[image: TSD_logo2010]


Postgraduate/Distance Learning 
Assignment coversheet & feedback form

THIS SHEET MUST BE THE FIRST PAGE OF THE ASSIGNMENT YOU ARE SUBMITTING  (DO NOT SEND AS A SEPARATE FILE)

	For completion by the student:

	Student Name:VICTORIA YOUNG

Student University Email: 

	Module code:
HPCA7002
Module title:
RESEARCHING CONTEMPORARY COSMOLOGIES

	Studen1812628 ID number:
	Educational support needs:
Yes/No

	Assignment title:
Compare and contrast the methodologies used by Brink T.L. 1978 ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’ Review of Religious Research,20,82-85. With Walter, T &Waterhouse, H ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’. Sociology of Religion, 60,187-197.


Assignment due date:18/03/2019

	[bookmark: Check13][bookmark: Check14][bookmark: Check15][bookmark: Check16][bookmark: Check17][bookmark: Check18]This assignment is for the       1st |_|    2nd  |_|     3rd  |_|      4th |_|      5th |_|      6th |_|   module of the degree

	I confirm that this is my original work and that I have adhered to the University policy on plagiarism.
Signed VICTORIA YOUNG ……………………………………………………………
Email submission:if you are submitting this form via email, please tick this box □
(as a substitute for your signature) to confirm that you agree to the above declaration.

	
Assignment Mark
	
1st Marker’s Provisional mark
	

	
2nd Marker’s/Moderator’s provisional mark
	

	
External Examiner’s mark (if relevant)
	

	
Final Mark

	



NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the Final Examination Board.





For completion by Marker 1 :
Comments:


	Marker’s signature:
	Date:

	
For completion by Marker 2/Moderator:

Comments:













	Marker’s Signature:
	Date:








Compare and contrast the methodologies used by Brink T.L. 1978 ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’ Review of Religious Research,20,82-85. With Walter, T &Waterhouse, H ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’. Sociology of Religion, 60,187-197.

My paper examines the research methodologies of two papers that explore reincarnation to show that how one asks initial research questions shapes the type of methodology chosen which then has an impact on research results. 
In 1976, social scientist, T.L. Brinks conducted research into cognitive consistency, suggesting teenagers accept one set of beliefs amongst three distinct areas. He hypothesised that attitudes to religion, astrology and reincarnation are logically incompatible; they serve to offer provision of security in the face of confusion and uncertainty. His work was published in the Review of Religious Research in 1978.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  T. L. Brinks, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation’, Review of Religious Research Vol. 20, no. 1 (1978): pp. 82-85. [Hereafter, Brinks, ‘Inconsistency’]] 

His parameters were 277 children aged 14-18, at a Catholic girls’ school in United States. Brinks is predominately an etic (or outsider) perspective, but also possibly hold an emic (insider) position as a Catholic and a researcher.[footnoteRef:2] He conducted his research using questionnaires.[footnoteRef:3] His methodology utilizes quantitative data, which does not allow the voices of the students to come through, as they are statements.[footnoteRef:4]  [2:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods (London: SAGE Publications Ltd, 2011) p. 18. [Hereafter Hennick, et al. Qualitative Research Methods].]  [3:  Brinks, ‘Inconsistency’, table 1, p. 83.]  [4:  Hennick, et al. Qualitative Research Methods, p. 18.] 

Much can be gleaned analysing a paper’s literature review. Judith Bell states it adds to academic knowledge.[footnoteRef:5] Brinks’ literature review is sociological/psychological in reference, despite its hypothesis, it contains no astrological or religious source material. Brady has examined ‘through an investigation into the beliefs held by astrologers …’[footnoteRef:6] Brady’s literature review includes ancient sources, from Homer to Saint Thomas Aquinas, as well as modern, such as Alan Leo. Leo states it is possible to hold simultaneous beliefs in these differing areas and places them together.[footnoteRef:7] Brinks literature review does not contain any of these, rather he draws exclusively from sociological research, (Heider, 1946), congruity (Osgood and Tannenbaum, 1995) cognitive behaviour (McGuire, 1960) and belief congruence (Rokeach and Rothman 1965). Without reference to relevant sources, Brinks suggests that astrology is based on blind impersonal forces.[footnoteRef:8] [5:  Judith Bell and Stephen Waters, Doing Your Research Project: A guide for first-time researchers (London: McGraw-Hill, 2018), pp. 124-136.]  [6:  Bernadette Brady, ‘Theories of fate among present day astrologers’, PhD Thesis, University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2012]  [7:  Bessie Leo and Alan Leo, The Life and Work of Alan Leo: Theosophist, Astrologer, Mason (London: Fowler, 1919).]  [8:  Brinks, ‘Inconsistency’, p. 82. ] 

