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Activity Medieval Swanswea: City Witness 
I selected Master Thomas Marshall. His occupation was that of a priest at the time that he testified.  His social status as a member of the clergy would be elevated from that of the common town person and added to his credibility as a witness.  He was 32 years of age at the time of his testimony. Self-interest as a member of the clergy in having Swansea be a place of miracles would perhaps damage his credibility now but not at the time of the happening of this event. In the 13th Century supernatural occurrences were more readily believed and the pecuniary interest of all were in line with a town of miracles.  There was money to be made for everyone in tourism. 
Given that the testimony was 15 or 16 years after the events under scrutiny he would have been approximately 16 at the time of the event.
The event, of course, is the hanging of one William Cragh not just once but twice and then his miraculous rising from the dead.
The witness was born in Swansea and knew William Cragh from the town and surrounding area since boyhood.  He was witness to many of the relevant facts that would go to the truth of the claim of a miracle.  He stated that he saw William hanged on the gallows and that the beam upon which he hung broke.  The crashing beam sent William to the ground.  
The witness next saw William hung again upon an arm of the gallows.  He left the area at that time but then testifies that he heard it publicly reported that thereafter William was taken down and was dead.  This reference is hearsay or secondhand evidence.  
The witness observed that there were some number of people at the house of Thomas Matthews where the witness saw the body of Williams but did not touch it.  He did however observe and report various indicia of death including eyes popping and teeth clenching.  The witness did not touch the body so could not comment on it being cold or not.  He believed the man to be dead.  Before he left, he saw a silver bowl and a silver spoon in the hands of the chambermaid Matilda de la Chapel but did not observe anything being administered to William or his body.
All this testimony was taken on one day.  On the following day he was again sworn in and questioned about the public statements concerning a vision or a revelation of any sort experienced by William whilst in the gaol or upon the gallows or the walk thereto.  The witness testified that the only information he had concerning this was from William himself who told him that he had experienced a vision that Saint Thomas would free him after “around eight days”.
The city witness project has maps and visual recreations that allow you to imagine not just Swansea at that time but the course of the events as they unfolded and the paths of the witnesses. The space sets the scene and gives clues as to what the witness could have seen.  William is led from the gaol in the castle to the gallows.  We learn that the gallows are visible from the castle and the town and that the gallows are two crossbow shots from the castle.
Dr. Catherine Hanley has been able to give us some insight into what that distance might have been in the 13th century when this event took place.  Relying on her work cited below it would have been approximately 600 yards from the castle to the gallows.
“Opinions vary on the precise range and accuracy of the crossbow at this time (and I don’t have any personal experience to fall back on here), but by averaging the estimates of all the sources listed below we can extrapolate a range of 300 yards, with an accurate range of half that. The short crossbow bolt was loosed at a flatter trajectory with a higher velocity than an arrow.
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(Note: I used the MHRA style to reference the internet article but did not know how to include the bibliography she herself cites for her proposition.  I added it quotes with the statements as in this was what she was citing not me.  I would be most grateful for a comment or advice in this instance.)
Looking at the interactive map there do not seem to be significant obstructions to a clear view from the Castle to the gallows although the accuracy of the assessment of the distance is not easy to see.
Reading through the testimony of the other witnesses it might seem odd that questioning did not appear to seek corroboration of the statements of the other witnesses.  Each was examined as to their own observations and sense impressions but there seemed to be no effort to grill them about the times and whereabouts of the other witnesses to verify their versions.  
Finally, Swansea City Witness project was very effective in placing one in the time and the circumstance of the event, even engendering concern for the players and the outcome.  This wonderful effort highlights the ability of online sites and activities to create immersive spaces and allow an individual to have control over the pace and direction throughout.  Unlike a documentary or lecture presented to the public, the act of participation is an additional layer of study.  The intake of knowledge in this manner may very well be remembered longer and in more detail helping the student to apply the learned experience to other texts in the future.


