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[bookmark: _Toc68797590]Introduction
The theme associated with the paper is the skills associated with academics along with employability aspects. The purpose is to develop a practical portfolio for proper analysis of the existing skills in an individual along with the necessary ones that are needed to be developed in order to become employable and attend a good level of growth in terms of profession. It will help the students in figuring out appropriate strategies along with software skills to conduct their studies in an effective manner for higher education along with enabling them in taking proper responsibilities regarding their learning. It is expected that it will help the students in gaining confidence along with competence as employees of effective nature by means of developing a variety of skills associated with employability. Appropriate links with literature articles will be done for enhancing the credibility of the paper together with the application of a recognised model linked to reflection will be done. 
[bookmark: _Toc68797591]Kolb's Learning Cycle
The reflective model that will be implemented in order to develop this paper is the Kolb's learning cycle which is also regarded as the Kolb's reflective model. It is basically a learning cycle having the concept regarding the manner in which people acquire knowledge and learning directly from their experiences (Stice, 2017). By means of utilising this model, an individual can assess the skills present in him or her on the basis of experiences to figure out the strengths and weaknesses. Via conducting proper analysis, adequate measures are taken for the purpose of developing an action plan to cope with the weakness and focus on developing further skills in order to attend betterment associated with academics and employability in the future. This particular model comprises four different stages based on which the overall reflection gets developed. The initial stage corresponds to concrete learning where the experiences are described properly. The second stage is the reflective observation which corresponds to assessing the manner in which the experiences and activities my account list in terms of skills and competencies. The third stage is abstract conceptualization where proper conclusions are drawn regarding the strengths and weaknesses present in an individual. The final stage is active experimentation (Vince, 2018). In this contest, an action plan is developed for coping with the weaknesses through different measures for the betterment and helping an individual to progress for the future.
[bookmark: _Toc68797592]Application of Kolb’s Learning Cycle and reflection development
This section will present details regarding the application of the Kolb's Learning Cycle as per the experience acquired by me and then generating property valuation of the skills applied together with competencies by considering the four different stages of the cycle and developing future plans for coping with the identified weaknesses in a proper manner.
Concrete learning
The initial stage of the learning cycle corresponds to concrete learning. In this aspect, I have gone through several activities during my academic year which will be presented in proper detail in the following section. I had to deal with multiple numbers of projects and assignments during the entire year and had covered several lessons and modules for the purpose of acquiring knowledge. In this consideration management of time had been a crucial aspect because I had to cover a lot of things within a very short span of time. There are several subjects which I had to cover and therefore I had to make a proper schedule and organised myself to allow specific time slots for study each and every subject within a specific time period to cover the entire syllabus and all the assignments that I have to execute. 
The major parameter in the case of the assignments had been academic writing. In this respect, I had to sit for several open book tests and execute the assignments prior to the assigned deadlines for obtaining feedback and making the necessary modifications. I figured out that academic writing is very different in comparison to other forms of content writing. There are specific questions that I required to answer as per the syllabus which was not directly available on the internet or in my prescribed books. This is where I applied my own critical thinking ability to make use of the information available on the internet and other materials from the university library and module to answer the questions as per the necessity and specific to particular organisations in a case study format.
In order to execute the aspect of academic writing in a proper manner, elimination of plagiarism is a mandatory aspect that I have learnt from the university tutors. This is where I faced some difficulty to figure out the appropriate measures and actions that I require taking in order to avoid plagiarism in my content in academic writing for the assignments. Therefore, I figured out that paraphrasing is a fantastic method for reducing the amount of plagiarism in my content. I faced a good amount of difficulty in terms of paraphrasing the direct contents from the internet as they were pretty direct and it was really difficult to write those in a different manner. As a result, I could see that in my assignments a certain percentage of plagiarism had always been there and the tutor also gave comments on reducing it further.
Furthermore, I also got to know about the aspect of referencing and its importance in the case of academic writing while completing my assignments. I figured out the referencing please the key role in the context of generating authenticity and reliability of the content and information provided in my assignments. This is the reason why I had to learn the proper approach of including references by presenting the sources from which I had collected the information for developing the assignments and papers. This enhanced the credibility of the information and the different styles referencing both automatic and manual characteristics had been learnt by me during the course of the semester for executing my assignments in a proper manner. 
Reflective observation
