
Introduction: A Spring of Upheaval 

/ 111 ,1 !1rit,f interval, Wilson stood alone for mankind. Or at least he seemed to stand for 

111,111kt11tl. And in that brief interval there was a very extraordinary and significant wave of 

1n/11111Sl' ru him throughout the earth. So eager was the situation that all humanity leapt to 

,1,, 1•/1/ o111tl glorify Wilson-for a phrase, for a gesture. lt seized upon him as its symbol. He 

11•,1, tr,111s(igured in the eyes of men. He ceased to be a common statesman; he became a 

A l,•,,,i,1/;. Millions believed him as the bringer of untold blessings; thousands would gladly 

/1,11•1' ,lie,/ fur him ,. That response was one of the most illuminating e11ents in the early 

/11'1'11fi1•1/1 century. Manifestly the World-State had been concei11ed then, and now it stirred 

111 tlw 11,omb. It was alive. 

/\11d then for some anxious decades it ceased to stir. 

-H. G. Wells, The Shape of Things to Corne

1
11 .I une 1919, Nguyen Tat Thanh, a twenty-eight-year-old kitchen assistant
I rom French Indochina, set out to present a petition to the world leaders then 

,1�sl"mbled in Paris for the peace conference. The docmnent, entitled "The 
:l:1 i 111s of the People of Ann am," echoed the rhetoric of the president of the 

t /11ired States, Woodrow Wilson, who had recently emerged in the interna­
l 1011,1 I arena as a champion of the right of all peoples to self-determination. In 
1iic 1·umultuous months following the encl of the First World War, W ilson was 
Im ilcd around the world as thc prophet of a new cn.1 in world affairs, one in 
which justice, rather thnn pown, would be rhc ccnrrnl principle of interna­
lional relations. The you,1g Jilill1 lrom l11dochint1, who signed rht: pccition ::is 
Nguyen Ai Quoc, 01· "Nguy1111 lilt' P111rio1," HOlll\hl 11 1wrsrnrnl nudicncc wirh 
1hc Americ::in prc:;ide1,1 In pli•11d hi .. 111•11pll''N r11Nt' lwlo1,· Wil�on, /\�·cording 10 
�o,nc accounts, lw l'V1i11 1,•1111 d  ti lt11111 ii 11111 11111111 Nllll 111 p1t•p1111111011 l11r tlH• 
)L'Glsion. The tiWt'li!lp., 11,1•••1 '·• I', ditl 11111 111 111•11,dl I' w11�1111 p111!1o1lily lll'Vl'I 

rvcn saw NgL1y1·,1•� 111•11iln11, 1111\l lw tnlilllli� iliil 11111 11 1�11111111 11111 Wl1li111 Ii•�� 
limn ,1 YL't11' ['ii{' lllllll, wl111 w1111hl 111111 , lti;lllllll l.111 11••111111111 \••11 11,11l'1 l l11 t:1 
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