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Review and evaluation of religion and ritual beliefs in Chapter 1 of Ancient Complex Societies.
The chapter in this book gives us an insight of a theoretical argument. I would like to focus on the religion and ritual discussion that Jennifer C. Ross and Sharon R. Staedman present in this book ‘Ancient Complex Societies’. The main area of discussion is that the culture is reflected within archaic religious beliefs, and the more complex the society, the more complex the religion. Also, religion and ritual beliefs can be used to manipulate the society and have complete control such as the mid-20th century Soviet culture which showed a secular ideology that allowed a leader to control every aspect of people’s lives.
Religion and ritual beliefs have its limitations depending on its level of complexity, for example the book states that residents of a state would conduct private rituals within their homes and is community-based, whilst a complex states’ religious beliefs are usually more structured and centralized. Most of the authors’ data come from Staedman 2009: 47-49, he believes that ‘A cultures religion is quite reflective of the culture itself’ then Evans-Pritchard 1940 gives examples to support Staedman’s theory, for example, the Nuer of Africa that cared for vast herds of cattle, their religion revolves around cattle symbolism. 
In my opinion the questions are strongly addressed with examples from other historians which strengthen their argument of how religion and rituals are structured depending on how structured and complex a certain society is.
I do believe that religion can be used to control a state in a negative way through manipulation, but it can also, in my opinion, unify a state and be heavily influenced by its landscape which eventually creates the foundations of a culture. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]After reading this chapter I wanted to analyse the religious beliefs of ancient China, specifically during the Shang dynasty because it’s known for its people's strong respect towards their ancestors, and their belief in the afterlife.  
Archaeologists have excavated grave sites of the great kings of the Shang dynasty (1765-1112 B.C.) and discovered that these kings had worshipped spirits of their ancestors in a comprehensive way. After a king died, he was given weapons, bronze vessels for sacrificial offerings, cooking and eating utensils, clothes and many other items to make him feel comfortable. Objects such as these were found in tombs, which show that they were buried with the king, therefore he could make use of them in the afterlife. A king doesn’t cook his own meals; therefore, servants would take care of him, he also had wives to administer company to him. By the end of the Shang dynasty human sacrifices had died out, but during this period they were a part of some royal burials.


Similar to the ancient Hebrews, ancient Chinese people had a three-tiered view of the world, the view of heaven above, and the abode of the dead below, and the abode of the living in between. During this time, they believed after a death, the upper soul would ride up to the heavens, whilst the lower soul would descend into the earth. This belief was only formed in the time of the Chou, it was already definite in the Shang beliefs, and in Shang practices of divination and sacrifice. But this doesn’t mean to say that the dead were ‘imprisoned’ below. Royal ancestors often represented as ‘on high’, they continued to have power over the living, either to protect, bless or to punish and curse them. 


Some traditions from the Shang had an attribute to the beginnings of culture and civilisation to the divine, but some ancient Chinese texts focus not on deities but on revered legendary sage rulers, men with great virtue and diligence that devoted their energy to the ministration of the human realm. Their achievements are related in the Book of history (or Book of Documents), which supports the record of historical events from the third millennium to about 600 B.C.E. Events before the eighth century B.C.E. can’t be dated accurately, therefore the work is a combination of history and traditional legend. Regardless of its historical accuracy, the documents from History such as “Great Norm” and “The Announcement on Alcohol” are crucial because they articulate ethics that greatly influenced later thought.
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