This section will present a detailed description regarding the reflective observation corresponding to the required experience by me during the entire course. The initial parameter that I have covered during the experience is about managing time and organising my study plans for covering the entire semester and executing all the assignments in a proper manner together with the projects and presentations. In this aspect, I could figure out that I am in terms of time management as I do not know much detail application of several approaches associated with time management, therefore, I had developed a simple schedule and organised that for accomplishing my plan of study and executing all the assignments within the assigned deadline. However, I could figure out that I was lagging behind in several subjects because of improper management of time so I have to put extra effort on specific days before the examinations and on the last few days of the deadlines to execute my tasks without delays. But in this aspect, the problem that I had faced is in the context of time management is failure associated with meeting the deadlines of the assignments and had to take extensions as per necessity. Moreover, in terms of completing the entire syllabus, I had to skip several chapters due to inappropriate organisation and scheduling in my study plans. 
In addition to it, I had to learn the different aspects of academic writing in order to develop my assignments. In this context, the major difficulty that I had faced is making use of the secondary information available on the internet and in the module materials for developing the organisation oriented case study based assignments. Previously I had experience in writing normal contents where I could put the content available on the internet directly by only paraphrasing. But in the case of academic writing, I found it difficult to put the content directly and so had to modify it as per the requirements of the questions in the assignment briefs and guidelines. But with time I became confident in this matter and continuous improvement in my assignments can be seen in terms of the marks obtained as it got gradually increased as the semester progressed. 
However, I had faced an immense level of difficulty in removing plagiarism from the contents. Throughout my semester in the assignments, some percentage of plagiarism consistently existed which made me feel highly worried and I still feel under-confident in developing future assignments without plagiarism. The major reason behind the rise of this difficulty is about representing the contents available from the secondary sources in a different approach because I majorly found the contents on the internet and other secondary sources to be highly direct and pretty complex to present those in a different manner. Therefore, what I have written is that I will need to learn about the different techniques of paraphrasing in a better manner in order to avoid plagiarism in my future assignments. However, I am not that much clear about the basic steps that need to be taken in order to paraphrase the direct content in such a manner that no plagiarism would turn up. I had even tried using the different tools available on the internet for responding to paraphrasing. But rarely were of any help in the long run. 
The final topic that I will like to present in further detail is referencing. Referencing is a necessary practice for developing assignments by considering secondary information from multiple sources. Initially, I had faced difficulties in figuring out the manner in which automated and manual referencing is done and how they get in-texted within the contents by following specific formats and styles. But with proper practice in the form of developing multiple assignments, I have acquired the required confidence of doing the differences and presenting those in a list format and in texting in appropriate positions. 
Abstract conceptualization
On the basis of the analysis conducted in the previous two stages of the cycle, I can definitely say that I am average in terms of time management along with the skills of organising the study plans. This is the reason why I would have to consider appropriate measures for coping with this difficulty in the future. This would help me in avoiding the possibility of missing the deadlines and completing the syllabus within the allotted time. In the context of academic writing, I have gained confidence on a gradual basis with the practice of developing assignments white a few throughout the semester and the module program. Concentrating on the aspect of paraphrasing, I can state that I am really weak in this matter and therefore a consistent percentage of plagiarism has always existed in my assignments and for which I have received multiple comments from the tutors. This is a mandatory area on which I will require working hard by means of adequate measures in order to learn the procedure of paraphrasing in a proper manner and avoid generating plagiarism within the content of my assignments. I have figured out that despite contacting appropriate research and presenting to the point contents as demanded in the questions and the learning outcomes, I did not receive the deserved marks because of the plagiarism percentage that existed in my assignments. The final parameter that I would like to highlight in this context is referencing. I was not very confident in executing the task of referencing and presenting the accurate materials used for developing the assignments in the papers. Moreover, the style that is needed to be followed in specific assignments associated with referencing also made me confused somewhat. But with the proper practice of developing several assignments and having proper guidance from the tutors, I have gained the confidence of referencing the information that I provide in the assignments properly.
Active experimentation
Two areas have been figured out on which I will require taking appropriate measures for future betterment are time management and organising followed by paraphrasing. I would like to set a span of 2 months for the purpose of coping with these weaknesses in me by taking appropriate measures. 
In order to develop my skill of managing time and organising the studies, I will go through multiple secondary materials along with the internet for finding out adequate steps that are needed to be implemented for managing time in a proper manner for organising my studies and completing my assignments within the deadlines. On the other hand, in the case of paraphrasing, I will focus on practising more in writing contents directly from the internet and would also seek advice from my seniors. 
[bookmark: _Toc68797593]Conclusion
Based on the reflection developed by utilising the reflective cycle, I could figure out several strengths and weaknesses as per the experiences in me. The future measures are essential to be implemented within an immediate basis for attaining progress in terms of academics and employability in my case.


References
Stice, J.E., 2017. Using Kolb's Learning Cycle to Improve Student Learning. Engineering education, 77(5), pp.291-96.
Vince, R., 2018. Behind and beyond Kolb's learning cycle. Journal of Management Education, 22(3), pp.304-19.


 

2

