Methodology
For my topic, I chose Edward the Black Prince from section (A) People and Events. To find appropriate sources, I made use of various archives. I began my search on the Discovery section on the National Archives website, which led to me to smaller regional archives in different counties across England. I wanted to look at the county council archive services to ensure that I understood the material and its relevancy to my chosen topic rather than simply taking it at face value. I used the following search terms and made sure to place them within quotation marks so that my search would bring up the most relevant results: “Edward, the Black Prince” “Black Prince” and “Edward the Black Prince”; I wanted to make use of the comma in my searches because I was aware that potentially useful results may or may not come up as a result. I found that searching without quotation marks led to irrelevant sources coming back as a result. I also restricted my searches to a particular date range: 1300-1399, which also helped in returning results that I felt were more relevant to the assessment. 

Archive List
Northampton
Northamptonshire Archives Service
FH3 (The Finch Hatton Manuscripts)
FH170 (The Finch Hatton Manuscripts)

Southampton
Southampton Archives Office
SC 13/3 (The Royal Garrison)

Cornwall
Archives and Cornish Studies Service
BHEL/454 (Charters and Commissions of the Peace)
BLAUS/642 (Launceston Borough Charters)

Manchester
Manchester University 
JOD/2 (Jodrell Manuscripts)

London
The National Archives
E36 (Exchequer Treasury of Receipt Books), E36/144; E36/278
The British Library
Cotton MS Vespasian C XII (f. 95r) 

Significance and Provenance of Sources
According to the National Archives website, the Finch Hatton Manuscripts are an internationally significant collection of papers covering politics, literature and antiquities. I tried accessing the Northamptonshire Archives service but after running into some difficulty discovering further information, I went back to the National Archives Discovery service and deliberately searched the reference ‘FH3’, which led me to FH170, where I subsequently discovered that FH3 contains Edward the Black Prince’s medieval charter as the Duke of Cornwall, preserved within the personal archives of Lady Katherine, Duchess of Buckingham. This source is further supported by the two Cornish sources, both of which detail Edward’s charter and go into further detail regarding his charter for the Launceston burgesses; BLAUS/642 is written in Norman French, where BHEL/454 is written in English, which I found to be quite interesting.

Source SC13/3 is important because it demonstrates the indenture between Edward and Thomas de Beauchamp for defending Southampton in 1339. I discovered that Thomas de Beauchamp was Edward’s guardian and, according to the Nonington Village website, they fought in numerous battles together.

The Jodrell Muniments contain various legal documents relating to properties in England; I thought that this source was interesting because it contained a pass given to an archer, William Jodrell, from the Black Prince, to travel to England from Wales in 1355.

The two sources held in the National Archives are certainly significant because they contain various documents belonging to Edward the Black Prince; legal, memoranda and other such documentation that pertains to the Black Prince’s lands, subjects along with confessions regarding prisoners of war from the battle of Poitiers. The provenance of source E36/278 is as follows: it is bound in leather, dates back to the 16th or 17th century and was gifted to the National Archives by Mr Herbert A. Hughes in 1914. According to the National Archives website, this particular volume was contained in the Chapter House temp Jas I. edition, Register of Edward the Black Prince, volume IV.

I believed the Cotton MS source to be significant after spending some time reading The National Archives blog post by Benjamin Trowbridge (26th April 2017). Edward, the Black Prince, was regarded as a strong and capable military commander, who assisted Peter I of Castile when Henry, the Count of Trastamara, overthrew his rule; Edward raised an army, restored Peter to his throne and the Treaty of Libourne 1366 made good on Peter’s financial and territorial promises to Edward; the Cottonian Manuscript shows the payment of 500,000 florins from Peter to Edward the Black Prince in return for his help against the Count of Trastamara in 1366. I believed that this source proved the Black Prince’s military reputation and since the Cottonian Manuscripts are described by the British Library as ‘the most important collection of manuscripts ever assembled in Britain by a private individual’, I believed it would be shortsighted of me to not search the British Library archives for any mention of Edward the Black Prince. Regarding the source’s provenance, the original owner was Sir Robert Cotton 1571-1631, passed on to his son Sir Thomas Cotton and subsequently his grandson, Sir John Cotton who gave the full Cotton collection in trust for ‘Publick Use and Advantage’. It was bound by the British Museum in 1853, is written in Latin, French, Spanish and English.

Conclusion
The research task was to choose a topic, make use of electronic and traditional catalogues where possible, and list several, relevant archival sources. Due to my location, accessing traditional catalogues to locate relevant sources was not possible so I proceeded with electronic catalogues for my searches. I made use of different online databases, went into further detail by accessing local council archives so that I could find out further information on potential sources and proceeded to list them in an academically appropriate way. I endeavoured to discover their significance and provenance and detailed these at the end of the list. In future, I will spend more time on the Discovery service and scan potential source information for more specific references that could provide more useful information rather than using county council archive services; these are not as detailed nor as readily updated, and the National Archives Discovery service has far more information on sources’ provenance and significance than its local counterparts.
