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1 Critical Commentary: Aetiological Myths reimagined in fantasy. (573 Words)
 2 Myth: The fall of Marmorlyn. (1510 Words)
This creative response is inspired by the idea of aetiological myths and myths as propaganda. 
I first wanted to explore the idea of a Myth where the more fantastical elements would Be something that the reader or listener would encounter at least once in their lives. Where dragons a Deities are real, tangible things. 
I structured my myth similarly to the Odyssey. There is a lot of traveling on a quest, Instead of the goal to return home, it is instead to gain power. The framing of the protagonist is also different in the Odessey you are meant to root for Odysseas's success whereas by the end you do not wish for Searmonath’s success however the “and then” framework of oral traditions is there and the protagonist engages in trickery in a similar manner, such as when Odysseas tricks the Cyclops, Polyphemus by saying his name was “Nobody” so when he attacked Polyphemus after getting him drunk, the other Cyclops’ assumed he was fine as “Nobody” was attacking him.
In my myth, I explore the idea of it being an aetiological myth. By explaining how natural phenomena comes about. In the case of my myth, it explains how in this world, every full moon. The rivers of life run red like blood, and how that came to be and the story behind it. Like how in the Mabinogion the story of Blodeuwedd explains how owls come to be and why they are a considered a lonely bird.
In my myth I also bring in the flood myth archetype used across many civilisations. In mine it is because of the wickedness of mankind, such as in the Genesis in the Bible and the punishment from Zeus When Lycaon (the tyrant of Arcadia) tries to kill him and serve him human flesh as a meal.
I wanted to explore how this would affect how it would be used as propaganda and what the Propaganda's source would be. Foundational myths are often used as propaganda to either justify aspects of a culture, such as the Aeneid Justifying Augustus's right to rule. However, in a world where eternal beings are tangibly real, there lies a difficulty in manufacturing the propaganda. the eternal creatures would mean that events would never pass from living memory they would act primary sources making history ore difficult to erase than in our own world since too many creatures would have witnessed it. 
[bookmark: _Int_mkbrGGtx]But there could be a collection of these entities that might gather to form or alter specific narrative, such as the narrative in the myth in my creative response, where the Axiomic pantheon comes together to tell the story through one perspective. They craft the narrative that it humanity’s fault that world fell to chaos and the archetypical flood myth came to be and was only fought back with the unity of the Deity's (Dinarfydd),  Dragons and other creatures This placing the blame at human's feet allows the gods who are worshipped by them to gain a moral superiority over them, a right to rule, similar in effect to the Aeneid.
To explore how myths could be used as propaganda within the writing of the myth itself, I used footnotes to produce a character of fictional Author of the “Definitive” interpretation of this myth in world and how his perspective on the world is slanted towards and in favour of the axiom pantheon gods and thus the country they patronise. 











Definitive interpretations 
by Menegraphios Duwaristus
The fall of Marmorlyn.[footnoteRef:1013]  [1013:  This is the Cross-cultural Inter-species Aetiological Myth that is used to explain the fractured inter-patron-species politics, their relationships to humans and the origin of the phenomenon of Voidnight.
Interpretations of this myth were collected from across all important cultures and along with some first-hand accounts from an Elder-Dragon some of the Deities of the Axiomanic Pantheon themselves. There were few conflicting narratives, though there were several in regard to the final battle, including between first-hand sources, but here the Pantheon’s were the most cohesive and is thus the version presented in this edition.] 

[bookmark: _Int_RPVo5zNZ]Before the dark void-dunes of the Enaidren, there was a kingdom known as Morlyngwlad And before the eternal well, Awen-Ffynnon, Enaidren’s core, there was instead the bottomless lake, Marmorlyn[footnoteRef:17081], heart of Morlyngwlad. It was a place where all peoples and species stood together in strength, equality and balance. The Dragons gathered knowledge, the Angels sought comfort and strength, the Faye sought their fun and games while Deamons managed deals and law. Then alongside we humans pursued each and every discipline and acted as the glue to hold harmony together; bolstered, of course, by the Dinarfydd who lent support to all who believed.  [17081:   While it is proper for to use Draconic language when naming things in academia as it was the Dragons whom founded it; in this case, however, it is also likely that these terms were what was used by the locals of the time given that Draconic was the first Common language between the species and nations, much as Noraamic is today.] 

In this time of knowledge and wisdom and power, people could rise to see in full and totality.[footnoteRef:8124]  And when they did, they would bathe in the waters of Marmorlyn to open their soul let the world in and become one themselves.[footnoteRef:24284] [8124:  This is widely agreed to be a reference to ‘second sight’ as we call it, an idea that is given further credibility from the primary sources whom all collectively agreed it was more common among all species in the time of this myth.]  [24284:  This has been confirmed to be a method for Ascension that was available to all through Marmorlyn, there were reports of independent ascension though those were unverified. It is suggested however that Sulien did this as it is with Solaris his twin. ] 

But then Morlyngwlad had a new king, Searmonath. He was slow to grow. His eyes could see only once.[footnoteRef:5278] In order to grow, he sought the advice of the greater beings, the ones who had ascended before him, the greatest of each species. [5278:  It is believed that this is the source of the idiom for shortsightedness and greed, and in original telling of this with this phrase the authors and orators were being literal in reference to Searmonath’s lacking second sight. ] 

