ as they have previously read ‘Tedi Twt ar y FFerm’. They also participate in daily drills, asking and answering questions in welsh so they will also be familiar with a lot of the vocabulary and phrases in the book. My personal training target is to use more incidental welsh during class and group activities, so I am going to ensure I not only use welsh when reading the story but ask questions, give commands and praise children using welsh too. I have chosen to read the story on an iPad as I think it will provide more of an intimate learning experience for the children. My aim is to introduce a new sentence starter to develop the children’s vocabulary, the sentence I have chosen is ‘Dw ‘in hoffi bwyta/yfed”. This relates well to the topic of shop and gives the children the opportunity to discuss their likes and dislikes.
Task 2
https://youtu.be/yWvX1clc3Tw
Task 3
I enjoyed reading ‘Tedi Twt yn y Siop’ to a group of year 1 children as it not only developed their vocabulary but developed my ability to teach the welsh language as I had never taught it before. I had observed the class teacher reading a welsh story to the children prior to this activity which helped me gain ideas about what questions I could ask, it also helped me to assess what level of welsh the children were capable of using .Estyn(2013) found that, ‘in the majority of English-medium schools, most children make suitable progress in speaking and listening to Welsh in the Foundation Phase, and that children have a positive attitude towards learning Welsh’ which was apparent throughout the session as the children were keen to learn and use the welsh language. I thrived off this new experience and tried to make it as interactive as possible by asking a variety of questions to keep the children engaged. The children recognised ‘Tedi Twt’ and were enthusiastic to read another story as they were familiar with the main character. This made introducing the book easier as the children were curious to find out where Tedi Twt was going in that story.  Most children remained on task for most of the story however, I had to tell one child on a few occasions to stop standing up and shouting out which disrupted a small part of the reading session. All children met the learning objective and demonstrated that they could talk for a variety of purposes. I felt that the environment that I chose to read the story in enhanced the learning that took place as it was a calm and quiet space which is appropriate to read a story in and ideal to minimise any distractions. 
There are many elements of this learning experience that went well. I prepared myself significantly and practiced reading the book before I read to the children so that I could read it fluently and rehearse where and when to ask questions. I wanted to make the reading activity as interesting as possible so that the children would remain engaged, I did this by talking about the story as well as reading it and relating it back to the children and their personal likes and dislikes. I ensured that I asked a lot of questions in welsh to develop the children’s knowledge of the language. During the Foundation Phase, children should learn to use and communicate in Welsh to the best of their ability (Estyn,2008,p6). This reading activity allowed the children to practice their communication skills by using the welsh language to answer questions and recognise familiar words and phrases that were linked to the book.  They were able to practice their pronunciation and become familiar with a variety of sentence starters. I used repetition to reinforce the language to help the children remember how to say words or phrases that they were unfamiliar with.
I was disappointed with Jay’s behaviour whilst reading the story as he was being disruptive throughout the activity. As well as Jays behaviour in this scenario I am also disappointed with how I dealt with it. Reflecting on this experience, I think I should have been a lot more firm with him so that he would have listened better and been less of a distraction.Jay and Dylan preferred to talk to one another instead of participating with the rest of their group which made it difficult for me to continue with the story as I was losing their attention. I rectified this issue by asking them questions and got them involved which stopped them from talking to one another. If I was to do this again I would use behaviour strategies that I have witnessed the class teacher implementing like taking minutes off their golden time, to ensure that Jay and Dylan are listening instead of just telling them to stop as this didn’t prove effective in this scenario. I would also ensure that they were not sitting together as they are not capable of being sensible in one another’s presence.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In future teaching practice I will continue to use questioning to encourage children to understand and speak the welsh language. Professor Sioned Davies (2013) offers the view that ‘The future of Welsh and Welsh culture is wholly dependent on transmitting the language to our young people.’ I have witnessed the class teacher orchestrating a daily ‘Welsh Q&A’ to reinforce the welsh language which I thought was effective as the children were able to not only answer questions but ask them too. I will also use questioning to get every child involved in the discussion as I did during this reading activity. Sometimes children need to be prompted to answer questions as they do not have the confidence to voluntarily voice their thoughts. I will also continue to include the children as individuals when introducing new topics. I think relating the book back to the children and their personal likes and dislikes was an effective way of getting them engaged in discussion as every child was eager to express their opinions. They enjoyed listening to each other as well as talking about themselves. I praised the children through both the medium of Welsh and English which visibly built up their confidence when using the welsh language. Harry was able to relay a full sentence in welsh without being supported which was impressive, so I gave him a high five. Although this is a friendly approach the children seem to thrive off it and for me it has proven to be an effective behaviour technique, which I will continue to use. I will also use other behaviour techniques that I have seen during my experience in year one like, behaviour management rhymes and reward systems. Skinner (1938) demonstrated that positive reinforcement strengthens a behaviour by providing a consequence an individual deems rewarding. If a child knows that there will be a positive outcome for good behaviour, they are more likely to behave in that way.
Moving forward, I am going to ensure that I enforce negative reinforcement and punishment(skinner,1939) for more effective behaviour in the classroom. I have a gentle teaching approach however; I am aware that I must continue to develop the ability to be firm and assertive as well as building positive relationships with the children to gain their respect. If I was firmer with Jay during this activity by giving him a warning that he will miss some of his ‘golden time’ he might have listened sooner and been less of a distraction for the other children.  I will also continue to use the incidental welsh that I have retrieved from this teaching experience as it is beneficial for both the children and I to develop our welsh language. It is paramount that I continue to practice and enforce the welsh language as it is a necessity when teaching in Wales.
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