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The names chosen for arts organisations rarely state their aims

as clearly as Artes Mundi (Latin for ‘arts of the world’). The

Cardiff-based initiative most well-known for its biennial
contemporary art prize and accompanying exhibition proudly
broadcasts its international scope. Artists from anywhere 1in
the world can be nominated for the £40,000 prize - in contrast
to the Turner Prize, which requires its nominees to be either
born or working in Britain. No such provincialism here: although
the exhibition is firmly rooted in Wales (now in its seventh
edition, it has for the past 12 years taken place at the National
Museum Cardiff and other nearby arts centres), selected artists
not only represent a broad range of national identities, but
are also united by their works’ concern with what Artes Mundi’s

director Karen MacKinnon describes as ‘global issues’.



