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ABSTRACT

This paper 1s mainly divided into three parts according to the comparison between Mencius
and Plato's theory of virtue The first part studies Mencius' theory of virtue, firstly, it discusses
the origin of his thought of virtue, then proves the basis of his theory of virtue-the theory of
goodness of nature, and from it extends Mencius' definition of virtue, and finally proves
Mencius' theory of four virtues with benevolence as the core The second part studies the
virtue theory of Plato. Firstly, it explores the origin of the enrichment of his virtue thought,
and then discusses the cornerstone of Plato's virtue theory-whether virtue is teachable in
Plato's virtue thought. Finally, the main part of his virtue theory is the part of four main
virtues The third part compares the arguments of the first two parts and compares the
differences between the two theories of virtue By comparing with the moral theory of two
thinkers, we can find that they have a unique understanding of moral theory and political

system, which has a certain significance for the development and progress of human society.

Key words: Mencius , Plato, the theory of virtue
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