[bookmark: _Int_daEiQVzf]To the Dragons in the Hollow Peak, he went, and asked advice from Great-Elder Cynllugan . “You must clear your heart and mind. You must seek to understand what it is you wish to see.” said the Dragon, “oh but one cannot know what they don’t know could you give me a token of your knowledge such as a scale from your head?” Asked Searmonath “No, knowledge is intangible and discovered not physical and found.” Said Cynllugan with narrowed eyes and sent him on his way.
Next, Searmonath sought the Angels’ advice from Seven-Crown Arezou, who said to him, “You must want it more. You must desire it more.”  To which Searmonath bowed and asked “I do not want my desire tainted with expectation, may I have an example from you to guide me?”  The Angel nodded and handed over a small crest from cut from the first of her seven Halos
[bookmark: _Int_JEbm6kDd][bookmark: _Int_WgG88rNg]The king then sought the Dinarfydd Seeking advice from Nerocrates, God of the deities, and asked how to climb to his heights. “You need more faith. Your insecurities and worries of failure. They hold you back” “Faith and knowledge are all mixed up within me, could you give me a measure of faith to compare?” Searmonath asked. In response Nerocrates poured some Faith into a nearby goblet and handed it over. It takes three men to carry it for him; it was as tall as a child and as wide as a man and made of solid gold.[footnoteRef:10960] [10960:  This is commonly interpreted as a sign that Searmonath surrounds himself with useless people as they have trouble lifting something so light. Though Axiomatic scholars suggest that it was not the simple metal that was the weight but the weight of faith itself that caused these men to struggle.] 

[bookmark: _Int_AnnS0GwJ]Next, he asked help from Dormariviss, High-Lawspeaker of the Deamons. They said “Searmonath. You need to understand what it would mean to accept it. You need to agree to the terms of the power” the king then asked, “Great one, I do not know how to hold these terms in my head, for what if they shift away?” Dormariviss sighed then they gave him paper with which to form the contract of power with himself.
Finally, he went to Heidrun, High-ruler of the Faye who danced and laugh and drank with him, feasting and joking. And as they danced, they said, "It's all in the fun. You must enjoy the power, it is fun. It's your friend. Don't treat it badly. It's your friend” Searmonath slumped and said, “My responsibilities are too much to remember to have fun.” And so Heidrun gave him comically sized wings to keep him laughing even while he worked.[footnoteRef:17221] [17221:  There seems much dispute in history as to whether these were too large or too small. Given the stature and culture of the Faye it is considered more likely by experts to be too large as to drag and trip him should he forget about them and their joke. However popular culture, such as on many pots from the Pre-Hero era of humanity, portray it as comically small, likely as metaphor for other appendages he has that are too small.] 

Having not gained anything from the Dragons, Searmonath sought Sulien, a genius young dragon who could see twice over and had come to the land of man to study the human's way of swift learning that he found fascinating.  The King offered the young Sulien to take part in an experiment. He eagerly agreed, wishing to be a part of new knowledge gained. “For this test I must take your eyes and see if you can deep-see better without first-fold sight.”
Now the King had a part of each species, from one whom had ascended. He consumed the Halo crest, Deamon Paper and Liquid Faith then plucked his eyes from his head and replaced them with the young Dragon's eyes and bathed in Marmorlyn. Seeking to steal accomplishment and ascend on the backs of others.
He was rejected; the world shook water flooded and thickened to deep red; like blood seeping from a wound spreading over the world through the life rivers as veins rupturing in a corpse. Then out from the dark climbed creatures of the void and any who drank of the life-rivers turned mad with infectious rage. 
[bookmark: _Int_9FG8yi83]A war broke out, life against void, even the transcended fought and died. Sulien stood from the rest accompanied by his siblings fought bravely. In one grand attack in the last battle, He scorched away the infected Morlyngwlad reducing it and the life-shadows inside to dust causing the flooded hatewater to drain down the newly opened well The Awen-Ffynnon.[footnoteRef:29489] [29489:   This is the uncontested origin of the Enaidren. This is the final part of the myth that is uncontested. Every species has their own versions of what happens. As is to be expected with the chaos of battle. This is presumed to be consistent with how enormous the single event was.] 

[bookmark: _Int_aLDBAs0R]Tragically in one attack got through and infected Solaris, Sulien’s twin. Who then Slayed Sulien in a surprise attack, ready draw out the flood again. The third Sibling, Llunsych[footnoteRef:22626] overcome with loss and unable to kill his final remaining brother managed to seal Solaris inside his domain of the moon. Which is why when the moon is full, the rivers still run red as the dark sun Solaris master of Void calls for his freedom.  [22626:  This is interestingly the first ever account of the Moon God Llunsych.] 

And this betrayal of nature by the Human King that led the Awen-Ffynnon to take the Human’s power. Trust broken the Dragons moved into isolation. Resentment from the Faye turned their pranks into vicious tricks. And learned Cynicism made the Demons deals malicious. The Angels understood the desire for more, but to prevent greed’s corruption distanced themselves to position of self-interest, no longer seeking to help. Only the Dinarfydd stuck by humanity, but grew watchful and eager to guide, to prevent histories reoccurring.[footnoteRef:21823]  [21823:  This describes a more hostile relationship than is current with the Patron species, but most of this can be traced to the restorative actions of the Heroes, such as the great Arthur Bryndwr.] 

	
	
	



