TASKS FOR WEEK ONE – SHORT FILM MODULE

To prepare for next session 

· The provisional schedule/timetable is also on this MOODLE page, but please be aware that due to the nature of the module, these times and days may change depending on the needs of your groups/films/scripts etc. 
The main point for you to note is that you have separate tutors delivering different elements of this module and therefore need to manage your time and your prep for each element - as you would in the industry.
INDEPENDENT RESEARCH TASKS - Wk 1 of module 6th Jan 2025

What do I need to prepare?
Please take a look at the Schedule Overview and jot down the times and dates.  You will see an outline of each of the sessions, but the specifics may change as the group and projects develop.
TASK ONE – ALL STUDENTS
Watch three short films and prepare a short presentation to describe your thoughts on all three.
Take two from the list provided and find another of your own – try and find a film that has little or no dialogue. Visual storytelling.
Try and find a short film that lasts no more than 10 minutes too.
 Things to think about….
What was the film about? Literally, what was the plot.
What were the underlying themes? What were they really about?
A quick description of all the characters. Who they were. What their function in the story was.
Any locations that stood out. Why were those locations used?
Any specific props used and why?
How did the film look? Was there anything that had been done to the film afterwards…colour grading, editing, any specific camera shots  that really stood out?
Were they successful in your opinion?
Why were they successful?
What do you think the differences are between short film and feature film?
Your notes and ideas from the above will be presented and discussed ON MONDAY 13 JANUARY
TASK TWO – ACTING STUDENTS ONLY
Using your phone, film yourself performing an audition speech/monologue (max 2 mins) 
Send the filmed speeches to me by 3:00pm FRIDAY 10 JANUARY ready for the session on Monday so we can watch them back. 
Use WeTransfer to send it along to my address
keironself@hotmail.co.uk
Think about the shot you construct. Here are some tips.
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qoTwr7xQQC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FqPFUroJ6pY
TASK TWO – DIGITAL MEDIA STUDENTS ONLY
Review some roles within film production. What does a gaffer do? Costume? Production manager? What are their responsibilities?
Also take a close look at how actors work, what they need and how directors interact with them as you will be directing the actors the following week. Research this area of a screen director's process.
With regard to the self tapes - when we watch them next week, think about what they could do differently, what could be improved - eg background, lighting, location, is the shot they chose framed correctly and so on.
TASK THREE: ALL STUDENTS
Read some literature/ watch some youtube videos on short film making.
Under this tab is some useful information on short films, an example of how a film script should be laid out and some information on the 'pitch'.  Please read them and make notes.  This will help you and your group when it comes to developing your short film ideas and scripts



