
What can be done to improve child protection in the UK?  

Chapter 1

Introduction  
This topic is about child protection and how children are affected in the UK.  This topic will mention child abuse and the types of ways children are abused, how culture can have an impact on child abuse, the type of different agencies out there that help in child protection by keeping children away from harm and how education may have an impact on child abuse. 
Child protection is to help save children that are in harm of child cruelty, that person should then be punished even if it means to take their child away from them or go to prison (NSPCC, 2017). The current procedures to child protection are to safeguard all children from maltreatment and the people involved in this are many different agencies such as charity organisations, police, social workers etc, as safeguarding is to promote the welfare on children from harm (GOV.UK, 2017). Social workers are often adapted more than any other agency in helping to improve child protection as not only is their occupation more difficult, but they have a lot more paper work to handle and deal with children first hand (Bob Lonne, 2008). Effectiveness is measured in various ways when addressing child protection such as publishing reports and articles on this subject matter. One article was made on children who were sexually abused. This article examines the trauma that is left behind for children to deal with after being sexually harassed (Kimberly Hardner, 2017). This shows how some articles don’t only mention how children can be protected, but discuss ways in how they must help overcome these children’s fears. Another article on child protection was published which mentions the use of foster care and how popular it has become in Britain amongst youngsters to live in care homes. It has been stated that over 64,000 children are currently living with foster families which means a total of 75% of all youngsters are in care (Barrow, 2017).    

Justification for research 
This research project will focus on child protection in the UK. The reason why this title was chosen is because this topic is an existing practice that still needs improving on as child protection needs more awareness in the UK. This topic is an important and relevant topic as no child should be mistreated in any way physically or emotionally. This research project will look further into how child protection can be improved. By researching child protection, it will become more useful for other youngsters or even adults that may come across this article and want help to either improve their own or other people’s lives. This title is also researchable as there are a lot of articles relating to child protection out there which will make it easier to condone into a new research project with information that is already out there relating to child protection. As well as being relevant to different organisations such as social workers, police and other agencies that will be further discussed in this project, this topic is also worth doing because it is an interesting and controversial matter itself especially when it is applied into a newer context. There have been similar studies to this topic in the past, however this study will focus mainly in the UK on children and young people.   

Aim 
The aim of this research project is to look into child protection in the UK and compare them to different countries and pick points of how children outside UK are treated without the help and support of child protection that are set up in higher and more popular places in the world. This research project will show if there is enough knowledge and understanding on child protection itself and will be mainly looking at the different agencies that could help improve the matter of child protection and to also explore what is and what is not being done by different agencies to support children being abused and most what exactly is being done to improve child protection. 

Objectives 
To describe, define, explain and discuss
· 1: Child abuse
· 2: Child protection agencies and organisation 
· 3: Areas of study such as culture, education, abuse and agencies 





Chapter Two 

Systematic Review 
A systematic review is different types of reviews that are conducted and then reviewed as well as collecting and analysing different research studies by using methods that are selected but in more detail (Uman, 2011). This will link in well with the chosen title as I can get an in-depth knowledge of child protection with enough relevant data. The pros to a systematic review is that it gives a more definite answer to a question as a lot more research has been conducted into one finding (MacGill, 2017). The cons are that it will require a team for up to four people and it will require a lot of time (UCSF, 2017).  Overall, this will link with the tittle as I am not only looking for answers on child protection but a more broader answer on the agencies involved, how culture is linked, child abuse in general maltreatment, education and anything else that leads to child protection and how it can be improved. 

Methodology and Justification 
A methodology is a discussion of many different methods, theoretical ideas and the concerns within using different types of methods (Schneider, 2017 ).  The methodology that I have chosen to conduct my research in will be a CASP. This will link in well with the title as I can easily assess information then evaluate it from the checklist. I will conduct several checklists one for each journal article that I will use. The pros to using a CASP is that it is very easy to use and time saving however the cons would be that not a lot of information can be conducted from a checklist as you won’t get an in-depth answer (|, 2017). Overall, I believe that the type of methodology chosen will still be relevant as it will be able to give me up to date information on the title of child protection and a checklist would keep me on track in a short amount of time. 

Methods and Justification 
The different types of methods that will be used to utilise the methodology will link in with the title and would be evidenced in the appendix. The types of methods that would be used are qualitative research, quantitative methods and mixed methods. These will all help with the checklist to help analyse answers. However, the type of methodology that will be used is a checklist to gather the information and gain answers, therefore I will only use methods relating to a checklist and these will be two different types of methods. First being a static checklist, this collects characteristic data that does not change such as age and gender etc. The second type of checklist method is an action checklist, this tallies the frequency of the different types of category of behaviour such as being present or not present in an observation or to observe the behaviour of children (Jackson, 2007). The pros of using these two methods are that It will give a much broader answer that will help analyse a lot easily. The cons are that either way, the method of a static checklist won’t give any detailed answers. However, I am pleased with the static method to conduct the research for this checklist as this can be easily evidenced as I can use it then place the evidence in my appendix. 


Ethics 
There are some ethical boundaries that are needed when having to analyse and go through secondary research and this is all due to the dependence of how that data is set for example, the peoples information that may be used in helping analyse this data to get more information on child protection will not be approached to get permission to use their personal information. This will then be going against their ethical rights and boundaries as they may have wanted their information to be kept to whom only they had shared it with and for it to not be conducted elsewhere. If this secondary data is used, then it is going against those peoples right and they should also have a say in this matter of ethical consideration. Under the Data Protection Act, each person must be questioned and must grant permission if they want their data to be conducted for further research (Carrie Coltart, 2013).  
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Structure of Research Sessions and Deadlines

	Date
w/c 
	Content

	2 Oct 
	Dissertation Overview / Module Options
Area of Research / Title

	9 Oct
	Independent Research 

	16 Oct
	Start The Research Proposal 

	23 Oct
	Thesis Overview and Template 
Literature reviews : An Introduction
Literature Search methods

	30 Oct
	Assigned Supervisor / Arrange first meeting with supervisor
Methodology: An Introduction

	6 Nov
	Methodology 2: In depth 

	13 Nov
	Critical Appraisal Skills 1
Research Proposal Document WORKSHOP 

	20 Nov
	Thesis Structure / Writing up dissertation
RESEARCH PROPOSAL SUBMISSION DEADLINE DATE
24th November 2018 at 11.55pm

	27 Nov
	Analysis of Findings 1

	4 Dec
	Analysis of Findings 2

	18 Dec -  1 Jan

	29 Jan
	Supervision and Support 

	5 Feb
	Module Lead Lecture 

	19 Feb
	Supervision and Support 

	26 Feb
	Module Lead Lecture 

	5 Mar
	Supervision and Support 

	12 Mar
	FINAL DRAFT SUBMISSION 

	19 Mar
	FINAL SUBMISSION ONLINE
Friday 23rd March at 11.55pm 

	26 Mar
	ALL RESEARCH HARD COPY BOUND THESIS DEADLINE
Monday 26th March at 5pm 

	23-30 Apr
	RESEARCH VIVA WEEK 

	7 May 
	MARKING AND EXAM BOARD SEASON 
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