Brink’s paper contains a clear structure, but is devoid of coherent analysis of his data or self-reflection. There is a logical inconsistency: as the paper progresses, the research shifts from a quantitative method to a qualitative one.
The weakness in Brinks’ research is his lack of reference to the literature dealing with astrology that would have allowed him to validate his assumptions. Instead, he speculates that adolescent girls adopt religion in response to confusion and uncertainty. The questions are not justified in or centred around his literature review, so it is difficult to determine a link between them. 
In a 1999 paper published in Sociology of Religion, Waterhouse and Walters, researchers at Bath University, UK, explored the relationship people in the UK have with reincarnation, which they defined as rebirth.  
Thirty interviews were conducted with adults aged 40-80 from different backgrounds. However Waterhouse and Walters consciously excluded people from eastern religious backgrounds, that is, Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist and New Age thinkers, from their target group. Choosing people with Christian beliefs relates to their subject matter. 
People were interviewed in in their own homes. Accessing private space for an enquiry into private beliefs is important and can deepen the relationship between interviewee and researcher. Home interviews compliment the type of information they wanted to gather. Conducting this research in an unfamiliar place would not have suited their remit and depth of personal information they were seeking. 
They also conducted interviews amongst 3 groups of school-aged children, aged 11, 14-15 and 17-18, in Bristol and Bath, UK. Two thirds of the group were female, one third Christian and one third held anthroposophical belief. The research found: group one expressed the concept was intellectually attractive to them but had no experience of it, second group had a second-hand experience from reading or listening to other people, the third, first-hand experience described as déjà vu. 25% have a connection to reincarnation not dependent on other lifestyle factors …for example attending church doesn’t exclude a connection with reincarnation – both beliefs can exist at the same time. 
The interviews were composed of clear, open-ended questions. Care was taken to let people speak on their own terms in their own space, creating an ability for investigator to see through others eyes.[footnoteRef:9] The interviews included questions such as do you find the idea ‘attractive’ rather than ‘believing’ it. The quality of answers enabled the researchers to deepen their questioning and enquire about the quality of experience for individuals. [9:  Alan Bryman, Quantity and Quality in Social Research (London: Unwin Hyman Ltd, 1988), pp. 72-81.] 

Structurally the authors detailed their methods, analysing quantitative data including material they already had in order to move to a qualitative research lens. Qualitative methodology is used to analyse and evaluate nonnumeric, intangible, relationships between individuals and mechanisms that may drive these relationships with others and their environment. Berrios and Lucca maintain this provides a better understanding of human development.[footnoteRef:10] Thus, they use mixed methods research collecting and using both quantitative and qualitative data in the same study. [10:  Reinaldo Berrios, and Nydia Lucca, ‘Qualitative Methodology in Counseling Research: Recent Contributions and Challenges for a New Century’, Journal of Counseling & Development Vol. 84, no. 2 (Spring 2006): pp.174-186, here p. 174.] 

They summarise their findings thoroughly, providing sufficient justification for their rationale, their literature review and their methodology. Their method of questioning allowed them to gather deep and subtle information. The methodical structure of their paper permits the reader to be taken through the process they have gone through in order to obtain this information. 

CONCLUSION 
The differences between Brinks and Walter and Waterhouse can be clearly identified through their contrasting approach to research questions. The research questions one pursues determine the choice of methodology. Brinks uses closed questioning techniques via a questionnaire biased towards Catholicism, Waterhouse and Walter conducted live interviews allowing for more complex data to emerge that adds to the knowledge base.
It is difficult to identify a coherent methodology to Brinks’ work. His literature review does not connect to his hypothesis, which renders his hypothesis unreliable. Waterhouse and Walter present a well-structured and relevant contribution to the field.
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