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[bookmark: _Toc133926036]Definition of a magistrate
A magistrate is an official with the authority to rule on legal matters and issue rulings in a court of law. They serve in an unpaid capacity. They are not paid professionals but rather individuals of the community who are requested to help out in their spare time (Wilson et al., 2018). Academic background in law is not required to serve as a magistrate. But they must, possess outstanding moral understanding, discretionary abilities, and an awareness of the needs of the people they protect. The Lord Chancellor chooses the Magistrates with input from an advisory panel in each jurisdiction. The advisory committee's mission is to recruit and train a diverse group of qualified individuals to serve as magistrates. Once selected, magistrates receive training and support to help them carry out their duties with fairness and impartiality (Shoolbred, 2016). Most criminal proceedings in UK are heard by Magistrates. Magistrate courts have jurisdiction over both criminal and civil matters, including some family law matters. This encompasses both minor offences like speeding and shoplifting and major offences like robbery and violence. The role of the magistrate in family court hearings is equally significant which involves cases like child custody and domestic violence. In the United Kingdom, the magistrate plays a crucial role in the judicial system. They are responsible for nearly all criminal matters heard in court. They might help with cases involving child welfare, adoption, or domestic violence, for example. In addition to the magistrates who serve on a bench, there are usually three lay justices. It is likely that one of these magistrates will be chosen to be the chairperson. This person will be in charge of leading the talks and making sure the court works well. Even though magistrates do not have a background in law, they go to court with a clerk who does. This clerk has a background in law and can give advice and direction on different legal issues (Riddle and Zara, 2019). This essay will discuss the advantages and disadvantages of magistrates in the exercise of justice in the United Kingdom. It will cover topics such as court closures, characteristics of magistrates, and potential reforms.

[bookmark: _Toc133926037]Responsibilities of a magistrate
To guarantee that justice is not only done, but also clearly perceived to be done, they must lead and control the trial according to established norms and procedures of the UK legal system. In every case they hear, magistrates should make an honest effort to learn the facts. Magistrates have the right and the obligation to ask questions of witnesses and defendants to get to the bottom of any discrepancies in their testimony and determine the truth (Gibson and Watkins, 2019). But they cannot conduct their own direct or cross-examination of witnesses. They must avoid asking questions that might make it seem like they are losing their objectivity. They should not keep witnesses under interrogation for too long. If they get too involved in a trial, they cannot be fair and unbiased in their assessment of the evidence or in making a ruling based on that evidence. If they interrogate witnesses forcefully and for a long time, it will be hard for them to acquire impressions of the witnesses' demeanour and the quality of the evidence they present. The most important thing a magistrate has to do is make sure that justice is served quickly and fairly. In criminal cases, magistrates decide if there is enough evidence to send a case to trial and what the right sentence is for someone found guilty of a crime (Wheeler, 2016). The magistrates who run the family court decide things like who gets custody of the kids and how much the other person should pay. They also have the power to issue warrants for searches and warrants for arrests.
[bookmark: _Toc133926038]Court closures
One good thing about having magistrates is that they can help lower courts handle less work. This is one reason why it is helpful to have magistrates. Even though most cases are dealt with in the Magistrates' Court, they can make sure that the more serious ones get the attention they need by sending them to the Crown Court. This is because the Magistrates' Court handles the vast majority of cases. Even so, budget cuts have led to a big drop in the number of Magistrates' Courts over the past few years. This has led to worries about access to justice because people may have to travel farther to go to court (Partington, 2019). One good thing about having magistrates is that they can help lower courts handle less work. This is one reason why it is helpful to have magistrates. Magistrates' Court handles the vast majority of cases. Even so, budget cuts have led to a big drop in the number of Magistrates' Courts over the past few years. Since 2010, the closing of more than 300 Magistrates' Courts in England and Wales has directly led to a 44% drop in the total number of courts. Since 2010, these places have closed. This has led to worries about access to justice because people may have to travel farther to go to court. This could make it hard for people who do not have much money or who have trouble moving around to take legal action (Gibson and Watkins, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Toc133926039]Characteristics
The fact that magistrates are just regular people who want to help out their society is hugely beneficial for the judicial administration of the United Kingdom. This is because they have varied backgrounds and perspectives to offer while adjudicating the civil and criminal cases in the Magistrate’s Courts. This can be beneficial in another sense since it ensures the judicial system is cognizant of and responsive to public beliefs and concerns. However, most magistrates lack formal legal training or experience, so this could be problematic in some cases. Because of the lack of academic legal training and expertise in complicated legal jargons, they are sometimes likely to make inconsistent judgements and fail to grasp intricate legal concerns (Shoolbred, 2016). Another advantage of having magistrates in the British judiciary is that these people assist in keeping judicial expenditures manageable for the government. Volunteers from diverse backgrounds of the society serve as magistrates at no cost to the taxpayers. For that reason, the government may avoid spending money on the court system. Yet, the possibility of bias on the part of magistrates also raises concerns. This is because some magistrates may have personal relationships or preconceived beliefs that influence the choices of other magistrates. Despite these obstacles, Magistrates' Courts can still find new ways to innovate and advance justice. Video conferences and electronic case management software have the potential to streamline court operations and reduce the requirement for physical courtrooms (Wheeler, 2016). In addition, if magistrates worked more closely with other justice system players like police, probation, and social services, they could be able to improve the system's efficiency and scope. When courts are closed, it creates several issues for the magistrates and the communities they serve. However, closures like these also provide the justice system with an opportunity to improve and experiment with new approaches to old problems (Rutherford et al., 2022). As long as these issues are addressed and new methods are implemented, the United Kingdom may continue to reap the benefits of magistrates' crucial role in ensuring justice is served.
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There have been a lot of different ideas for how to fix the problems that are usually associated with magistrates. To make sure that magistrates have a better understanding of both the basics of law and the processes that go along with it, one possible change would be to improve their education. It is possible that this will help them make decisions that are more consistent and better (Wilson et al., 2018). One more way to make a change would be to get more people from different backgrounds to serve as magistrates. This would make the judicial system better reflect the communities it serves. Reforms like giving magistrates better training, making their ranks more diverse, and embracing technological advances could help to address some of these concerns and make sure that the justice system continues to work in an efficient and fair way. It is important to find a balance between the pros and cons of magistrates so that the public will continue to trust the justice system and the United Kingdom will remain a fair and just society.
[bookmark: _Toc133926041]Conclusion
The justice system in the UK depends a lot on its magistrates, who do a very important job by hearing the vast majority of cases themselves and taking some of the load off of the country's higher courts. Their work as volunteers in the community gives them a new point of view that helps make sure the justice system stays in touch with the public's priorities and ideas. There are, however, some problems with using magistrates, such as concerns about their lack of formal legal training, the possibility of bias, and how court closures affect people's ability to get justice (Rutherford et al., 2022). Magistrates are an important part of the United Kingdom's court system. They do an important job by hearing the vast majority of cases, which helps higher courts get through their cases faster. By participating in community service initiatives, individuals gain invaluable insights into how our justice system can remain responsive to evolving public priorities. While employing magistrates presents advantages for this purpose - certain drawbacks such as insufficient legal training or potential bias alongside practical access matters arising from court closures cannot be ignored (Riddle and Zara, 2019). The United Kingdom must work collaboratively towards mitigating these concerns while preserving what makes magistrate involvement a crucial asset to our judicial processes.
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