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What is a Postmodern Picture Book?

The key characteristics of a postmodern picture book are as follows:

❖ A structure with a non-linear plot and varied design layout.

❖ The use of pictures or text to direct your attention to the viewpoint of a character.

❖ The construction of meaning by the reader.

❖ Intertextual references.



Any picture book written/illustrated from the late nineteenth century 
to the 1960s is considered MODERN, and any after this time is 
considered CONTEMPORARY (POST-modern).

Postmodernism refers more to the qualities and aspects of the work 
while the use of the word contemporary references the time in which it 
was written. 
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